FAITH VINDICATED | : 


| FROM 
Peſubility of Falſhood : 
O R, 
The Immovable Firmneſs and Certainty 
of the Motives to Chriſtian Faith, 
Aſlerted, 


Againſt that Tenet, which, denying 1z- 
fallibility of Authority , ſubverts 
F Its Foundation, and renders 
It Uncertain, 


Deſi ſtes adverſus altos dicere , caterum ta pro Verit ate lo- 
queris, ut e4 que dicuntur argui refellique non n poſint, 
Dionyſ. Areopas: Epilt. 6. 
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Introduction. 


} hh ongh nothing be more natu- 
ral than that all, who deny 
the Certainty of the Rule 
y of Faith, ſhould deny alſo the Cer- 
tainty of Faith it ſelf, ſince the 
Certainty of this later depends on 
the Certainty of the former ; and, 
it is impoſſuble the Concluſion 
ſhould be held Certain , anleſs 
the Premilles be held ſo-too , yet, 
the conceit which the Generally of 
' thoſewho call themſely's Faithful 
or Chriſtian, have of their Faith, 
# and, conſequently, the nature of 
| that kind of Aſſent , is ſuch, that 


nothing can ſound more borridly 
and 


Introduction: 
and blaſphemouſly to their ears, 


Ren bluntly and without diſg oniſe 
to ſay, That all their Faith may 
| pollibly be a Ly for any thing any 
man living abſolutely knows. 
For, a certain goodneſs of Rational 
Nature , has fixt this apprehen- 


fron in them, that, finte the World 


is made for the Salvation of Man- 
kind, #t is unſuitable to the Wi- 
dom and Goodneſs of Providence, 
which bas furniſht us with mcans 
of Certainty for our inferjour con- 
cerns, that the Principles on which. 
Eternity depends, ſhould fall fort 
of that Certainty,and,conſequently, 
of ſtrength ard ethicacy zo move Ov 
carry 1s on to a ſteady purſuit of 
that greateſt, and, in compariſon, 
onely Intereſt. Nonvithſftanding, 
ſo unreſiſtible is the force of this 
evident truth.that, whoever has de- 


ſerted the Catholick Church, and 


ber | 


ht 
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Introduction; 
her Rule of Faith, Tradition, 


can have no abſolute Certainty of 
Faith ; that 75s, indeed no true 


' Faith ( for that truly 5s. Faith 


which the Generality of thoſe who 
nſe the Word mean by it ) that 
the more intelligent amongſt them, 
conſcious of the manifeſt weakneſs 
of their Gronnds, are neceſſitated, 
their Controverſies, when they 
ſhould detend their Faith, in plain 
terms to diſgrace and betray 2zt ; 
chuſing rather candidly to confeſs it 


' to bealla poflible Falſhood, than 
| to undertake that impoſſible per- 


formance to maintain that it 1s an 


Abſolute Truth. 
I cannot reſemble this Natural 


Conceit of the perte& Certairity of 


| Faith, inbred as it were in the 


Generality of thoſe who hawe had 
even a glimmering of Chriſtiani- 
ty, to any thing ſo well as tothe 

A 3 ap- 
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apprehenſuon, the former World 
bad of a Godhead. For, as na- 
. tural Inſtin&t forc't thoſe, who 


had not light to know the True. 


God, to affix the Notion of a 


Deity to ſome falſe one, as ſome. 
eminent Heroe, the Sun, Thun- 
der , Fire ; nay, there was no- 


thing fo ridiculous but they would 


__. make a God of it, rather than 
" forgoe the tenet of a Soveraign 


Power ſo deeply rooted in them by 
Nature.; fo, our modern Miſbelie- 


wers, rather than they will relin-. 


quiſh their Opinion , ' that Faith 
and the means to know the way 
to Heaven 1 abſolutely-Certain,. 
ſpringing naturally from the con- 
ceit they bave that God has a Pro- 
wvidence for the Salvation of Man- 
kind ,' chuſe to miſplace the notion 
of the Certain means to know 
God's will , or Rile of Faith, in 
| the 
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the moſt unlikely things imagi- 
nable; as, in a ridiculous whimſy 
of Fancy little better than a Dream, 
nay ſometimes in a dream it ſelf, 
or in the motion of ſome hy= 
pocondriacal vapour, as do the 
Fanaticks 3 others , in other things 
ſeemingly wiſer ; as, in their opi- 
nions of ſome men they eſteem 
Cood and Learned; in meerly 
their being educated thus by Pa- 
rents who confeſs they have re- 
linquiſh'd what themſelves had 
been educated to; in Interpretati- 
ons of words by Grammatical kill 
which were writ long ago, and 
in dogmatical points, where every 
word 7s capable of equivocaInels 3 
nay ( which 1s indeed as mad as 
the moſt extatick of them all to 
affirm that ſuch words are ſo 
plain fo every Reader that none 
can miſs the right ſenſe of them: 
All 


' IntroduRtion© 
All which, though plainly confuted 
by ' this Principle which Nature 


teaches the rude$t, that, That - 


ean never be a way which many 
follow to. their power and yet 
the greater part are miſled, 
Joyn'd to their plain Experience 
that many followers of theſe wayes 
exceedingly differ ; yet, ſo pre- 
walent is the force of the other 
Truth , that they will wink at 
ths later to embrace that ; inſo» 
much that none of thoſe ( I ex- 
cept Seekers , by what name ſoever 
they are call'd, as not being pre- 
tenders to Faith ) but , were they 
ask'd whether they be not as Cer- 
tain of their Faith as that they 


live, would readily and heartily 
anſwer attirmatively ; I mean thoſe 
of every ſort who follow meerly 
the Guidance of uncorrupted na» 
ture in this affair. 


Not- 


> © 
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Notwithſtanding, as in th2 Pa” 
gan World There were found many 
Witty men, who, out of nac-. 
quaintance with the True Godhead 
and the UOnworthyneſs of the Falſe 
Gods then in vogue, or out of a con- 
ceit of many milgovernments in 
the world, ſpeculated themſelves 
out of their natural notions and 
went about to deny abſolutely there 
was any God at all; ſo 7t hap- 
' pensthat, amongst thoſe who have 
\ deſerted the Catholick Church, 
r | there are found diverſe men of (pe- 


ye) 


- {| culative and ſearching brains ; 
Y | who, out of Unacquaintance wh, 
fe or at lea$t their ſleightly penetra- 
8. the nature of the Catholick 


y | Rule of F aith, the Living Vsice 
e. || . and-Pradlice of the Church, cr 
y V TRADITION, and, withal, feeing 
- } the Vanity ur wanifel# 7 Tnabi- 
lity of their own pretended Ral :: 
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to aſcertain them abſolutely their 
Faith is True, joyn'd with the ex- 
perienct Diſagreement i in Faith a- 
mon diverſe Pretenders to it , 

would ſpeculate themſelves out of 
their Nataral Chriſtianity, and 
deny azy Abſolute Certainty at 
all of Faith, or the way to Sal- 
vation; contenting themſelves with 
2 Probability in the Grounds 'tis 
built on, miſcall'd by them Moral 
Certainty ; confeſſedly conſiſtent 
with a Poſlibility of Falſhood. 


Which kind of Grounds permits 1 


that perhaps all may chance to be 
ſhown io morrow a meer Illufton 
anda bold Lye ; aid all the Chris 
ſtian Werld bihert2 to have beer 
poſſibly led by the noſe by a Falſe 
Impoſitr2 ; nay, to have beld 
that Impoſiure Moſt Sacred , and 
preferr'd the. atlhering to it before 


all the Goods, Life or Nature could 


beſtow. DT Hew : 
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Introduction: 

- How near this wicked Tenet aps 
proaches to Atheiſm appears hence, 
that tis next to the Denial of 2 
God-head, to deny that in proper 


ſheech we know Him, or the Way 


to Him ; Tet thzs 7s the very Po- 


ſetion of thoſe who put a Pollibility 


of Falſhood in Faith : ſince none 
can truly be ſaid to he: that to 
be true ; which he ſees and ac- 
knowledges may not be true at 
the ſame time: This Seed of In- 
fideliry ſown when the Rule of, 
F aith was renonned , fer ſt dard 
to appear publickly dbove Ground 
in the writings of Mr. Chilling- 
worth and the L. Falkland ; and; 
though, had it been propogid bares 
fac't, in another occaſion, it could 
have hofy d for” ro welcome Receps. 
tron even amongs$t the Generality of 
the Proteſtants themſelves, who 
were made believe ever ſince their 


hb2 Breaks 


Introduction, 
Breaking from the Church, thei 
Faith had the Word of God for 
ts Baſis, which they honeftly un- 
derſtood to have the ſame Certain- 
ty a5 if God himſelf had ſpoke 
it;yet,being dre$t up by their plauſi - 
ble Rhetorick, and, advanc'd in 
a circumſtance whey they were 
confuting the Papiſts, the middle 
ſort of Proteſtant Readers at una- 
wares let it paſs as meritorious 
to their party ; and the wiler ſort 
embrac'd it both as a real Truth, 
and alſo as making beſt for the 
Intereſt of their Caule when they 
would oppugn us;what diſſervice ſo- 
ever it did tot he Common Cauſe 
of Religionor Chriſtianity. For,they 
were not at all ſolkcitons(ſo ſtrange- 
ly did faGion tranſport them ſo 
they could in their conceit over- 
throw the Infallibility of the Ca- 
tholick Church, _— they re- 
R duc d 
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\ TntroduRtion. 
duc'd a]l Faith © znto Incertainty, 
and all the” Grounds on which 
tis built, into a tottering Cortin- 
gency. 

It ſeem'd to threaten Mif- 
chief conſiderable enough to Chri-+ 
ſtianity, that ſuch 4 pernicious 
Tenet ſhould be publickly ownd 


in Controverſy, to taint the wiſer 


ſort of Readers with Atheiſm, i 


which it hath been too ſucceſsful ; 
but, it grew intolerable when it 
duſt take the boldneſs to appear 
in Sermons pronouncd in wery 
Honourable Aflemblies, and af< 
terwards publiſi-d in Print ; where, 
under the Title of | The Wiſdom 
of being Religious | and a great 
many ſeeming ſhows,and, T hearti- 
ly think, very real Tntentions of 
impugning Atheiſm, by an 1l]-prin- 
cipled, and ( inthat circumſtance ) 
imprudent and. unneceſſary confeſ- 


3 fron 
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fron 772 equivalent Terms of the 
poſlible falſhood of Faith, nay 
even 45 to the chiefeſt and mo$ 
Fundamental poizt, the 'Tenet of 
4 Deity. Religion receives 2 deep 
woiind , 2d Atheiſm an eſpecial 
Advantape : as may perhaps more 
particularly be ſhown hereafter. 
I envy not that Sermon, and ſome 
otber ProduSiions of Mr. Tillotſon 
their Aythour, their due commen- 
aations, though he be my Adver- 
fary 3 I acknowledge that in his 
clear Method, or diſpoſition of 


bis matter , and the cleanneſs of 


bis ſtyle, which: fit bim for ati 
Excellency in Preaching, be hath 
ew Equals; andihat, had he good 

rinciples, he would deliver them 
as intelligibly as any man I know , 
onely I could wiſh he had right 
Principles to Ground hs diſconrſe, 
without which he can never make 
4 


A 2f, ' 


| Tntrodudction, 


z Controyertiſt, but mu} riceds 


andermine the (olid Foundation 
of Chriſtianity, if he undertakg 
to meddle with the Grounds of zt, 
ever while he goes abont to defend 


What T am on this occaſion 


| chiefly to refle& on, is my own ob- 

1 ligation z which # , the boldneſs 
1 of owning and publiſhing tbe In-' 
{ certainty of Ehriſtian Faith , be- 
{| ing come to the height, to aſſert 


its Abſolute Firmneſs an# Cer- 
tainty itt the beſt manner God ſhall 
enable me: and his Providence 
ſeems to require it of me at pre- 
ſent ; In regard 'ts expetled I 
ſhould reply to Mr. Tillotſon's pre 
tended Anſwer to Sure Footing 5 


whoſe firſt Principle in that Re-- 


' ply feems fo be this, that, what 


he deems the Rule of Chriſtian 
Faith, and, conſequently, that 
| Faith 


IntroduRtion. 
Faith it ſelf zs poffible to be Falſe; 
he defends p. 118, and in diverſe 


he more oppugns my diſcourſe than 
the Proteſtants own confeſſon , 


fates them without more ok and 


#s onely right, becauſe its onely truly 
certain Kule, TRADITION. 

, © Tet,were it xot my chiet deſign to 
eſtabliſh the Abſolute Truth of 
Chriſtian Faith an at ſelf, by all the 


xeerly to canfute Proteſt ant Con- 
trowertiſts, 1 needed not take the 
pains thus to multiply Demonſtra-. 
t1045,or even alleds ſownch as one. 
For, f; ance, whatever they pretend 
| ſeem- 


for,by virtue of this Poſition, which. 
other places :mplice and builds on, 


by any other Theſis whatever. The. | 
contrary to. which if I e evince, then | 


that they hawe no Abſolutely-Cer: ; 
tain Ground or Rule of Faith, con- | 


concludes them to have relinquiſh'd_ | 
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ſeemingly to Antiquity or Authorl- 


ty of Fathers by their voluminons 
quotations, yet they will finally and 
heartily Stand to nothing in conteſts 
about Faith, as Conclufive, but 
their own Interpretations of Scrip- 
ture; Which being ſo weak 4 
Ground that every dayes Experi- 
ence ſhows it's Failings ; an ordt- | 
nary Probability abundantly e- 
rough to overthrow their Diſcourſes, 
whoſe wery Principle 7s not onely 


| Improbable, but evidently a Falſe 


one , Whence, the meaneſt Catho- 
lick writer cannot fail to have the 
advantage over their Beſt in a Pru- 
dential man's Eſteem; becauſe he 
cannot poſſubly miſs of a Medium 
more probable than is their main 
Ground. I declare then that my 
Chief End zz this Treatiſe 3s to (et- 
tle Chriſtian Faith,crtodemonſtrate 
that it muſt be truly or Abſolutely 


Cc Cer- 


Introduction. 
Certain 3 and that my epplying it 


now and then to my Oppoſers,s one- | 
ly a Secundary Intention, and meer- ' 


ly Occaſuonal. 


Erel fall cloſe to my Proofs, that } 
| Faith cannot poſlibly be Falſe, to 1 
«void Equivocation in the words, I | 
declare that bythe word[ Faith ]I am 
not ſollicitous whether be meant our | 
AG of Faith or the Points of Faith, | 


that is, the Obje@ of that Ac ; but 


Judg thatdiftin&tion wholly Impertt- 


nent in this preſent diſcourſe ; and, 
the reaſon 1,becauſe I cannot athirm 
a Point True or Falſe, but as it 
ſtands under Motives able to make 
me judge, allent or beleeve 'ts 
ſuch or ſuch ; which Motives, if 
they be ſuch as are able to convince 
that the Point cannot but be ſo, 
ihen my Judgment or Aſſent tothoſe 
Poznts, thusconcluded, that is my 
Actof Faithcannot but beFrue;bes= 


cauſe 
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cauſe it depends 1ntirely on Grounds 
Impoſlible to be Falſe, wiz. thoſe 
Motives ; But, if thoſe Motives are 
not of ſuch a nature as is ab{oJute- 
Jy Concluſive the thing is, ther 
both the Thing, Obje&, Point, or 
Propoſition of Faith, as being onel y 
K nowable by wirtue of them, may 
be otherwiſe, and alſo 'my AQ of * 
Faith or Belief of thoſe Points may 
be a wrong or erroneous Tudgment; 
that 3s, both of them may be Falſe. 
To ask then if Faith can poſlibly 
be Falſe, z to ack whetber the 
Motives laid by God's Providence 


for Mankind or þ3s Church to exr- 


braceChriſtianF aith,zmſt be [uch as 
of th: ir own nature cannot fail to 
conclude thoſe points True ; and, 
to affirm that Faith is not poſlivle 
to be Falſe, is equivalently to aſ- 


ſert that thoſe Motives or the Rule 


of Faith, mt be thus abſolutely 
C 'n- 


Introduction. 


Concluſive, Firm, and Immovable. 
Hence 1s feen , that I concern not 
my ſelf in this diſcourſe with 
how perfe&ly or imperfealy di- 
verſe perſons penetrate thoſe Mos 
tives ; or how they ſatisfy or diſ- 
ſatisfy ſome particular Perſons 3 
ſince, I onely ſpeak of the Nature of 
thoſe Motives in themſelves, and 
as laid in Second Cauſes by Gods 
Providence to light Mankind in 
their way tc Faith: 10 which the 
dimneſs of eye-ſight, negleQ to look, 
at all, or looking the wrong way, 
even in many particular men,ts Ex- 
trinſecal and Contingent. 
Laſily,to awoid Miſtake and Con- 
fuſron, I declare, that there being 
two ſorts of Queſtions, one concer- 
ning ihe Exiſtence of a thing,calPd 
An eſt, wiz. whether there be 
any Certainly-Concluſrve Rule, of 
Faith, or no; andthe other about 
what 


Introduction. 
what is the Certain or truely-Con- 
cluſive Rule of Faith, call'd Quid 
eſt; I am not now diſcourſ ing about 
the'later ( that was the work of 
SURE FOOTING ) but the for- 
mer onely, Indeed, in my firſt di- 


ſcourſe there I a 'd to e- 


vince this Truth from par. 1.t0 par 
17. by diverſe Arguments ; but, be- 


cauſe Mr. T. waves the ſpeaking fo 


thoſe Premiſes as they tend to infer 
my Concluſion, and onely diſcourſes 
a little C Miſtakingly ) againſt the 
Concluſions themſelves, therefore, 
being reſoly/'d to write a Treatiſe to 
eftabliſh Chriſtian Faith,I thought 
fit to apply it to his proceedure 


there;that ſo I may both more forcibly 


invite him to that neceſlary though 
neglefted Duty, and, withall that 
by ſettling theExiſtence & Nature 
of Faith and ii's Rule firſt, I nay 
clear the way methodically to di- 


/ ſeover 
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ſcover what, and onely what, ear | 


be the right Rule of Faith. And, 
poſſebly in my next Treatiſe if Mr, 
- T.and Mr.St.think; fit to continle on 
this diſcourſe forwards by anſwer- 
zng this, they may, by denying 


that in true ſpeech the Points of 


Faith are Truths, or Faith is 
True, oblige me to begin yet 
bigher, and make uſe of ſuch 
Mediums as are more direc and 
—_— fit to confute Athe- 
1m. 

The underſtanding Reader will 
eaſily pardon the Speculativeneſs 
of this Treatiſe in great part of 
it - if be refleds that diſcourſes 
built on Intrinſecal Mediums axd 
manag din the way of Severe Rea- 
ſon do naturally, nay miſt neceſ- 
{arily, bear up tothe Firſt Princi- 
ples ; yet, bythe Harmony and 
Connexion of Aruths with one 

ano- 
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another , there will be found al- 


ſo very many Proofs fairly [n- 
telligible by the middle ſort of 
Prudential men ;, eſpecially in thoſe 
Arguments which are drawn from 
Practice 3 and, if I flatter not my 
ſelf, ſome Proofs , and thoſe Con- 
vincing ones too, ſuitable to every 
Capacity. This comfort my Readers 
may expect to reap by this Procedure 
that it muſt forcibly ſhorten Diſputes, 
and bring Controverſies after a 
while to a period, unleſs our Ad- 
verſaries be Fill obſtinately bent 
to play the Drolls inſtead of ſo- 
berly and pertinently diſputing. 
For , hardly can Errour hide her 
deformity , when ſhe is expoſed 
naked to the view of Rational 
nature 7 the noon-day-light of 
FIRST-PRINCIPLES. 


Faith - 
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Faith Vindicated 


FROM | 
Poflibility et Falſhood, 


_— 


Firſt Evittion. 


$ r. Y Lay for the Befis of my preſenc 
I Diſcourſe theſe two Propo- 
{itions. 

L. Chriſtians are oblig'd to hold firmly, 
profeſs, and land to it , even with Poſtulate, 
the loſs of their Lives, that Points 
of Faith are TrUTH Ss. 

2. None can be thus oblig'd to hold, 
profeſs, and maintain that to be 
TzurtH which they know not to be 
ſo. 

The later of theſe is as certain, as 
that God, the Impoſer of this Obligati- 
on, iS Good: For how unworthy his In- 


finit Goodneſs were it , co will that 
B 7 4bh- 
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Faith vinicaled 


true morality oughe to ſay what he 
Enows not , much leſs ſo afleverantſy, as | 
to ſeal ic with his blood, b-4 | 
.- As for the former Propoſition, which 


\. T account moſt fundamental ro the en- 


ſuing.Diſcourſe,: I am to declare that by 
Holding, &Cc. a thing tabea Truth, I un=- 
derſtand the holding that the thing abſo- 
lptely, inseality, or indeed, is ſ0.45 I judge. 
Whence to this Holding a Thing ro be 
Truth, 'cis not enough that a man hold 
it « ſoto the beſt of hs judgment , bur 'cis 
requir'd moreover, that he' hold he is 
nor deceiv'd in making ſuch a judg- 
ment; and this, becaufe he holds: bis 
Thought' conformable 10 1he Thing, For, 

"4 " this 


Faith vindicated. 
rhis ſertles Verity or Truth on its proper 
and firm Foundation, the rhing, and not 
on the unſtable motions of his Judg- 
men, as does che other. My firſt and 
chic Poſtulatam thus underſtood , I 
cſteemto be {elf-evidentto all that con- 
verſe 'with Chriſtianicy caken in. ics 
largeſt ſenſe, as I declard in my Intro- 
duRion, ſetting afide that ſore of Spe- 
cularers; I mean thoſe of our modern 
Adverlſarics, againſt whom I diſpute at 
preſent ;. and of whom the Queſtion 'is 
now agitated, whether chey are indeed 
ro be held right Chriſtians or no. AndI 
conceive that he who ſhould deny ir, 
muſt be bound to put the contradictory 
Poficion, and to affirm, that Chriſtians 
are n0t bound firmly io hold, profeſs, and 
maintain with the loſs of their lives vhe 
Taurn of zheir-Faith, bur its Likelihood 
onely. $5..":6 { 

. . He that affirms this, if he wqyld be 
helda Chriſtian, is to be coafured by the 
contiary ſentiment of the generality of 
Chriſtians, from whom he diffents in ſo 
Fundamental -a Point as is'the righdy 
underſtanding the nature of Faith, which 
they profeſs, and-which ic ſo highly ins 
ports them ta know ;. that is, indeed; in 
B 2 right» 
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rightly anderſtanding che meaning of 
the word Faith, If he be no Chriſtian, 
yet hold the Godhead, *cis to be demon- 
ſtrared partly from the proper effe&?s of 
Faith, and the nature of the great difh- 
culries, both intelletual and moral, 
which *cis ordain'd ro maſter : panly 
out of the natureof God and his Ar- 
tributes, obliging him to lay means pro- 
portion'd to an intended end ; or to eſta- 
bliſh every thing according to theCon- | 
cern that depends on its which Con- | 
cern in our caſe is the higheſt imagina- ? 
ble, co wit, the Salvation of Mankind, 
the End of creating thoſe very Entities 

on which clte Certitude of Science is 
buils. Or, laſtly, if he be an Atheiſt, 
the Deity and it's Attributes are firſt 
ro be demonſtrated : as alſo what is | 
Man's ſummum bonum, and the immedi- * 
ate Diſpoſicion to it; and then the na- | 
cure and Certitude- of Faith, and conſe- | 
quently of it's Axle are ro be demon- 
{traced. 

Suppoling then my later Poſiulatam 
to be evident to all chat know there 
is 8 wiſc and good Governour of the | 
world, and who underftand the com- 
mon Principles of Morality ; and my 

for- 
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former Poſflulatum to be clear and unde- 
niable matter of Fatto thoſe who con- 
verſe with Chriſtianity; and therefore 
to have unavoidable force upon all that 
would be held Profeſſors thereof, I ſhall 
be bold to proceed upon them. 

And; firſt ,-Logick, whoſe proper of- 
fice xis to look into the nature and aRi- 
ons of our Soul as Katienal, and 4s ir 
were, to anatomize her Thoughts, takes 
up che diſcourſe, and proceeds thus. 


$ 2. Trathsare found in Propoſitions 5 The The: 
a Propoſition confiſts of two Notions "vor ic; 
called Subje??, and Predicate, and a third, £"** 
whoſe cffice 'tis tro conneRt them g nature ak 


whence to {nowa thing ro be Truth or $4/4f4+ 


rrue, is to ſee rhe Conn. xion between the 
two Notions ſpoken of, or co {ce that 
the third truly connefs them. Now 
there are but two wayes imaginable (ab- 
ſftraking from Experience) how this 
may be ſeen : Either by ſeeing immedi- 
arcly that thoſe ewo Notions arc the 
ſame with one another our of the very 
Notions themſelves ; or elſe by ſeeing 


* thar they are each of them the ſame with 


a Third; whence follows, that, unleſs 
chat Third Notion can fail ro be che 
ſame with ir (elf, thoſe two Notions 
B 3 which 
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which are the {ame with ir, cannot poſh+ 


a# 


S ov 


ble fail co be the ſame with one another, | 


The former is called Self- Evidence , this 
Jater, Evidence by deduion : Both are 
buile immediately upon this grand Veri- 
ty, that, The ſame is the ſamewith it ſelf, 
wherefore, unleſs-ic be ſeen: that the 
Pruth of char moſt Self- Evident Axi- 
om isengap'd in their Patronage, they 
cannot be even known to be True; and, 
if it be ſce» that it is thus engag'd,, they 
muſt needs be known 7»peſi1ble te be 
falſe ,, fince*tis moſt manifeſtly impoſh- 
ble, that Firſt Principles ſhould be falſe, 
or that tbe- [ame ſhould not be the ſame with 
it felf, Wherefore, cither Points of 
Faich.need not be known to be Traths, 
or elſc they muſt (by Refi: ets ar leaſt) 
be known impoſſible to he falſe. 

$ 3. Theſameisevinc't from the na- 


nature of gre of the Subje? in thoſe Propoſitions 


which affirm the Truth of any point of 


Propoſici- Faith : For, if we look narrowly, we 
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ſhall find that che Subjc& in thoſe: is, 
either formally, or in effe&, a Propoſition 
it ſelf , as when we ſay, This Propoſetion 
{Chriſt is really in the Sacrament ] is true's 
[ That God is one and three? is true, &C. 
Where the Subjects ace manifeſtly cheſe; 
| os Chrift 
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' Faith vindicated. 
Chriſt is really in the Sacrament, God is 
one and three, or, a Trinity is. A Propofi- 


; tion. then being a Speech apt rocxpreſs 
* Truth or Falſhood, nay neceflarily deter- 
{ min'd to do the one, + (excepting thoſe 
' which ſpeak of a future Contingent) it 
7 follows, that who ever is bound in rea- 


ſon to affiim that the Propoſition ex- 
prefling the point of- Faich is 7ree, is 
bound likewiſe co affirm cis {poſitble to 
be falſe, if taken in the ſame ſenſe he 
.-means its thar is, indeed, if taken for 
the ſame Propoſition, ſince *cis impoſh- 
ble 7r#th ſhould be Falſhood. Either 
then Chriſt's followers are not oblip'd 
ro affirm the - Points they profeſs are 
true, which chwarts the Sentiments of 
the Chriſtian part of mankind; or elſe, 


'they .muſt neceflarily be oblig'd, wich- 


all, ro affirm them zmpoſi:ble to be falſe, 


$4. The ſame is concluded from the g,gn ite 


nature of the Copata, [is ] whioſe office npcufe_ 5 
* he CIfulk 


being to connect or icencifie the noti- 
ons of the SubjeR and Predicate , thar 
is, to exprefs thar what is meant by 
choſe ewo notions is to be found in! the 


ſame Thing, or that they have ane-com- 
.mon ſtock of Being , its proper fignifi- 


cation is Being-os Exiſtence; not abſo- 
: B 4 lucely, 
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ſurely, as if ir meant that either of the, no 
Terms exiſts in Things; bat comparg- 2? 1 
tively or conditionally as it wereythat 7 © 
that Being which belongs to one of the | ! 
Terms, is the ſame Being with thac }7 
which bclongs to the other z or that by | 
the ſame Being whereby one of the |} 
Terms is, the other is alſo. Now then, 
this kind of Expreſhon or Significati- | 
on being ſuch as has no latitude berween {| 
it and its urmoſt Oppoſit or . Contradi- *% 
Rory, [7s not | it being the moſt uncom- | 
pounded notion that is, and not capable | 
to be mingled with any alloy or partici- | 
pation of its Oppolit, as it happens in # 
Contrarirs: it follows that who holds 
the Truth of the Propoſition, or, which 
is all one, the Identification of the ewo 
Terms expreſt by the Copula [is] muſt 
hold it abſolately, and the Oppoſite to be 
Zmepoſſible to be falſe ; nothing being more 
impoſſible chan that is and zs »o8 ſhould 
both be true at once; or that the ſame 
thing ſhould be the ſame and not the 
fame inthe ſame reſpe&, that is, ſhould 
be true, and not be true : And hence it is, 
that chough diſtiaRions uſe to fall upon 
the EquivocaIneſs of the two Terms, 
yer no man that: knows what Logick 
| meant, 


wa Ret. kay cn.et RIS 


PEST On 


l 


—e_ PRs 
0 ——_—_ 
+ » > - 


rn 
- 
—_— 


UMI 


Faith vindicated. P 


meanc, ever diſtinguiſhe the meer Copsls, 
ies ſimpleſt notion not admitting any 
' poſſible diviſion. 

$5. Our Argument from the Copuls From the 
is particularly ſtrengehen'd fromthe na- yur. of 
eure of the Predicate in the Propofitions cas in 
we ſpeak of z I mean in ſuch Speeches as 98 of 
afficm ſuch and ſuch Poincs of Faith top,g;;ons, 
be 7Tyue, For True means Exiſient, in | 
Propoſitions which expreſs onely the 
An eſt of a thing, as moſt Points of 
Faith do; which ſpeak abſtraRedly,and 
rell notwherein the nature of the Sub- 
jeR ic ſpeaks of conſiſts, or the Qaid eff. 
So that moſt of the Propoſitions Chri- 
ſtians are bound to profeſs, are fully ex- 
preſt thus 5 4 Trinity is Exiſtent, a Chriſt 
God-and-man is Exiftert , &c. and the 
like may be ſaid of thoſe Points which 
belong to a Thing or Action paſt z as, 
Creation was, Chriſts Crucifying was, &C. 
For, Exiſtent is the Predicace in theſe 
roo, onely affixt to another difference 
of times and *cis equally impoſhble 
ſuch SubjeRs ſhould neither have been 
nor nt have been, or have been and have 
noe been at once, as it is that a thing 
ſhould neither be nor »ot be at preſent, or 


both be and »-t bear preſent, Regarding 
| then 


Irs Faith vindicated. 

__ then ſtedfaſtly the nature of our: Predi- 
care, [Exiſten;:] we'ſhall find that it'ex- 
preſſes che urmoſt Acuality of a Thing , 
and, aStaken in the:'poſture it bears in 
. > ., thoſe Propofitions, that Actuality exer- 
. »:-. of dy, that is, theurmoſt Actuality in irs 
. "moſt actual ſtace 5 that is, 2s abſolutely 
. . 1 - excloding; all manner or leaſt degree. of 
Porentiatity, and confequently a}l Pofſi- 
bility of being otherwiſe; which is ra- 
dically deſtroy'd when all Potentialicy 
is taken away. This Diſcourſe holding, 
which in right to Truth I ſhall nor fear 
£o affirm (unconcern'd in the drollery of 
any Oppoſer) ro be more than Mathe- 
matically dcrmonſtrative , (as ſhall be 
ſhown more patticularly hereafter)/itifol; 
lows inevitably, char-whoſois'bormd to 
profeſs a Trinity , Incarnation, 8c. isor 
4 Exifiem, is alfo bound to profeſs that 
*ris- #7poſſible they ſhould be not- Exiſtent x 
or whichis all one, that *tis impoſſible 

| thefe points of Faith fhould be falſc. 
From the $6, , Pheſame appears our of the na- 
Dine, ture of diſtinidion or diviſion apply*'d ro 
on, 3s ap- Our 'Predicate Ewifiem, a3 found in theſe 
pyccoiie Propofirions.z Fbrg could thar Predicate 
* bear a pertinent 'diftindtion, expreſſing 
this and che other reſpeR, or #41 and 
| Hf thus, 
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dl | chws, ir wight- poſſibly be 2ccording to 
= one of thole reſpects, or thus confider'd, 
I and zerbe according to another, thar is, 
__ another way confider'd:; Bur this evaſion 
"i is here impoſſible, for, either thoſe gi- 
! ſtinguiſhing Notions muſt be more. Po- 
KA rential or ancecedent to:rhe Notion 'of 
H Exiſftent, and chen they neither reach Ex- 
nf iſtenr, nor ſupervene to it as its Derermi- 
= nations or Actuations, which Differen- 
y ces ought to do's nor can any Notion 
4 be-more Anal or Determinative in the 
c | line of Subſtance or Being, than: Exiſtent 

1s; and, fo, fit to diſtinguiſh it in chac 
| line; nor, laſtly, can any determination 

inthe line of Accidents ſerve the turn; 

for, theſe ſuppoſe Exiſtence already pur, 

and fo the whole Truth of the Propoſi- 

tion entire and compleatantecedently to 


chem : *Tis impoſſible thetefore thac 
what is thus afftirm'd co.be 7rse, ſhould 


in any regard be affirm'd poſſrble 10: be 


falſe; the impoſitbilicy of diſtinguiſh- 
ing the Predicate pertinently, excluding 


here all poſſibility of divers reſpeAs. + From the 

$-7. The ſame is demonſtrated from inpollibi- 
-che impoſſibility of diſtinguiſhing che rodnibagy 
; Subjedts : of: thoſe 'Faith-Propofitions!; ingtteſub- 
for thoſe. Subjeas. being Propoſitions F255 
I | chem- politicnss 
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chewſelves, (as was ſhown 5 3.) and ac- 
cepeted for Traths, as is ſuppos'd, they 
are incapable of DiſtinRion, as ſhall be 
particularly ſhown hereafter, (Evidt. 3. 
$ 5.) Beſides thoſe Subjects being Points 
of Faith, and, fo, ſtanding in the Ab- 
ſtraft, that is, not deſcending to ſubſu- 
ming reſpe&s, even in that regard too 
they are freed from all pertinent diſtin- 
guiſhableneſs. | 
From th: $ $. The (ſame is demonſtrated from 
nature ofthe nature of Trath , which confiſts in 
nk an Indivifible : Whence there is nothing 
io an In-of Truth had, how great ſocver the con- 
divilble. ceived approaches towards it be, till all 
-14y-n6t-bees, or Poteatiality to be other- 
wiſe, be utterly excluded by the Acu- 
s alicy of 7s or Exiſtence : which put or 
diſcover'd, the Light of 7rath breaks 
forth, and the dim ewilights of may-n0t- 
bees vaniſh and diſappear. 
From the $9, The fame is demonſtrated our of 
erviſhe, the nature of Connexion found inthe 
aforeſaid Propoſitions. For, *cis evi- 
dent their Truth conſiſts in the connexi- 
on of thoſe Notions which make the 
SubjeR and Predicate. Whoever there- 
fore ſees not the Connexion between 
thoſe Notions inthe Principle of Fa can. 
ces 
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ſees not the truth of any of thoſe Pro- 
poſitions , that is, choſe Propoſitions 
are not to ſuch a man 779ve, Wherefore, 
Connexion excluding formally Incon- 
nexion, ſo that *cis clearly impoflible 
chey ſhould be found rogether in che lee. \/ 
ſame Subjes, and the falſhood of ſuch 
Propoſitions conſiſting in the Uncon- 
neRedneſs of their Terms, it follows 
that he who is oblig'd to profeſs thoſe - 
Faich-Propoſitions T7ve , muſt ſee the 
Connexion between their Terms, and 
conſequently that they cennes poſſibly be 
inconneced or falſe, Again, ſince all 
approaches or vicinity to Connexion, by 
how near degrees ſoever they ate made, 
are ct Connexion, it follows that all 
Connexion conſiſts in an Indivifible, 
and can admit no Latitude for «4 Poſſib41;- 
ty to be otherwiſe, to be grounded 'on. 
Laſtly, all Connexion being neceſſarily 
Immediate, or ſeen by virtueof Imme- 
diateneſs, and to ſce Immediate Con- 
nexion being the Producer of Certain 
Kvnowledg , or of Aſſurance the Thing 
cannot bur be ſo, it follows , 'that to ſee 
the Truth of ſuch Propoſitions , ' or, 
which is all one, che Immediate Con- 
nexion of their Terms, is to ſce they 
Cane 
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From the '$, 2©, By this time we are brought | | 
f 7 = : IS % OB 
efderly to look into the nature of Opini- = 
ex. Which word I take not here in 2. 
large ſenſe for any kind of Aﬀent, how-' |; 


nature © 


Opanzor. 


64x20: but be ſa, oxthar they ate abſolute-: | 


ly void of all Poſſib#ityof© Falſhood. 


ever:;produc't z bur for an Afﬀent or Ad- 
hefion- to a' Tenet without ſufficient 
Grounds to evince the Thing 7s fo as the 
Opiner judges ; as it is taken in thar 
Proverb, Turpe :# opinari, Now, tis moſt 
evidenr ;- that there 'would be ſufficienc 
Grounds to convince, 'in caſe, the[/ Term 
or Point were feen ro be deduc't by im- 
mediareteps, ora Train of immediate 
Connexions to that very Concluſion. 
'[is-manifeſt then, that tis rherefore Opi- 
vton , and blame-worthy , becauſe its 
Grounds; 'as they are laid in the under- 
ſtanding of the Aﬀenter., *want 'or fall 
ſhort: of this immediare- Connexions 


 Sothat Opinion is 4 judgment upon re- 


oe Or unimmediate ' Confiderxtions., 
By whicty meatis it comes to paſs', that 
che moſt-neceſſaty verity of thar Grand 
Principle, The ſame is the ſamewith it 
ſelf] epon which'iall Certainty both: of 
firſt Principles and of Deduc#on iis: built; 
and: whioſc perfet Self-Evidence and 
e443 Inter- 
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Intereſſedneſs) in whatever bddongs/t6 
right diſcourſe, ſcem ro make the very 
Lighrof Reaſon-confilt ariginally in Ic; 


'# is nor cngag'd in the Opiners diſqowle s 

2 whence, wanting Immediateneſs, jr be- 
#7 comes unconnected, incoherent , weak, 
; and flack, or rather .indecd wells. No 


wonder thenif: all Opinion, how-near 
foever itapproaches feemingly xo:-Ianme- 
diace Connexion, and how ſtrongly ſo- 
ever it be ſupported by an cxperienc'd 
ſeldomneſs of. ſuch Effets, of the con- 
ceiv'd unaprneſs. and fewneſs: of Cauſes 
fir ro produce them, yer ig gdmits: Zafſabt+ 
Iity of being othermiſe, 'tx-regard is fails 
in its very Root and Aefis, by nor telying 
on the-main:Principle and Boundatiar 
of all ftcadineſs in humane-Diſcourſe, 
2nd which is of. ſo.neceſ{ary 'a: Truth, 
that *cis impoſſible ro falter ar give-way, 
ro uphold and exempr: it: from! a liable- 
neſs to diſconnexion: of: thoſe: Nations 
which it pretended; and oughtto Iden- 
eify-;; char' is, from a liablencfs ro Ex+ 
fOUrs .: #7 3:42 CIR, INST 463 
$ 11. ' From this declaration. of. the 
natureof Opinion, it is render'd manifell 
out of what Fountain-head all-Rational 


_ Aﬀemsflowy namely, from ſceing.the 


Imme- 
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Immediate Connexion of one Term | 
with another yz or, which is all one, that * 
this Principle [ The ſameis the ſame with © 
# ſelf ] ſtands-engag'd for their vericy: Þ 
Alfo, that the Light of Reaſon conſiſts 3 
fundamentally in this; and formally in : 


16 


deriving the perfed? YViſebleneſs of this tro Þ 


make other Propoſitions alſo viſible ro } 
the Eye of our Underſtanding, Like- | 
wiſe, that Afents not ſpringing from | 
this Light of Reaſon, mult be, as ſuch, 
Irrational, and ariſe neccſlarily from che | 
will, taken as not following the Light of | 
Underſtanding, bur as prompted and put } 
forward by ſome paſion, v:F, ſome ir- 
rational defire or inclination the thing 
ſhould be ſo, which preft and precipita- 
red the underſtanding into Aſlent before 
due motives forct it. As likewiſe, thar 
fince none can be bound conſtantly to pro- 
feſs what he cannot ſteadily ſeero be rue, 
a Chriſtian who is thus bound to profeſs 
his Faith True, muſt ſee that the Firſt 
Principle now ſpoken of , which gives 
all Steadineſs ro our Intelleual Sight, is 
intereſſed in che patronage of the Pro- 
poſition he aſſcnts ro : Whence, true. 
Faith, by reaſon of irs Immoveable 
Grounds, can bear an aſlcrting the 
| abſoluce 


Faith vindicated, | 
abſoluce Impoſſibility of irs being 
4 Falſe; whereas, who ever affirms Faith 
with may poſſibly be falſe, makes ir buile upon 
ty: 23 remote mediums, that is, ſuch as are ci- 
fiſts 'Þ rhet nor immediare z -or (which is all 
J in 7 one) not ſeen to be immediate to the 
3 tO |} ewo Terms of the Propoſition aſſenced 
' (O i to; and, fo, they become deſticure of 
tke- Þ the Invincible ſtreageh of cbar firſt Prin- 
om ÞF ciple which . eſtabliſhes all  deduc's 
ch, F Truchs , and-legicimatres all Afſents to 
the F them. Whence follows inevitably, thar 
of F hecurns all Faich into Opinion; makes 
pur F Faith abſurd, preternatural - and irrati- 
ir- 7 onaly —— thar *cis a thing 
ng Y which men wff affent co or ſay intcrior« 
a- I ly *:is ſo, and yer ſee no ſolid Grounds 
re 37 why:it muſt be. ſo , profeſs ſtoutly 'tis 
at 7 2roc, and that they are ſore of ity and. 
0- 7 yer, if they will ſpeak cruly., profeſs. 
ce, # withall, chat # evay be falſe, and that che. 
ſs 7 whole world may be miſtaken in irs and 
ſt } laſtly;helcavesall Chriſts DoQrine Inde- 
s i _—_— oor ureerly 10mg — ny ug 
Is - } have, abſoſuce| ing, cither any fo- 
- of lidizyor oerds ym ies Grounds , - or : 
e. & onerruewordinia ſelf, F 
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The Or;- B+.1» J7Row this nor-ſeeing the Con: | 
| nexion of the ewo Terms in / 
of $uf. *ÞE Concluſion by a Metlium immedi- | 
pence and ately conneRted tother bath, but by di- i 
tant Glances onely, which have not the | 
power to make one ſee" /ntel/etdnally the 


gin and 


Aſſen, 


I — 
—=—_ 


Second Evittion. 


Thing is , or Afent; joyn'd with this 


thas, nowwichſtanding, tis not ſeen thoſe | 
Terms are Opp6fir or 'Zaconveddible ;/ the | 
Soul becomes hereupon,'ps it were, in« | 
vironed'with'a kind of IncelleQtnal Dake 7? 
nels, and ſees nor 'which way to ſtep for- | 
wards , without danger-of harming her 3 
Cognoſcitiveor Truchafffting Nate: / 
y Errour , Whence, ſhe remains ina kind” |} 
Neutral Condition, which we call Saf-' * 
" pence, But, is tobe well noted, that % 
chis Suſpenfive Condition of the Soul; © 


3, 
nat being a fic of Adtiality or Devet-- -! 
mination, (much leſs 'of urmoſt Adwa-: | 
lity, as is che ſecing... by virue of chas ? 
main Principle before-nain'd, that a- 2 
thing is) bur of Indetermination, 'Po-- | 


centiality, and Confuſedneſs ; its Na- 
ture admits conſequently infinite de- 
| | grees, 


_— 
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—— {| grees, according as che Appearances 


© Diſſenc are greater or leſs, Moreover, 
Za 10 the paſſiog from Indetetwinationto 
" Þ Derermiaacion (for example) in a mori- 
ny on toa Terminus of Reſt, there are di- 
i- verſe approaches of thar Morions Quan- 
y C- J tity ſo very near the Termings or End, 
One i char their diſtance is undiſcernable ro a 
' the vulgar cyc, and needs exaR skill ro di- 
this ſtioguiſh them ; Fo ir happens here, that 
hofe | chere muſt neceſſarily be found. divers 
the Þ Ticlinations or Approaches 'rowards 
"n<  Fſſert, which haye fo ſmall a degree of 
wk | S#ſpence-in them, that they are hard ro be 
I diſtinguiſhr from abſolute Aﬀencs,butby 
hx 2 alcarned RefleRer; and the way he takes 
ue 7 eo diſtinguith the muſt be to obſerve 
nd- © whether the Underſtanding,, ating re- 
of-' 2 fle&ingly, char is, looking into the Na- 
hat 3 wreof ics own AR, finds there that ic 
uf; 2 abſolucely yields. it ſelf over co judg 
et-" 7 che thing & exiſtent or tr#e,, or whether 
ws F itonely judges it. vey propable og. Truth- 
at 7 likely. For, any Afſcar. to. the greateſt 
*+ 7 Likelibood of 2 thing 1s as far from be- 
0-- & ingan Aſſcntto theghiogs Exiftence, as 
& #7 the Notion of Exjftent or Tree is from 
*- 7 thc Notionof very no true. ar 
| 3 i 


I which incline her cowards Aſent or. 
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if the Aﬀentto the former be not _ 


an Aſent ro the later, yet tend rowar 


ie,as ir does; then *cis Potential in reſpeRt * 
of it, and fo includes ſome degree of * 
Suſpence 5 which defeR only can in our. # 
preſcne caſe, hinder the orher from be- 2? 
ing aQually it, according to our former : 
Diicourſe. Aſert, then, to the meer || 
Likelihood of a thing, is, or-ar leaſt im- ! 


plies, Suſpence of its Exiſtence 


| $ 2., Another thing which inclines | 
men to confound the Aﬀent to the Like- | 


lihood of athing, withthe Afſcnt to. its 


Exiſtence or Trath, is Habituation or C#- *% 


(tom. For, men being us'd to proceed 
naturally to outward Action upon a 
very high Probabiliry , without more 
adoc or examination, they arc hence 
apt to apprehend that a Conceit, which 
had ſo Intle and fo undifcernable a pro- 
portion of Suſpence init, was a perfef? 
Aſſent : and thar, becauſe the Soul quite 
yiclded ro the Motive as .to Exterior 
AQd'on, therefore it yielded likewiſe as 
ro Interior Aſſent, Whereas, by refic- 
ing on the Nature of this AQ in the 
Soul, and by rerriving its Grounds, we 
came to diſcover that, however the Soul 
runs promptly and rationally ro o”: 

. | ward 


UMI 
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from afſcating the thing is, and is con- 
ſtrain'd to ſay interiorly, or acknowledg 
in her own breaſt, ſhe may poſſibly be 


miſtaken, and the thing poſhbly be no4- ' 


Exiſtent, for ought ſhe jces ; which 1e- 
ſtrains her from truly aſſe»ting rhar the 


4 ; thing 1s, 


$ 3. Anlnſtance will render our Di- 
ſcouite clearer, *Tis propcs'd then (for 
example) co our Jadging Power , whe- 


I ther America be or 70? And we'l ſup- 


poſe (to avoid a diſpued caſe) the Evi- 
dence of Authority has convinc'd the 
Underſtanding it once was, by the Im- 
poſſibility the ſeveral Arrcſters ſhould 


either be deceiv'd in a plain ObjeR of 


Eye-fight, or have a commen Motive 
able co make them conſpire to bely rheir 


Eyes. Bar,the Queſtion is, whether it be- 
now or #0. And, the uncouthneſs and . 
unlikelihood thar fo valte a place ſhould: 


C 3 be 


21 


Z ward Action upon ſuch a Motive, when 
7 ſhe is concern'dco a , everi after deli-" 
© berationz yet, not ſo to Interiour Af- 
# ſenc, if ſh ads rationally , bur, upon 
# ref. xion, finding in her ſelf norning to 
© fix 19 her the Exiſtence of the thing, 
F or elevate it beyond the poſſibilicy of 
J n_—_—_ or beig Falſe, ſhe hangs back 
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be deſtroy 'd, joyn'd wah the Cuſtoma» : 
rincſs of acting upon a very great probs | 
bility, makes him whois ro aRt in order' 
roir, (for example, ſend a ſhip chirher) ® 
proceed to his intended; Queward aQion; 2 
fearleſly , and eſteem bi id who. de-. © 
fiſts upon a conceis of fo. unlikely a / 
failure. For, finceall Adtion is in par- | 
ticulars, and Particulars are the very | 


Sphear of Comtingency, it follows, 
that we mui}. nor aRt at all, if we expedt- 
ed Demonſtrations-of the ſeveral Ob- 


jets ang Acjungs of our outward. | 
Aion: Whence he deſerves juſtly ro | 


be accounted frantick who ſhould deſiſt 
from Action where there is ſo. high a 
Probability z for this extravagant cau- 
tiouſneſs were in effe ro take away the 
Motives to any Exceriour Action in the 


world, and conſequently all ſuch Agon- 


is ſelf, But now, let ewo- Speculaters 
or 'Scholars meer together, who confi- 
der not the Prafticableneſs, but meerly 


che Trath of things; and aim not to: 


better their Purſe by Mercbandizing: or: 
outward: Endeayours, bur their Under. 


ſtandings -by righily-made Judgments: 


ar Aſſens, that is, by Knewledges.- and: 
ſhall ſge their working op: the Point 
turns 
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tma-.. J urns upon other hinges. In che: other, 
obey Þ rhere was Neceſſity of ating, without 
rdex' & which the world could nor ſubſiſt : bur, 
XZ here's nonecefty of Aſſemting, which we 
. 7 foppoſe onely aim'd ar, ax preſent , nor 
F cantherc- be any, unleſs that Principle 
F or Cauſe of all Aﬀent [The ſame is the 
FF ſame with it ſelf } comes to exercife its 
2 over-powering Virtue upon. the Soul. 
7 here, xt was cnough that pradential con- 
&- & fiderations diſcover'd a berrernefs ro aRt 
b- F exteriourly, all chings weigh'd, to 
1d which needed not a ſeverity of Princi- 
to: F ples forcing the 77th of the thing : bur 
iſt. 7 Here, thoſe Principles, which are the 
S Maxims of Mcraphyficks or Supreme 


a 
1 Wiſdom, arcthe only things to be con- 
e fulred ; and the prudencial weighing of 
e Particulars avails little or nothing t0- 
n wards the ſecure eſtabliſhment” of the 
" Truth aim'd at. . There, ſome harm was 
- likely coenſue, if they ated not exterr- 
, early, and went not about their work - 
7 but, here, no harm arall could come by 


3 nor acting 2meriourly, I mean, by not- 
3 HA{[enting, but Suſpending till the beatns 
3 of Truth, by the Fountain-lighrt of thar 
Firſt Principle, cleard chcir Underſtand- 
ings : rather on the contrary, @ great 

C 4 harm 
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harm was certain to enſue upon aſſent- Ki 
ing in that caſe, thar is, an Injury co Rea- 
ſon, their true Nature, by cexcluding, | 
without ſecing a middle Term connect- ? 
ing the ewo Extreams , on which every ! 
at of right Reaſon is built, Theſe | 
Scholars then, . or Purſuers of Truth, | 
conſult with Speculative, not PraQiical 
Principles, to guide their Aﬀents by. 
They are certain that ſuch a» £fe## (as 
is the deſtrution of America) canner be 
without 8 Cauſe , and Experience teils 
them ſuch Cauſes ſeldom'or never hap- 
pen : Yer, knowing that all material | 
; things have Contingency annexe to 
their Natures, and not diſcovering any 
evident Principle in Nature hindering 
the vaſt Oceans on either fide America | 
to oyer{wcil che Continent, and ſo dc- 
troy ir; they ate forc'd to confeſs in- | 
ecriourly America may, for any thing : 
they know, peſſ:bly nor be 5 whence they 


arc forc'd co ſuſpend, as to its Exifience, Y «© 

and only 4{{ext to it's extream Likelihood 7 3 

of exiſting. ( 
ThePoin: & 4, The uſe I wakeof this diſcourſe } * 
' 


vince... At preſent isthis: that, rhough Likeh- 


from tbe 


narures of hoods have a great latitudes yet Aſent, 


Cuſpence . | © | 
zod fers © being the rerminue of thoſe qgp rem | 


UMI 
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' Fions rowards it, which gradually exceed 
Bone another } conſiſts in an; Indiviſible, 
J as does the notion of is, on which 
(either ſeex, or deew'd ro_be ſeen) *cis 
2X builr, and co which it goes parallell. 
& Thar, all AQs falling ſhore of Afſeng 
J co the Exiftence of a thing advance no: 
farther than great Aſſents to it's Likels-. 
hood, and fall under the head of ſ»ſpen- 
ſve Aits, as ro that things Exiſtence, as 
| che Soul will diſcover upon reflexion : 
ils  andthat, when we miſtake one forthe 
p- F other, 'tis for nor diſtinguiſhing well. 
ial F the great reſemblance berween afſemiing 
to Þ as to outward Action, and as to the 
ly & ſpeculative Truth; asalſo between af- 


[2 ſenting co the exireamw Likelihood of a 
4 F thing, and affenting to its Exiſtence. 
- FJ Thar, whenſoever we ſee the Peſbibility. 
- 3} of a things being Falſe or not-Exiſtent 
3' 3 ( which in our caſc is all one) we 
/ 3 cannot have an Aſﬀent to it's Exiſf- 
ence , but to the likel:hood of it only, 


and ſuſpend as to its Exiſtence or ai#nal 

being: and that, therefore, they . who 
acknowledg that, notwithſtanding all 
the Means uſed and ail che Grounds 
it has, Faith may poſ+bly be falſe ro us, 
cannot be held ro "aſſet to the Exiſt- 
ence 


26 Faith vindicated. 
ence or Tewb of thofe' points; bur to 
 ſaſpendconcereing their #ruth, and to 
aſſent only to' their theliBood to be true. 
Which, whether ir be & ſofficient di- 
ſpoſtrion ro denominate ſuch perfons 
Chriſtians , will ealily and beſt be de- 
rermin'd by the vulgar of Chriſtianity, 
whopoſfeſs the genum and naural mean- 
ing of the word Faith, untainted with 
the frantick eonceies ſprung from fuch 
ſpeculations as aretaken onr of Fancy ; 
not, as they ought, from the nature of 
the Thing. | 
From the $5, The fame Argnmenrt may be 
Molding, * made from the nature of firmly Holding, 
as was from Aſſet; and che ſclf- fame 
diſcourfe, mnwatis mutandis: ſince tis 
moſt Evident, none can! firmly hold a 
thing to be re, which he ſees and 
acknowledges , that is; Golds may be 
Falſe, however he may hold ir Yery 
likely to be True. | 
From the $6. The ſame is evinc'd from - the 
nature of gorjon of knowing : which word Itake 
K*""E ere abftracedly , unconcern'd 'whar 
kind of knowledg it be';' provided it be 
True and” proper knowledpg,' and not ab- 
ufively fo call'd. For, fince nothing 
can be known ro be bur what &, nor 
| known 
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known v6 be fach bur what & fach: 1pain 
ſince Cheiſtians, if they have. cirher 
Honefty or Wis in chem, - muſt, fore 
way or other, kwow poines. of Exzh to 

be true , whole eruch chey cldceo chem- 
ſcives bound to profeſs. and Band ro 
even with the laſs of their: tives, = | 
follows , thoſe poinrs muſt bewhar they 


- are known to: be, thas is Tr#cs and con- 


ſequently & unlefs knowiedyrcan be Igng+. 
95cm impoſible nos to be or vo be Palie. 
$7. What harh»been.faid of 4ſevrand 
Holding and Emowing may aif6 be difs From the 
cours'd from. the notion of Cerminey't cor emny, 
for this has the fame narare with rhe'io many 
former, as it. is a determination of che '"'s- 
Underſtanding z 1 mean, /aichetinal de- 
rermenation i$the common Genws tothens 
all: and they differ. only in-this, chav 
Knowledg and Cortradntfareproper Effects 
of: Evidence, whether ſprung from the 
thing or from the &:tefter,” nor can-chey 
be where there: is wanting rhic: Tarel- 
leual, Light ifluing from rhax Fiſt 
Principle of: alt. Evidence fo oft ſpoken 
of, whereas Helding' or Aſſenting cav 
procced fromthe Blindneſs of Puſſion,or 
from:-Ignorance, as:welt asfromthectear 
Sighc of: the Underſtanding. aims" 
| the 
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che Nature of Cerainty confifts in an 
Imelleftncl Determination ehus originiz'd, 


and conſcqueatly , when put, excludes 
all poflibility of being otherwiſe ( which 


is the point I aymto evince) appears, 


partly from the Erymology, and moit 
evidently from the Uſe of the Word. 
For, Certws ſignifies Determinate, As 
chen, when the matcer ſpoken of re- 
ſtrains that word co Yolrtiow, it fig- 
vifies an Abſolute Determination of will: 
or Reſolatien, as, certus eund: ; (o, when 
we are ſpeaking of the Grownd of [»- 
telleFnal Certainty , and ſay the thing is 
Certain, we intend to <xpreſs full as 
much as when we ſay , he thing &s 
which ſpeaks Ultimare Determination 
and Acuality in the ObjeR, confider'd 
in it (elf; and, in like Manner, when 
the ſame word is intended to Gignifie 
Format Certainty in Us, or that Di- 
ſpoſition of the Underſtanding where- 
by it is ſaid to be Certain, it muſt ne- 
ceſlarily fignific (unleſs, contrary to 
che nature of Words it's moſt formal 
Notiqn be lefs rigorous then thoſe 
which are leſs formal ) a Determinate 
ſtare of the Uuderſtanding , or an. /n- 
tellecinal Determipation. Whence, as a 
thing 


UM 


thing 15 chen  Cert4in or Determinate 
when ic &, ſo-the' Underſtanding is 
chen Determin'd according 40 it's. Na- 
tute, of Certain, when the Thing is 


ſeen 10 be as it.is, which immediate - 


Effc& of the . other- is impoſſible, bur- 
by virwue of the firſt Principle of E- 
yidence making that clear diſcovery 
and, This engaged, all IntelleQual .Po- 
rentiality, or Poſſibility of not b:ing ſeen 
20 be, is totally and formally, that is, moſt 
abſolutely excluded. The true and ge- 
nuine Notion, then, of Certain imports 
an abſolute impoſſibility thax tha judg- 
ment which ſo fixes and determines 
Underſtanding ſhould be an Errour, or 
Falſc:Since nuthing can be ſeen 39 be, bur 
whact really &s. hs, 

$ 8. Again, fince Determination in 
any kind, is the Termines of all Inderer- 
mination in the ſame kind, and ſo, be- 
yond it: it follows , that Certezmy or 
Intelleftual Determingtion , is plac'd be- 
yond all poſſible _ of Inderermi- 


nation of the min 


poſſible degrees of acerra/ney, and, con- 
ſequently, | Poſſibility of Faljbood to ws, or 


Excour , be tranſcended and. oyercome. 


Faich 
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or Uncertainy. Cer-. 
taimty, therefore, is not arrgin'd ill all 


bd. 
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Fekhb,chen, muſt be deny'd ro be Cey- 
ain, if icbe pur Poſſible to be Falſe, * 

$9. And, as my former Difcoutfe has: 
endexvour'd' to diſphy the Narure of 
Certainly from its Gene and Drfferente, 
which compound it's' Definjtion, forthe 
fame will be ſtill mote' Garisfactfily* 
evinc't from obſcrving the Language of 
Mankiad ; when they vſeche word Crr- 
zain, "For , -thac bring moſt evidently 
the figniſeation:of a word which the 


- _exprefs' by"it: if by divers ſayings of 
| theieg we can manifeftthar hy man | 
ro fignific ſach a Conception by char' 
Word; ' tr wilt infalfibly be the crue 
meaninp'6f is, andthat Conception will 
have in it the true Nature 'of Certainty. 
Let 65 obſerve then attentively what is 
ar the borromoof theirhearrs, when they 
ule theſe and the like familiar Diſcour- 
ſes , which naturally* break from chem. 
How frequent is it , when any one asks: 
another';/ iis forh a thing tar? and the 
other replies, 1 vertly think 1r is, he re- 
turns vpdfi- him with his preſſing. de-_ 
mand , '#,: but are you certgin of it ? may: 
wet you be "miſtaken ? Which clearly inci- 
mnes-thiv rhet Diſpoſtcion calkd Cer- 
FE 9E $4inty, 


intelligent Uſers of that word intend ro 


+ = os @ moan © BE b-4 D2O>8c98 $TCL &. 
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IDF 


Faith vindicated, 
rainty, is beyond all Inclinmigns, Moci- 
ons; or indeverminare Tendeacies of the 
Underſtanding ; making it iveYly-think 
*riserne , which ſpeaks the newremove, 
26 K were, from a certain Aﬀents and, 
conſequently, rhar *dis an abfolace derer- 
i of the Soul -char 
up irne: A \vhat Cerraradpclevares 
the Soul beyond hazard! df ' widfabes 
Again, many times, 'whenot is finarcly 
queſtioned, if tix be Certain of a3bing f 
nor.daring, upon berrer refletion,; pr[- 
trend roCenainry, hereplies watily' (in a - 
moderxe word: which diniaiſhes and 
fails. ſhort of 'rheiorher) vhat he is 246- 
rally certain of ity; Which evidences thar 
the” Notion of-Cervimy 'is in-point of 
fixing or deaermining the Ulnderftand- 
ing, beyond that counterfeit Cendimity, 
call'd Moral Certajniy: "Wherefore, fince 
all Adore! Certainty (us they call ir} bow 
grcat ſocver ,/ though-ic be penetraced 
perfectly accerdingzas tis in xs own Ma- 
cure, is ſeento donialt with a Pofſebjlovy 10 
be otherwiſe ; Trae Certaimty, wIWch 'ax- 


credsir; muſt noods include an peſos 
rrucſpecch, Certain, unleſs it be Japeſ1l- 
ble ro bs Fatſe,- b.iTis. 4 | Jo ; e 


$10, Again, 
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$ 10. Again, let an Overweener, after 
his miſtake becomes Vitſible, be chal- 
leng'd with its we find that, in com- 
mon ſpeech, we uſe theſe or the like 
words, Tow ſaid, or thought, Tou were 
Certain of is, but You ſee Tow are miſi«- 
ken., Is it not Evident that the word 
Certein excludes a poſſibility of being 
pn __ = being Certain of it 
y: is deny'd. purely upon this 

fcore; becauſe he ms ae : which 
ſthews thx the true notion of Certain 
is inconfiftent wich' miffake; that is, 
that Cer#4im%ty implyes Ulnmiſtakableneſs 
or, which is all one, Incrrability hic & 
vx in the preſent affair. Whereas, had 
che notion: of Certainty admitted #: Poſ- 
fobility #91 69, be as he judg'd, he had nor 
been ſo miſtaken in judging that Cerrain 
which by aQually ning not to be 
was ſhewn afterwards Poſſible not to be. 
To think to evade, by alledging that 
it. was not meant his miſtake conſiſted 
in judging that Certe/n or Impoſſible nor 
80 be, which was Poſſible not to be, bur 
in judging-that would be, which afcer- 
wards-bap'd not to be, is mecrly Childiſh- 
neſs and.Fally amongſt Men, who hold 


that chings are carry'd on by che _—_ 


0 


Faith vindicated, 


of Cauſe and Effet; and that things 
therefore happen becauſe a Cauſe purs 
them , or nat happen becauſe no' Cauſe 
purs them. To judg, then, a thing 
would not be is the ſame, amongſt Incel- 
ligent Men, as to judg there would be 
0 Cauſe to make it bez and, if there 
would be none ſuch, *is, moſt evident ir 
could not be, or was Impoſſibie tg be inthis 
order of the world. Such anſwers are 
fit for men who.are led more by ,Sounds 
chan Senlc, and who think a. different 
word will gainchem an Eſcape, though 
that word ſignifies che ſame ching as the 
former, MH 

11. The ſame will appear from the 
Abſurdity , which palpably diſcovers ic , 
ſelf in any Expreſſion that modifies the 
true Notion of Certain with a Comin- 
gency : as if. one ſhauld ſay, *cis Certain 
peradventure, or "tis fallibly Certain: The 


| Nonſence of which ſhews that.che-true 
{ Notion of Certainty implics an Oppo- 
fitneſs co all Contingency, or an Im- 


poſhbiliry co be otherwiſe. _You'l ask, 

what then 'mullt be {aid of the Phraſe, 

[" Moral Certainty] whiere Certatniy ſcems 

ro admit an allay of Contingency 2 I 

anſwer, 'tis cyidenr even hence and frppe 
a 64 %S [4 
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all my former Diſcourſe , rhar che word ) 
Certainty is there us'd Catachreſtically or 
abufively , for ſome great Likelihood, 7 
and its 'Ep!thet means ſuch a degree of it !! 


: 
{it 
; 


as is found generally in humane exceri- © 
our aRions which depend on Free-will, 7 
and are contingent as being Particulars  ? 
and ſpeaks not proper Certainty,. as 'tis | 
meant to ſignifie char perfeR Intellectual | 


Decermination , whoſe Principles. and ! 
Cauſes being high Truths , arc unalcer- ? 


able. Whence, oral Certainty , how | 


high ſocver it be exalted anderiumph in ? 


an cmpry name, is in reality Uncertainty ; ? 
and the higheſt degree of oral Cer- | 
3ainty is the loweſt degree of Uncertain- 


29, enuily ſo call'd ; chat is, of that which # 
expreflcs an Intelle&ual Indecermina- * 


tion. 


$12. Thus much from the uſe of the 


word ; which, when it falls narurally 


and unaffcRedly from rhe rongue of the | 


Speakers, is a proper Effet of the No- 
tion or meaning in their Souls, that js, 


of the Signification of that word, 
whence *cis an apt' Medium to demon- þ 


3 it wo, 


ſtrate that Notion , its proper Caulc, } 


4 poſteriori. 
$ 13. From this Diſcourſe follows, 


firſt, 


I 
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T firſt, char, ſince, ſpeaking of the preſent, 


(and che ſame, in proportion, holds of. 


® other differences of time) is the. ſame 
& ro ſay, The rhing is certain, as toiay the 
XZ thing is z, and co ſay the thing is ſpeaks 
F Indivifibility; the Notion of Certainty 
Z rooconfiſts in an Indivifible. ' By which 
2 is got tneant thac one Certainty-may not 
# be greacer than another, both from a 


oreucer PerfeRion in the Subje, and a 


F greater certifying Power in the Obje: 
F bur, that Cerrainty, in the way of being 
7 gencraced ia che Soul, is cirher chere All 
2 aronceornotatall; inthe ſame ſort as 
7 there is no middle berween #s and # nor, 
7 (or half-beings of them) which are the 
$ tormal Expreflers of Cercainty. Whence, 
7 again, appears chat what we abuſively 
7 call oral Certainty, is indeed none at 
# all; becauſc it reaches not that Individi- 
7 blc or. Dererminacive Poinc in which 


True Certainty confiſts, 


$ 14- Secondly, fince true Certainty e.cm (he 
is caus'd in us by ſceing the thing 7s; and !npethivi- 
this cannot be ſeen bur by virtue of Prin- +r Aiuen 
ciples ; (eſpecially thar chicf one; Ab: taliecan 


; 'P} olas Jin, 0 Y, 
thing is the ſame withit ſelf) which Prin- Princielnh 


ciples being 77uths, cannot poſſibly be 
Falſe : ir follows both that what 15 Cer- 
D 3 tain 


<4-0% = Gn eget er enbec, Ont Is. pref et 


* Erom th- 
Identity cf 
Ceriainry 


wich In- 


fallibiliy. che ſame thing, For, Certainty is nor i 1} 
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* nion , confeſs they have no Principles, | 
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rain cannot poſſibly be Falſe', and that | 
whart can poſſibly be Falſe ſubſiſts upon | 
no Principles. Whence, all Moral Cer- * 
tainty, as they call it, as alſo all high Pro- Z 
babilicies , which-confeſfſedly may poſsi- | 
bly be falſe, are convinc'd to ſubfiſt upon, * 
no Principles: and they, who acknow- ? 
ledg they have but Xoral Certainty and | 
high Probabilities for their Faith or Opi- ! 


fn , Ct | 2 Weai 
which. in true Language. deſerve that Y 1. 
narne, to ground ther bur, at beſt, cer- F 7, 


tain {kely Topical Medinms that oft Y xi. 
prove true, or hoid for the moſt part: } 
which may ferve for a ralkiag kind of I} \,c 
Diicourſe, or. Exte:ion Action , but are * 


Mart things and uſclefs when Truth. is to | a 
be concluded, . -ſ 


$-15-. Thirdly , it follows that true * fo 
Cecainty of any ching is the (elf-ſame 1 
with Infallibility or Inerrabilicy, as to I 


had, eillir be ſeey, chac that Firſt Princi- Y ,, 
ple, [4 thing rs the ſame withit ſelf ] is © P 
engag'd forthe identification of the ewo & o 
Nations which make up the Propoſition jF , 
we are Certain of ; that.is, for the Truth * F 
of that Propoſition : Wherefore , ſince M ,1 
we cau have infallible Aſsurence of the 1 
; Truth 
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cat Y Truth of chat Firſt Principle 2s alſo of 
: ap Schis, thac nothing can be ſeen zo be, un- 
Ie. Ricſs it be; we can frame an Incrrable 
WT ZJudgment that, when we ſee that Firſt 

* Principle engag'd for the Identicy of 


Fchoſe rwo Notions , *7© engag'd for it, 
Yand ſo they identify'd ; chat is, we muit 


and Ynow Infallibly chat that Propoſition is 
2 Tcruc. This I ſay in caſe it be a True Cer- 
NN F cainty, and not an only deem'd or miſta- 


Y ken one: yereven then there is a deem'd 


ec © Iofallibilicy, and the perſon that miſta- 
joe F kingly judges himſelf certain of a thing, 
F T judges withall that he cannot be miſta- 
Ot Y ken, hic &F nurc, inthat particular, which 
CY manifeſts that the N..tion of Certainty 
oli Z is che fame with chat of Infallibiliry, 
Z however it may be miſapply'd. Again, 
TUC If fince the natural uſe of words gives it 
jo 2 not co be nonſence to ſay, [I am 1»falli- 


J 6!y Certain of ſuch a thing} *cis plain 
not 4 that the Notion of 1fallibty is nor diſ- 
._ ÞF parate fromthe Notion of Certain, orine. 
| 1s Z comperear to it: 1t muſt then be eicher 


YO JF Tauological, or clſc be a different yer 
10Nn \F appliable Notion. and ſo apc to diffe- 
uth Y r:nce or diſtinguiſh ir, bur it cannot be 
nce Y this later , for then the Notion of Cer- 
the Þ} ain ought 1n-all Reaſon and Logick ad- 
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. mit with cqual ſenſe the oppoſit diffe- | 
rence [ Fallzb{y] which we experience ic Þ 
does not; nothing being more abſurd 3 
and fooliſh than to ſay, [I am fallibh * 
certain of a thing] *Tis clear then that # 
Infallibly is not fit to difference the No- 
tion of Certain, or not a different Noti- | 
on from its but the ſame ſenſe reitera- B 


_ 
> 


ted in another word for aggravations | 


ſake, as when we ſay, 7 ſaw 1t with mine 

own eyes; or ſuch likes that is, if we 

conſider it calmly , we ſhall find that 

chat malignant word 1xfallibility which 

ſo bewoncers our Oppoſers, amounts to 

no more but true Certaznty , and has the 
 felt-ſame Notion with ir. 


—_ —_— —__— x 


F:cm the $ 16, Fourthly, ir appears that, ſce- | 


conriary 
opunion's 


bly ſu 
j:ding 


2nd Con. 


tingency, fcſs it has no Grounds ſo to ſecure it bur } 


ing what may be otherwiſe, how unlikely | 
unavoid- ſoxver, needs but a lucky chancetobe ſo, | 
b- they who ſay Faith may poſſibly be | 
raith co Falſc, inſtead of eſtabliſhing it, ſubject | 
Charce jt ro Chance and Contingency z and con- } 


a greater Wit than has been formerly, } 
may poſſibly ſhew it to be Falſe; thar is, | 


may ſubvert all the Grounds it now 


ſtands on. So thar theſe men are con- | 
vinc'd not to ſertle Faith upon any firm | 
Grounds, or on the Nature of thething : | 


but 
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but to hang it on Humane wit, that is, on . 
the Wir of the preſent Chriſtians main- 


7 caining irs Plaufibility ; and, poſſibly, 
# on the fortunate want of an acuter Wic 
# than any now extant; who, when he 
2 fhall ariſe, may perhaps outwit them,and 


ſhew all their Faith co be a ridiculous 


# foolery. 
S $517. Laſtly, ſpeaking of Truths, **is x,,, he 


rte&t Nonſenſe to ſay they can poſh: 
ly be Falſe, ſince 'tis a direct contra- 


diction Truth ſhould be Falſhood ; as is «ich6 31i:- 
evident in Predications of paſt or furure *294- 


things, viz. in theſe, Chriſt has dy'd, the 
Reſurrettion will be : the former of which, 
if once True, has been, and fo cannot have 
not been, the. Circumſtance of Cime be- 
ing gone in which only it could zo have 
beemw, and the later, if once put to be 
true, that is, to ſtand under certain or 
unimpedible Cauſes, is Impoſſible to be 
Falſe, or not to ſucceed, So that *tis the 
orcateſt madneſs and folly in the world 
ro put Either of theſe poſrble ro he Falſe. 
if they be once rightly judg'd Truths:and 
indeed I fear rather that they who judg 
the later poſſible not to be, {ubjeRt them to 
impedible Cauſes ; and ſo make them, 
or at leaſt their Grounds as to our know- 
D 4 ledg, 
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ledg, Future Contingents, which have 
neicher determinate Truth nor Fa}ſhood. 


Speaking then of thoſe Propoſitions or 
Points of Faith which predicate de pre- 
ſenti, it will be found by the Conſider- 
er , that they arc all in a matter which is 
#naltergble,and above Contingency;and, 
in caſe this were nor, their very Derer- 
mination to the preſent frees them from 
being other than they are for the preſent: 
Every thing while it & being neceſſarily 
whatit s There is no ſhadow, there- 
fore, of Ground, for a man, who affirms 
Points of Faith to be Truths, to affirm 
withall they may poſſibly be Falſe, AllI 
can imagine in their behalf, ro excuſe 
them from ſpeaking palpable Contra- 
ditions, is this; that perhaps they may 
mean our Diſcourſe, while i7 w14 to 
find out theſe Truths,was impedible,and 
ſo there was then a poſhbility they might 
not become ſcen to be True, that is, might 
be no Truths to ws, But, the Queſtion re- 
turns, Whether, in the end of our weigh- 
mg their Motives, we diſcover them to 
be Truthsorno? If not. why do we 
ſo affeverantly affirm they are 2 and wby 
are we bound by Religion to profeſs 
themtobeſo? or, if we come to diſ- 
cover 
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cover they are Truths, how are we ſo ſtu-! - 
pid as not to diſcover withall, that they 
cannot poſſibly be Falſhoods ? 

$ 18. My laſt Argument from Lo-From ©: 
gickſhall be this, that there is no Way miſpu- 
left to prove Faith, or perſwade it to an-zion, and 
other that acts according to perfe& Rea-1tin %. 
ſon, in caſe zt, that is, its Grounds as tO therwiſe to 
our knowledg , can poſſibly be Falſe,*vinc: by 
And, that this is ſo, is not ſo much evi- £:;h, 
dent from any particular Confideration 
in Logick, as from the whole Nature of 
Artificial Diſcourſe, or Diſputation, For, 
in caſe the Premiſles be but orally Cer- 
gain, (as they call ir) or peſſble to be falſe, 
that is, if the two Terms be not ſeen to 
be connected , theſe Propoſitions may, 
nay o#ght to be deny'd by the Reſpon- 
dent; whoſe Office and Right it is to 
grant nothing bur what is Evidens, leſt 
he enſnare himſelf ; bur to put the Ar- 
guer to prove them. What then muſt che 
Opponent or Arguer do « Muſt he bring 
a Syllogiſm conſiſting of Premiſes. 
only morally Certain or poſſible to be falſe, 
to make the other good £ What will is 
avail 2 fince theſe Premiſles are alſo de- 
niable for the ſame reaſon, and ſo 2» infi- 
zitum ; that is, nothing at all can poſh- 

bly 
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bly be concluded finally , el Grounds 
impoſſible tq be falſe be produced 5 which 
pur, the Concluſion may be ſuch alſo. 
Wherefore, unlefs Faith have Grounds 
impoſſible to be Falſe, (and, conſequently, 
able co ſhew Ir ſuch alſo) none can Rat:- 
onem reddere Fidei, givea true Reaſon of 
cheir Faith $- but ſuch an one at beſt as, 
in due right of Diſpute , is wadeniable 
at pleaſure: Whence Faith is rendred 
both unmaintainable or indefenfible in 
it ſelf, and unperſwadable to orhers thac 
guide themſelves by perfe& Reaſon. 
\ For, however all who diſcourſe of Re- 
ligion, when chey would convert any co 
Faith , uſe not co pin their Motives co 
Syllogiſtical Form : Yet, ſince no Rea- 
ſon in the caſe of convincing the Under- 
ſtanding, is allowable, but what will 
bear the teſt of true Logick ; and this 
aſſures us there's no coxclud:ng any thing 
at all , without relying finally on Pre- 
miſſes or Grounds impoſſible to be Falſe: 
it follows that, how finely and quaintly 
ſoever theſe men talk, unleſs they pro- 
duce ſuch Grounds, they can conclude 
nothing at all, and all cheir importunate 
Perſwafions, which are not reducible ro 


theſe Grounds, (nay, are made uſe of by 
Per- 
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Perſons who declare againſt havine an 
ſuch Grounds for Faith) fignifie pA n- 
much as if they ſhould ſay, 7 beſeech you, 
Sir, be ſo good natnr'd as to believe me; 
though to tell you true, 1 acknowledg ſincere- 
ly neither can I bring, nor camybere poſſi- 
bly be brought any Ground able Tp make good 
what 1 ſay, 0r any undeniable Premiſjes to 
force my Concluſion. 


Third Eviction. 
$ r. *FHus far Logick : Let's ſee next The main 
what Nature and Metaphy- _ _ 
fcks ſay to the Point, in which Queſt ;qq com 
yer we muſt not leave Logick's Aftiſt- the wane | 
ance, - And, firſt, theſe Sciences affure 9; 05% 
us, that as all Capacity of different Be- $ubjee. 
ings ſprings from Firſt Matter, ſo all 
Capacicy of contrary Determinations 
ariſes from what we call Porentiality or 
Indifferency in the Subjet. Now the 
SubjcR in our preſent caſe is not ſo much 
our meer Faculty of Underſtanding, as 
the Points of Faith it ſelf in our Soul, 
or the judging Power of our Soul con- 
fiderd preciſcly as affected with theſe 
Points ; for, tis zheſe, or- our judging 
Power 
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Power taken meerly as converſant about 
Theſe, that is , our Judgments , which 
our Opponents mult affirm Tre, yer Poſ- 
ſoble to be Faiſe, Since therefore both the 
Points themſelves -and our Judgments 
] conſiſt formally in Affirmation and Ne- 
gation, that is, in & and & no, which are 
indiviſible, and conſticuced ſuch by a 
Formality the moſt formal and actual 


that can be, (as hath been ſhown) they | 


can have, as ſuch, no Indifferency or Po- 
tentiality in them to the contrary , nei- 
ther Natural nor Mertaphyfical; nor,con- 
{ſequently, Poſſibility of Falſhood. 
Scom che, $2, The Poſition of our Adverſarics 
ortcwite, is ſtill render'd moreabſurd by this Con- 
eccllity © NTS 4 
purtiog a fideration, that even in Nature where 
conliften- there 15 the greateſt Potentiality that is, 
- 3M} viz. Firſt Matter, the SubjeR 1s not yer 
Falſho0d. capable of oppoſic Qualities at ovce, but 
ſucceſſively, ar, leaſt in che ſame pant: 
Whereas, their Poſicion is not that Faith 
which is now True is poſſeble to be Falſe af- 
terwards upon the Alteration of ſome 
Contingent Martter ; bur, that 'ris Poſſible 
now tobe Falſe, or poſſible ro be yow Falſe, 
for any thing any. man knows ; that: is, 
the underſtanding may have poſſibly 
Truth and Falſhood in it ar m_ 
an 


> 
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2nd as to the ſame Part or Point; 


$ 3. Bur *cis ſtill far,more ircational, From the 
otherwiſe, 


in - regard theſe -ſeeming Contraries ; ....dy 
(Truc)and(Falſe,) apply'd ro the Pro-,of pucciog 
poſirions we ſpeak of, have in them the $9" 


. perfe@ nature-of Contradidories,: it be- be tru, 


ing neceſſary that in thoſe which ſpeak 
de preſent, one ſhould be expreſt by ['s 
exiſtent ] the other by [© not exiſtent] as 
*tis in thoſe which ſpeak preteritly and 
fururely, that one ſhould be expreſt by 
(hath been) or (ſhall be,)the other by (hath 
not been) or (ſhall not be: ) To think then 
they can ar once be 7rueand Falſe, is to 
judg that ComradiRories -may:be veri- 
fied of the ſame, or that both fides of 
the Contradiion may be true, 
$4. Apzin, - Truth being a Confor- Brom the; 
mity of the mind to the Thing, and Falſ- oherrie., 
hood a Diſconformity. to ſay, a Propo-uring it 
firion is True,-and yet poſſible: ro be [agen 
Falſe, is to ſay, that the mind, confader'd cy wi 
a5 judgingly converſant about that Pro- at once 
paſition, may be ar once Conformable<202im; 
and Diſconformable ro che ſame thing. gicon- 
Too wild a Poſition to be introduc'd in- formabic 
to a rational nature, by any.ching but \y;,s. 
ſuch a wilful and blind paſſion, as muſt 
firſt aRually:corrvpr , and, in fine, trend 
| {6 
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© to deftroy the very nature ir ſelf. 
From the $5, And, to void this Theſis from all 
reg poffible evaſion, here can be no differen 
ferent Re» ReſpeRs according to which theſe Af- 
IpcRs bere firmations and Negations may be made, 
2 Contez- 10 to avoid ConradiQtion z but all ſuch 
dition. Reſpect are excluded, both our of the 
- nature of the Predicate in moſt of thoſe 
Propofitions, as hath been ſhewn (Ewi@. 
I. $5.) as alſo out of rhe nature of the 
Points of Faith ; which, ſtanding inthe 
abſtra&,deſcend nor to,nor meddle with 
ſubſuming Reſpe&s, bur have their No- 
tions compleared in the common words 
which expreſs them. And, laſtly, be- 
cauſe Tr#th5 and Falſhoods are not capable 
of Diſtintions and Reſpes - For, 
howevera Propoſition taken into Con- 
fideration and ſcanning wherher ir be 
eruce or no, may admit Reſprs and Di- 
ſtinRions, and ſo beaffirm'd ro be in this 
regard 77%, in that Falſe; yer, what is 
once accepted to be True, cannot in any 
ReſpeR afterwards be affirm'd poſſible 
co be nor True, or Falſe. 'For example, 
this Propoficion f An Ethiopian « white} 
is diſtinguiſh'd by Reſpecs co ſeveral 
parts, and in regard to his Teeth cis true g 
ro his s&i, is falſe : But after _ 
Ce 
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Reſpects have diſtinguiſh'd the Ambi- 

puity of ir, and fo, by dividing it into 

two Propoſicions, ſettled one to be Tree, 

the other to be Falſe, there can be no fur- 

ther uſe of ReſpeRs or DiſtinRions, 

which are co antecederto Truch and Falſ- 

hood by clearing che donbcfulneſs of 
Propoſitions, and can havye no place after 
the' Tr#1h is once acknowledg'd, or ſu- 
pervene to it. He then that once ac-. 
knowledges Poines of Faith to be Trachs, 
can have no Aﬀfiſtance from recontſe ro 
this and che other ReſpeR, ro evade a 
ContradiQion when he affirms they may 
be Falſe. Ne 


$ 6. Again, 'tis particularly oppofite From he 


to the nature of a Soul to have ſuch an 
Ac in her as to'judg a thing Trae yer 
poſſible 20 be Falſe at the ſame time. For, 
our Soul as co tier Judging Power is ef- 
ſcmially a Capiciry of Trurh ; whence 
the} Firſt Principles' which groumd all 
Truths are ſo connatural ro het, that ſhe 
cannot bur embrave them and judg'them 
true. Nothing therefore we. yu 
oppoln ro Trurh than a ContradiMon, 
t follows char nothing is more impoſh- 

ble ro be receiv'd or ſubjefed in the 
Soul according to her Judging m__ 
than 
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chan a Contradicion ; that is, no im- 
plicory or contradictory AR can ſertle 
chere, Now, to judg a. Propoſition or 
Point co be #rve, is to judg the thing to 
exiſt juſt as-ir affirms; and, to judg it 
Poſſible to be Falſe, is to judg ir Poſſible not 
zoexiſt as it affirms z and this, not in or- 
der to different times but the ſame, rhat 
is, to judg a Propoſition or Point true 
yer poſhbble ro be falſe, is the ſame, as to 
judg the thing aQually: is, and yer pet» 
haps is not at che ſame time; and this, 
as appears by our former Diſcourſe, not 
to be avoided in our caſe by difference or 
diverſity of Reſpets. Wherefoxe,fince 
ſuchan Adis nor poſſible co be in the 
Judging Power of the Soul , *cis moſt 

' manifeſt, that he who holds one fide of 
che Contradicion, cannor poſſibly hold 
che other; that is, he. who holds Faich 
may be Falſe, cannot hold char ris True; 
and thar, if ic be. held and profeſt co be 
True, it ought alſo to be held and pro- 
feſt Hmpeot 10 be falſe. 

From the $7. Moreover, the Soul,antecedens- 

nccelluyof}y co-irs being inform'd by the ObjeR, 

Soul &« WAS zndifferent and wndetermin'd co judg ft 

| once de» TywgOr Falſe,thar is,to be or not #0 be;bur, 

2nd inde. WHEN it came afterwards through v5 
cra- 
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deration of the Thing or Obje& to judg termin'd 
it 7yve, it became determis'd, and how, ip.%5" 
but by a Notion the moſt dererminative Poiar, 
of any other,viz.chat of being or #©:wher- 
-fore, fince to pur in her at the ſametime 
a Judgmenc of its poſ:b:lity ro be Falſe, 
puts her co be indetermin'd, and this in or- 
dcr tothe ſame, This Poſition puts the 
Soul to be at once dererminate and inde- 
terminate 23S to the ſamey which ſtates 
are as vaſtly diſtant as ai7val Being and 
not-attgal Being can remove them. Nay, 
this monſtrous Theſis makes the Soul In- 
determinate co cicher {ide,that is toTruth 
as well as to Falſhood, even after it had 
ſuppoy'd her detre1min'd ro Truth, For, 
ro judg a Point poſſible to be Falſe, puts 
the Judgment Potential or Indecermin'd 
as to the Falſhood of it, and Falſe ſigni- 
fying n0t-truc, poſſible to be Falſe mult ſig- 
nifie poſſible to be .0t True, and ſo include 
Porentiality or Indetermination to 
Truth alſo: in regard , were it ately 


True, it could not be Poſſrble 50 be not 


Trae, or not it {elf, The Soul muſt then 
be Indeterminate to either, thax is, acicher 
judg ic true nor falſe, even after ſhe was 
ſuppoſed ro judg it #rue , incaſe ſhe can: 
then judg it poſſible to be falſe; and, con-; 

| E ſequent- 
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ſcquently, this Poſition of Faith's poſſi- 
bility eo be falſe, cannot, without high- 
- eft contrad ion, ſtand with a hearty 
-Conceit that Faith is True, Tothink to 
eſcape the force of this Argument by al- 
leadging the reſpero different Motives, 
or, that the Underſtanding was not per- 
feRly bur partly derermin'd,is in ourcaſe 
frivolous. For I ask, was it.determin'd 
enough by any IntelleQual or Rational 
Mortives to judg the thing #s 7 if nor, 
what made it judg ſo when thoſe Mo- 
tives could not ? Is it not evident it muſt 
be ſome weakneſs or ſome blind motive 
inthe Will, not Light of Underſtand- 
ings? But, if it were determin'd enough 
co judg the thing 2s or 7s true ,' *tis alſo 
enough for my Argument and Pur- 
poſe. 
$8. Eſpecially the force of this Ar- 
gument will be better penetrated when it 


of T-ucth ſhall be well confiderd in what 7rath 


and Falſhrod formally conſiſt , and that, 
raken rightly, they are certain AﬀeRions 
or Diſpoficions of our Underſtanding. 
For, that is not to be called 7r#e by me 
which 1s not True to mes; not Is any 
thing Tre 10 me, but when 'tis ſeen by me 
to be ſo in the. Object; and to be .chus 

| | ſeen 
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ſeen by me, is the Objce co inform and 
aRuace my Underſtanding Power as 'tis 
Judicative ; whence that Power, as is 
thus actuated, gains a Conformity tothe 
thing ir ſelf, in which confiſts the pre- 
ciſe nature of Truth. However then 
Truth come from the Object which is 
the ground or cauſe of it, yer *tis formal- 
ly no where but ia the Underſtanding or 
Judgment, as appears evidently from 
this, thar Truth is found in Propofiti- 
&ns: now Propoficions are not in the 
thing formally, (though, when true,they 
are deriv'd hence) bur in the ind only, 
and fignificatively in words. Truth then 
is that whereby / am tree or veracious 
when [ ſay interiourly, the Thing &, or 
is thus and thws , wherefore the Truth of 
any Point is not had till chis Actuation 


' or Determination of my Power by the 


ObjefF, which as it's Formal Cauſc makes + 
chis Conformity to it, be put : And, this 
put, to think that at the ſame time or at 
once the mind can'/be unatiared, unde- 
eermin'd, potential or difconformable to 
it, is too grols a conceit to enter into the 
head -of any man endued with the com- 
mon Light of Reaſon. Whoever then af- 
firm's Faith or choſe Propoſitions which 
1.8 CX- 
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or ſome other Intereſt, 


Meraphy- 


az fromall other: For, according to this 
| Tener, 77uthor the Conformity of | our 
" Underſtanding co the ObjeR, pur by 


expreſs Faith poſſible ro be falſe , he-is ! 
convinc't. by the cleareſt Light of Rea- } 
ſon (in caſe the deſperation of maintain- 3 
ing the Truch of Faith, for want. of 3 
grounds,drives him not to ſay anything, # 
but that he ſpeaks candidly what he 
. thinks) nottojudg or ſay from his hearr, 7 
His Faith is indeed True, having never Exe 7 
k perienc't in his Soul, for want of Prin- Z 
ciples to put it there, that the Object or | 
Ground of his Faich hath wrought in | 
it that Conformity to the thing, in | 
which Tr«th conſiſts ; and, conſequents- | 
ly, that, when he profefſes Points of Þ 
Faith ro be Tr«1hs, he either by a fortu- 
nate piece of folly underſtands not } 
what he ſayes, or coilogues and difſem- ! 
bles with God and the world for honour Þ 


Frem the *$9+ *Tis hence farther demonſtrared ! 
nocio'ot that the Poſition we impugn deſtroys | 
feat unity *& Notion of Metaphyſical Unity, con- Þ 
fiſting in an Indiviſion or Indiſtinion 2 
of any Notion, Nature or Thing in it 2 
ſelf, and a Diviſion or Diſtinion of it / 


\_ 9uFJjoyne-lupyolizion that the Propoſt- * 
ton 


Feion of Faith is 77we , may. poſſibly be 
XZ Diſconformity -or Falſhood, and this 
A Decrerminare Stare, Indeterminare;which 
2 makes the mind 4s baviog in it One No- 
®cion, chat is indeed that One Notion, ca- 
'Z pableco admit inco its bowels, Another, 
2 noconly diſparare, but Oppoſic, bac is, 
7 One poſoible to be wot One, but Another, 


I is Truth, and ſothe Good or Pexfeion of as 
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-$ 10, The ſaine is demonſtrated can- x.,on the 
cerning Metaphyſical Verity,” Gor this notion of 
Poſition makes the felf-ſame mental pricy ne 
Propoſition or Diſpoſition cf; the Un-y. 
derſtanding we call 7741, poſſible ro be 


Falſhood,, that is, Poſſible not 20 be the 


J ſane with it ſelf, which ſubverts all 24e- 


taphyſical Yerityz that is, the Foundation 
or ground of all Format Yerity or Truth 


I inte World, 


$11. The ſame injury demonſtrative-From the | 
ly accrues ro Metaphyſical Bonity or 9219" 0 
| 1 ; A ctaphy- 

Goodneſs. For, it makes that Con- cz! o- 
formiry of che mind co therhing which EAA 
0 fl . 


the Underſtanding, to be at orice poſſible 


to be Falſhood, that is, poſhible ro be wor 


good but harmful and deſtructive to it, 
-: $12. I makenoqueſtion but my Ad- - 
verſaries will think to cjude the force of 


theſe three laſt, Demonſtrations, and per- 


E 3 haps 
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haps of ſome others by alleadging that 


they deny abſolutely Triith can pofhi- 


bly be 'Falſhood , and that they mean y 
only that though the PSints of Faith ap- 
pear now upon conſiderable Motiyes to 3 
be True, yet thoſe Motives ſecure it not 2} 
from being abſolutcly Falſe; bur nor ſo ? 
that they can really be beth. And 1 2 
grant this would be a good Anſwer, in 
caſe they did not affirm Poinrs of Faith | 


ro be really True, (upon which Suppoſiri- 


ontaken from the common Language and | 


Sentiments of all char profeſs Chriſti 
anity , even theirs too as Chriſtians 1 


proceed ) but only profeſt they were 
Likely to bt Trae, for then it would be * 
ſo far from following char Truch could } 
be Falſhood , or that the fame Points + 
could be both true and not true at once, Þ 
that, inthar caſe, ir would follow they 7 
ought to affirm they were neither True | 
nor Falſe; fince likely to be True and Trae | 
indeed are no more the ſame, than a Sta- + 
tue which is /ike a man is the ſame withi | 
9an, But, if all Chriſtians be bound ro 


profeſs, and chemſelves aRually do ſo, 
chat their Faith is /ndeed Trae, then ler us 
ſee how they will avoid*rhe conſequett- 


ces of my former diſccurſe, when they | 
is aſlerc 
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aſſert it witball Poſſible to be Falſe. For it 
is that very individual judgment they 


* make concerning a Point of- Faith, or ag 
2 AG of Faitb, which chey muſt affirm ro 
ZZ be True ora Truth, that is conformable 
# co the thing; and *is of the (elf-ſame 
Z Judgment , rhough call'd by them 3 
Z 7rath, of which they afficmthar is pofr 
in & ſlo be Falſe, or diſconformable to the 


Objeat: And, this is nct ſo meant as if 
it ſhould become ſo afterwards , cither 
by ſome Alceration of that Judgment 
into another, or of the thing .ro which 
it is Conformable, but that even thar 
very ſclf-ſame- Judgment , while they 
ſpeak and hold it after their Faſhion True, 
may even then poſſibly be Fa'ſe; from 
which *cis evident, that for want of folid 


| Grounds to ſettle Poin.s of Faith in 
| their Soul as Truths, they hold chem 


indeed only L:kelihoods, whoſe Nmure 
is to be Poſſible ro be F.lſe, and yer, 


2 forc't by the natural ſenſe and language 
} of Chriſtianity , which '*tis diſhonour- 
{ ablerorhem coo palpably co contradict, 

they become oblig*d ro profeſs them 


Traths, whoſe firm Grounds make them 
Impoſſible to be Falſe, chough at the 
ſame time they affix ro them the proper. 

E4. | badg 


v 
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badg of Likelihood, Poſſibility of Falſhood, | 


Whence by confounding the pureſt and | 


ſolideſt nature of Truch's Gold, with 


other Notions of ſo baſe an alloy that it | 


cannor admit any mixture with them, 
all Principles which are co ſupport the 
true Natures or Beings of things, are by 
conſequence attacqu't ; and, could cheir 
Poſition ſtand , would quite be over- 
thrown. 5 


————— 


Fourth Evition. 


From the $ I. 


contrary 


Truth cannot eſcape the per- 


"If 


} tw very firſt Principle of all | 


Thfs bz- nicious Artemprs of this Erroneous Te- | 


;0g deliiue , ; : 
aver Et, *Tis this Quicquideſt, dum eſt , im- 


the Fu ſt poſſib:le eft non 4*, or, The ſame thing can-. 


tony wel not both be and not be at once, For in 


. rrchy. PFatth-Propoſitions , eſpecially thoſe in 


acks., which Exifent is the -redicate, Fas the | 
Trinity «, &c.] "tis the ſame to ſay the } 
Propoſition is 77e, as to ſay the SubjeR | 


is Exiftext; and the ſame to ſay it may be 


Falſe, as to ſay 'tis Poſſible to be not Exiſt- | 


ent, or that it ay notbe,; and our Ad- 
- verſaries relare not this to a feveral cir- 
cumſtance of time in which th:y may 
| : be 
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be conceiv'd to agree to the Subje ſuc- 
ceſſively, for their ſenſe is that this Pro- 
poſition [' Trinity i, &c.] may (for any 
thing they know) even now poſſibly be 
Falſe while they pronounce it true. Since 
then coaffirma thing Exiſtent , and yer 
Poſſible to be not Exiſtent ar the ſame time, 
is roſay direaly, that it may be and may 
net be at once , 'tis moſt manifeſt that ei- 
ther they muſt not ſay 4 Trivity & Exiſt- 
ent, or elſc *tis not paſſeble not ro be Exiſtent 
at the ſametime, thar is, if indeed that 
Point of Faith be -7rve, they muſt with- 


all affirm ir Impoſſible ro be-Falſey as 


alſo that they who affirm both , profeſs 
co hold dire& ContradiRories. . Sothar 
while theſe men go abour to violate the 
Sanctuary of Faith, whoſe ſolid Nature 
is ſo built char is intrinſecally repug- 
nant to Falfity, they by conſequence 
ſubvert the Ground- work andBoctom- 
Principles of all Truth. So wiſcly-did 
thar beſt Maſter of Mankind ſertle his 
Dodrin,that we cannot call into queſti- 
on that which makes us Chriſtians, with- 
out renouncing all that makes us Mer. 


$ 2. I foreſee my Adverſaries will ſtill From the 


objc& that I miſtake chem and impoſe; 


upon them to relate their Diſcomſc tO cwffciene 
F907 s p18 a the Motive to 


judy 2 
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j=dg2 thereal Being of the thing as it Fands 
Tre? wich #8 the thing it ſelf, whereas they intend 


2 Motive jt only to mean the thing as ſtanding un+ 


eo judg it 
ffible 10 
be Falſe, 


der Notion, or conſider d according £9 
divers Mortives they extier have or may 
haye to perſwade or diſſwade them as to 
the Verity of it; and inplain terms that 
they mean only chis ; that Faich is nog 
ſo conveniently propoſed to chem bu 
that the grounds of 1t-far any thing ap- 
pears evidently are poſlible to be Falſe. 
I anſwer, that I alſo ſpeak of the thing 
8s ſtanding under Notion , | elſe how 
could Ipuric in Propoſitions, and dif- 
courſe from the nature and contradio- 
rineſs of choſe Propoſitions as I do all 
along ! Bur yer, leſt my Notions ſhould 
be aiery and cmpty, I am carcful cotake 
them from the nature of the-rhing, and 
to rare the Truth of my Propoſitions 
from rhe Conformity they have to- che 
ObjeQasin ir ſelf; and the force of my 
Motives'from the relation they have to 
Eſt Principles; and then 1 am ſure £9 

iſcourſe and ſpeak ſolidly. The ſame 1 
expe fromehem : Whence I ask them, 


- whether they aſſent rothis Propoſtion, 


T 4 Trinity © Exilient] that is, judg icre- 
ally and indeed True, or not If nor, I 
argue 


£0 Id ie — ah. _— — _— —— » . As © 
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2xguc nor againſt chem ar prefenc,, bur 
tceave chem ro be confured bythe natural 
Sentiments, and punſh'd by the abhor- 
tence of all chat profeſs chemſelves 
Chriſtians, cyen their own-party z of 
whom I have ſo good an Opinion thar 
chey will heartily abominate thar man 
who ſhall make any difficulty toprofeſs 
and maintain char chere is indeed a Tri- 
nity, or that his Faith is Tr«e.. But, in 
caſe they do afſent indeed rothis Pro- 
poſition, [| 4 Triniy is} or judg. is 7ree, 
then I contend farther chat chey muſt be 
forc't likewiſero affirm it ro beſo in the 
thing in ir ſelf 'as they predicate; that is, 
there is found inthe ſame Thing or Be- 
ing what correſponds to the Notion of 
Trinity and the Notion of Exiftexs, 
which put, andthar they thus judg it xo 
paſs in che Thing, I affirm that, out of 
the formal Oppoſition berween' Exiſftent 
and'”0t-Exiſtent , and their Incompoſſ- 
bility in the fame ſubjet, which they 
canriot bur know; it follows neceſſarily 
that chey muſt judg it Impoſſible ic 
ſhould be not-Exiſtent, or thatthar Pro- 
poſition ſhould be falſe at che-ſame time 
they judg it erue and the ching exiſtent ; 
nor ever afterwards, unleſs the thing 
whence 
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whence it's Truth is taken be. Alterable, 
I will endeayour tocxplain my ſelf alir- 
tle clearer if I can.' As real exiſtence fo 
ualtimarely -derermines and: actuares the 
Thing in-which it is, that ic excludes, 
while there, all poſhbilicy of rea! mon- 
Exiſtence: ſo IntelleRual or Fudg'd Ex- 
iſtence expreſt by the word [7s] ſo ulti- 
mately determines and aRtuaces che Soul 
as to its Judging Power, that it excludes, 
whiles chere, all Poſſibility of judg'd 
non-Exiſtence, in ſuch. fort, that (che 
Soul being by Nature-fram'd a Capacity 
of Truth): tis no. leſs Impoſſible it FF | 
can j#dz-athing way.be and may not be | 
at once, than *cis that a thing ſhould ar 
once beand not be #n reality. Again, I F 
afficm that , tis equally impoſſible. the 
Motive, which (in caſe ſhe acts ratio- 
nally) convinces the Soul the Thing 2s, 
ſhould conſiſt with a'Poſhbilicy of it's 
not Being, as tis that the Soul can ar once 

' Judg itt0beand not tobe, or that the thing 
can-both be and not be really, ſince this 
Motive was the Cauſe of the other Fudg- 
ment, and an Effef# of the Thing's Being 
ſo in reality, and depends on the ſame 
Incompoſhbilicy of Being and nor-Be- 
ing, or on the {implicicy of the Notion 
i5s3 
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is, and, laſtly, 'on a Maxim' as evident 
25 what is moſt z; namely, that the. ſawe 
is the ſame with is” ſelf, Whence I make 
2ccount whoever has ſufficient Grounds 
ro affirma Point of Faith /s, or 7s tree, 
that is, is more than Likely robe True, has 
withall true Grounds to affirm it /»poſſe- 
ble tobe Falſe; and thar, who confeſles 
it Poſſible to be Falſe, diſclaims any true 
Grounds of judging or profefling it Js, - 
or is Tree, and ſojudges it in his hearr- 
to be but a high Probability or. a good 
Likelihood ax moſt, which is enough. for 
plauſible- Talkers , bur falls far ſhort of 
making a mana true Chriſtian. 
$ 3. And, hence, we may ,with hor- 
rour and pitty refle& npon the pernici- 
ouſneſs of Hereſy,in corrupting the Un- 
derſtanding, that eye whoſe defeR fills 
( as our Saviour diſcourſes it ) the whole 
Body with darkneſs z by ſubverting funda- 
mentally all thoſe Principles in. which 
the Common Light of all Knowledg 
conſiſts, and perverting (as much as 
the Goodneſs of Nature eſtabliflye by 
our Creator will ſuffer it) that very 
Faculcy which makes us 44en in what 
is moſt Intrinſecal and Effencial- ro ir, 
the knowledg of the fuſt Principles, 
that 
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char is; deſpoiling ir quite of all In- | 
relleQual Pa rk. ro it's NALre; 
But to return to our Arguments. . - 

$ 4. Canany diſcourſe be taken high- 
er than from firſt Principles 2 Yes, in 
ſome ſort there can ; chat is, fromthe 
Firff Canſe or Being, Of, 4 Patre Lumi- 
nem, the Father of lights, from whom 
al created Natures, whence thoſe Prin- 
ciples are borrowed, and the very na- 
ture of our Underſtanding it ſelf, where 
they are found, derive cheir Origin, 
This Firft Being Metaphyſicks demon- 
ftrare x0 be Self Exiftent, that is, In- 
finit and Unlimired in Exifience , and 


' conſequently in all perfeRions ; amongſt 
which, ſince to be. att 


ro at according 40 right. Reaſon is 


one, God has or rather «that too. Ic 


[ 
' 


being theo according to right Reaſon 
co do what is ſeen clearly to be beſt, all 
things confider'd ; God, feeing what is 


=:gbſolurely Beſt, muſt therefore be Self- 


"be 


Eetermin'd ro 4ofſtill whar is Beſt. This 


put, fooking into the notions of God 
and Beſt, we find them to be both 


 velatove , and_.chat what is good ro 


wone'is is nor good at all : Applying which 
to God's Perfeftion every way _ 
an 
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2nd no way farther perfeQible, tis ſcen 
manifeſtly chat when he is {xd wo ope- 


- rate exteriourly in this world what is 


Beſt, it cannot mean what is Good 
or Beſt ro Himſelf, orany thing which 
is His own Good, or PerfeRion, bur, 


wharis good or beſt to his Creatures, And 


hence we ſertle this moſt comfortable, 
moft eyident and moſt enlightning Con- 
clufion , that God does what's beft for his 
Creatwyes, And, it being evidently Beft 
for them to be guided or govern'd ac- 
cording to the true natures which he 
has given them, it follows alfo cha 
God governs his 'Creatures connatu- 
rally, orſutably co their right natures. 
$ 5 Hence it follows that, if wecan 
once demonſtrate that to AR rhus or 
thus is moſt Connarural to ſuch a Species 
or Narure, we can demonſtrate from 
che Higheſt, Firſt , Beft and moſt Im- 
murable Cavſe, that, however Con- 
tingency finds place in divers particu- 
lars, yer that kind, as 'tis ſabjeRed to 
Gods guidance, is govern'd moſt a- 
greeably to its rue and right. nature, 
which his Creative Wiſdom and Good- 
nefs had at firſt given it. ; 
'$*6 Particularly, *zis conſequent that 
it 
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ix cannot be God ſhould command or 
expect from his Creatures what is op- 
poſit to the true Nature he had given 
them, For, ſince their being what 
they are, or their Metaphyſical Verity 
Is fixt by the dea's in his own divine 
Underſtanding, from which in their 
Creation they unerringly flow'd, hence, 
as to put them ar firſt was to ac con- 
formably to himſelf or his own Wil- 
dom, ſo, to violate them, is to work 
Diſconformably and unlike to himſelf ; 
which it cannot be thought God ſhould 
do through Inclination or Choice, and 
as little be made to do it through 
force. 

$ 7, Again, fince we can no other- 
wiſe diſcourſe of God but by ſuch 
Notions as we gather here from Crea- 
cures; which, however 2mproper, yer 
all grant ro be truly pronounc't of 
him if chey ſignify PerfeRion z Hence, 
if we can demonſtratively evince that 
ſuch an Action is truly agreeable to 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Mercy, &c. and 
ſuch others diſagreeable , we can know 
Demonſtratively that thoſe are worthy 
£o proceed from him, Theſe Impoſh- 
ble ro haye ſo infinitely perfeRt an 
Author, © $ 8. What 
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$ 8, What uſe may be made of thisFrom the 

Principle of Supream Wiſdom ['God __ 

| does what is beſt for ' his Creatures] will cauſe, or 

be ſcen hereafter, The uſe we make of «be Deirye 

it at preſent, is to adde a new degree of 

| eſtabliſhment ro our former Diſcourſes 

by app'ying it c' them. I argue then thus: 

Since *cis agreeable co 7411079! Nature, of 

rather fince *cis the very Nature ic ſelf, 

not to hold any thing bur upon the te- 

nure of Immediate Connexion,orfecing 

chat che firſt Principle of all rational 

diſcourſe, [The ſame is the ſamewith it 

ſelf} is engag'd for the Truch both of 


gh the Premiſſcs and Conſequence, ſince 

Aſents nor thus aberted are but Opint- 
et- IF ors, and, as ſuch, deprave Humane Na- 
ch F wie; fince nothing but #rue Certainty 
a- | can fix the Underſtanding in a ſtead » 
'@t # neſsof Judgment, fince 'cis connatyzal 
of to Rational Nature to proceed upon 
e, BB Prixciples, which is not tobe had where 
at there is Poſtivility of Falſhood z, ſince 
co F this Poſſibility renders Faich- unmain- 
id F tainabley and fo, contrary torational 
W FF naturc, makes Chriſtians hold and pro- 
y feſs what they cannot make good ; fince 
1- che putting Points of Faichrobe Truths, 


n yer poſſible co be Falſe, puts che Soul in 
a F violent and Incompoſhble States, 85 of 
| F | Iny - 
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Indetermination and Determination, | 


Conformity and Diſconformiry ro the 


Objca, nay ſubjecs her corhe judging | 
Contradicions True, which is moſt re- 7 
pugnant to her Nature fince it ſubverts '# 
all che Principles of our Underſtand- 
ing, both Logically and . Metaphyfically 
confider'd, that is radically and funda- | 


menta!ly 'deftroys all poſſible Rational:- 


55; lince irdeſtroys the Nature of Faith | 


it ſelf, and by conſequence the ſtabiliry 
of all the Natures in the world , (ince, 
1 ſay, theſe things are ſo, as hath been 
particularly prov'd in my precedent Diſ- 


courſes, it follows thac 'tis the greateſt ? 
Impoſhbilicy that God, 'who does the 7? 
beſt for his Creatures, can govern or { 
manage his Darling- Creature, Marn- | 
kind, on this preternatural faſhion : Bur, *# 
*tis Certain that the way to arrive at ? 
Faich is particularly /a'4 by Gods Provi- } 
dence, and ſo is an eſpecial part of his * 


Government of Mankind ; *cis known 
alſo and acknowledg'd that he has com- 


mended us to profeſs the Truth of out ; 


Faith in due occaſions z Therefore, 'tis 
Impoſſible the Means, Grounds or Rule 
of Faith, and, conſequencly , Faith 
it ſelf, ſhould be capable to be Falſe, 
Secing this laſt Peſition, joyn'd to the 
other 
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A cher immediately foregoing, induces 


ll che Abſurditics mentioned in my fot- 


@ mer Diſcourſe, and pins thein upon the 
#ZDeicy as 0n their firſt Cauſe. So hoffible 
Zand Diabolical a Tenet is this ofthe Poſſi- 
3 ble Falſhond of Faith, that it calumniates 
7 Heaven it-{cifz nor can any thing but at 
& Invincible Ignorance in the Maiatainers 


of ir, excuſe them from higheſt Blaſphe- 
my,& from making the unenvious Foun- 
tain of all Goodneſs like our own nar- 
row and crooked Selves. 


Fifth Ewvittion; 


es 
— 


$1. Et us hear next what the Sci- 


ence of Divinity both Specu= 


lative and Moral will award concerning 
JF che Point 1n Queſtion. 


$ 2. The Wiſdom of the Erernal Fa- From the 


7 ther having ben pleas'd to take our Na- "ive of 


the proper 


4 cure upon him, and, amongſt his other a, 7, 
7 Offices he perform'd cowards Mankind, inttroa- 
j chacof a Muſter being manifeſtly one 5 175 Mar” 


6 ing, 
we cannot doubt but.that he both would 


| and could, thar is, did accompliſh what 


belong'd to that Office. Again, true 
D.viaity aſſigning one main, if not the 
chicteft, Reaſon why the Second Perſon 

| F 3 | was 
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was made an, to be this, thar, it being 
requifice God ſhould come and converſe 
with' us viſibly, co cauſe in us Knowledg 


of his heavenly Dodtrine, or be our Mas | 


fter, and Knowledg or Wiſdom being | 


appropriared to the Second Perſon, it 
was therefore moſt fir that Perſon ſhould 
be Incarnate; it follows that the Office 
of a Maſter in our Saviour Chriſt ſprings 
peculiarly out of the nature of his D#- 
wine Perſonality, and not of his Humanity 


preciſely, as does his Suffering and Dy- | 


ing for us, &c. Wherefore the Proper 
Agent of InſtruQing and Teaching Man- 
kind being, as ſuch , I»finitely Perfet?, 


*«is evidently conſequent Chriſt per- | 


form'd the Office of a Maſter , or 
wrought the effects proper to a Teacher 
as ſuch, with all imaginable Perfection. 


$ 3. It being thea the proper: Office or | 
Effet of a Weſter or Teacher to make his | 


Schollers know his Dodtrin is 7rue, we 
cannot think bur that tris Divine or In- 
finitely-perfe&t Maſter made them abſo- 
Jutely or perfeRly Enow the Truth of his 
Doarine. 

S$ 4. And, becauſe the end of this 
Teaching was nor terminated in thoſe 
few himſelf convers'd with, nor in the 


Chriſtians of the Firſt Age, but was 


CSE EI - _ 
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principally intended for the Body of Man- 
kind, which was ſwture in reſpe of 
chem; it follows that this Enlightning | 


Z and Inftruting now ſpoken. of, was to 
& be c<qually extended to the following 
World of Chriſtians : they: being all 


Secators or Followers of his Dodtrin ; 
that is, his Scholars, and He their Maſter, 
Unleſs then he had taken order that ſue- 
cecding Apes alſo ſhould have perfect 
Aſſurance or know his Doctrine was ab- 
ſolutely True, he would haye fer up a 
School and laid no means topreſerve the 
far greater part, and in a manner the 
whole Body of his Scholars (or Chriſtians) 
from [znorance and Errogr, 

$ 5. All Chriſtians then both the 
Primitive and their Succeſſors had and 
will have means to Knew abſolutely 
Chriſtian Doctrine is True. This mears 
we call che Rule of Faith; Both chic Rule 
of- Faich then muſt be {nows co be vera- 
cious , and Faith which is builc on it co 
be abſolutely T. #e, and by conſequence 
ro be abſolutely mpoſbrble ts be Falſe. 


$6. Beſides Man being an Intcllecu- gun we 
al Creature, *tis evident.the true Per- nature of 
feRion of his Nature confiſts' in Know- 
ing; and this, whether we conſider him firugea, 
For if 
the 


as a Specularer, or as an Acer, 
F 3 
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the thing may Poſhbly be Falſe for any 


thing he knows,then he is moſt evideat- 
ly Ignorant whether it be Falſe or noy 


that is, whether it be True or no; which | 


ſpeaks ImperfeRion in His Nature as *cis 
a Capacity of Knowledg ," And, it he be 
co Ag about it, 'tis evidently a leſs Per- 
fetion and worſe for mankind to go to 
work unaſſuredly than affuredly ; Faith 


then being Gods Ordinance, and God. | 


doing whar is beft for Mankind, it follows 


Faith is perfedly ſecurero him, thar is, 
he muſt &new it to be ſuch; and, conſe-. | 


quently, 'tis not ſubje& to the Contin- 
gency of being Falſe. 

$ 7. Bur, leaving Man, the S«6je7 of 
Faith, and reflecting upon Farrh it felf 
in us, the firſt thing that offers ic ſelf to 


our Confideration is , that it's Habit is a 
Virtue, and conſequently Rational. Alſo 
that it's A# is an Aﬀſent upon Authori- 


ty s ſince then *tis demonſtrated former- 
ly that there can be in reaſon no Aﬀeanr 
without Certain Grounds, and that what 
is Certain is Impoſſible to be Falſe, it 
follows that che Grounds of Faith, and, 
conſcquently Faith ir ſelf is not poſſible 

co be Falſe. 
$$. Next, Faith is an Intelleftusl 
Vitue, that is, apt to perfect mans 
uncer 
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his mind with 7r7#ths, The Nature 
of Faith then forces that Points of 
Faich muſt be 7Trw1hs, and, ſo, as is 
manifoldly demonſtrated, Faith it ſelf is 
not poſſible to be Falſe. 


$9. Again, this IntelleQual Yirtee From 
call'd Faith is alſo a S»pernatural one, .*"** 

ing a2 0 yu- 

and, therefore, as ſuch, proceeds from ;ernatura! 
an Agent infinitely more perfe than any 77%. 


can be found in Natures therefore the 
immediace effe aim'd at by Faith, thar 
is, the informing the Underſtanding, 
would be perform'd with infinite advan- 
rage as far as concerns that Supernatural 
Agent's or God's part and, it it be nor 
ſoexquilitely perform'd, it muſt ſpring 
from ſome Incapacity in the Subjea. 
There being then in chis Effet of i4- 
forming the Underſianding ewo Confide- 
rations, wiz, Evidence, which is had &i- 
ther by Experience of our Senſes , (of 
which Spiritual Natures, the chief Ob- 
jects of Faith are incapable)or by in3rin- 
ſecal Mediums, that is Demonſtration of 
choſe Spiritual things ; of which, ta- 
king the Geners!ity of mankind, the'Syb- 
je of Faith, very few ate capable z- 
F 4 And 


71. 
underſtanding as ſuch; that is, *cis being an 
ro him a Kzewledg, and fo informs ,;,.... 


72 * Faith vindicated. 
And that other of Cert:inty, attainable 
both by thoſe Intrinſecal and alſo Ex- 


trinſecal Medinms, or Authority ; which | 


Authority, by means of the Pratticable- 3 
neſs of it's Nature, all are to agreat de- Z 
gree able to underſtand, it follows thar, 
here being no viole::ice or unſuitableneſs | 
to Humane Nature confider'd in it's Ge- | 
neralty, the * upernatural Agent or þ 


Cauſe of Faith will cffc@ here a greater 
Certainty than meer natural Impreſfions 
could produce; that is, (all Exrrinſecal 
Arguments being finally refolv'd into 
Intrinſecal ones ) the Beſt and Chief 


Narvre in the world will be made uſe of, | 


and moſt ſtrongly ſupported to make up 

the greateſt Authority thar is poſſible, 

and ſo ro eſtabliſh this Certainty of 

Faith and it's Principles beyond that of 

any Humane Sciences. But divers pic- 

ces of Humane Science, nay the leaſt 

particle of crue Science is acknowledg'd 

 #mpoſſible tobe Falſe; Fauch therefore 4 
fortiori muſt be ſu#h alſo. 

Fron th: $ TQ-This Supernaturality of Fairh,(by 

firmneſs which word we mean D:wine Faith) con- 

Supern2= vinces thar it oughr to exceed all other 

ought ro Faiths according tothe Notion of Faith 

nyt "Þ"Ve 3s commons that is, it ought to partake 

| what- 


[eres 


Ty £ 2 I 
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whatever PerfeQion truly belongs to 


Faith: or Belief, as ſuch, in an eſpecial 
manner; and far above what is found in 


Z Humane Faiths, ina word, it ought to 
'F haveas much in ir as can elevate it under 
& che Notion of Faith, without wronging 
# chat Notion or Nature : Faith then in 
& common, as diſtinguiſhe from Science 


and Opinion , being an Aſſent upon Au- 
thority, and Firmneſs being evidently a 
Perfeftion in an Aﬀent, Divine Faith 
ought ro have a far greater degree of 
firmneſs in it than any Humane Faith 
whatſoever z Wherefore, ſince Humane 
Faith can riſe to that Degree of Stabili- 
ty, that Mankind would think him'mad, 
that is, a Renouncer of evident Reaſon, 
who can think ſeriouſly it can be an Er- 
rour or poſſible ro be Falſe,(for example, 
the Belief of this preſent Age concern- 
ing the Exiſtence of France or K. 7ames) 
Divine Faith being Supernatural , ought 
ro be more firmly grounded , and conſe- 
q_y more higbly Impoſſible to be 
Falſe. 


$11. Again, we find that 'the more Ro 
weare .ſcertain'that a ConviQtive Au- g.om the 
chority is engag'd for the Truth of any ſame bead. 


thing , the more ſtrongly that Authority 
is 


ation aRtions. being fo much more perfeR by 
how 
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is apply'd to our Underſtanding ; and. 
conſequently , more forcibly works its 
effe&s there, or ſubducs ic ro Aﬀent 


whence this Certicude is ſo far from be- 
ing «4in# the nature of Belief, that 'tis IF 
moſt manifeſt ir /frengthers and perfetts it | 


under:that Notion. Divine Faith then 
being Supernatural, has a peculiar right 
ro have ſuch an Applicarion of the Di- 
vine Authority to che unde: ſtanding, as 
may be ermly Certain or Impoſſible ,to 
be Falfe ; fince by ſuch an Application 
*is moſt evident that not /eſs but worg 
Belief is given to the ſaid Authority, 
and the underſtanding becomes more 
humbled and ſubjeQed'ro it; that is, by 
fuch an Application, how ſcicntifically 
evident ſocyer it be, the 4F of Faith is 
never the nearer being an Ac of Science, 
bur is perfecter under the very Notion 
of an Adof Faith, being ſtill aſteadi- 
er, heartier, and firmer /ſſent for the Au 
thority's fake, which is thus ſtrongly and 
cloſely apply'd, and a greater Reliance 
an It, | 

$12. Moreover, Faith being to work 


sequifce- through Charity, and to guide our aRti- 


ons as weare Chriſtians, and rational 


— 
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how much more tx owingly they proceed ſhould 
fromthe Agent z anlels Fakh'weee eruly (rot | 
Certain, that -is , Impoſſible to: be felſe, acers in 
PerfeRion found.in moſt ordinary Hu- _ 
mane AQions -of an inferiour. and- (in. 
compariſon) trifling concern ; and a 
Chriſtian would go to work with leſs 
aluredneſs and ſteadineſs than a Car- 
penter and Coblerz ang this, nor out of 
the Impediments of Original Sin, 
(wbijch is Contingent and Ex1ififtcal x9 
Faich or Religion) bur mecsly out of a 
defet of Cercainty- in the. Inwuinſecals 
of Faith it ſclf-and it's Graunds which 
beyand all cyaſion, affixes the Imper- | 
fcion upon Chriſtianity it (elf. _ -_ 5: | 4:39 
$13. I may add, that Arty and SCi- Th, ©: 
ences, cv'n the! moſt flight and .inconfi- cherwile 
derable ones, and which are moſt lyable [ae n0omg 
ro Contingency in their Effe&s' or the boultbe 
Acions ſpringing fromechem,: have yer o'r ©c- 
all of them Cextainty in their Principles. pojne of 
Keligion then being the Art of carrying Principles 
as guiding Souls toxBliſs, and the Points 5145 7 
of F 411th its Principles, in virtue of which o: tienes. 
xis to perform this EffeRyz /and the 
Ground of Faith che main ard {upream 
Principle, whoſe Firmneſs is ro eſtabliſh 
\ | the 


Z Chriſtian aRion would fall fliors of the *b* #-*- 
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unleſs Faith it ſelf and its Grounds were 
truly Certain, the Principles of all-Re- 
ligion would be exceedingly more de- 
feaive-and inefficacious than thoſe of 


any petty Mechanical Trade, and indeed 


no Principles; + 


Sixth Evittion 


nom $1» F He foregoing! Conſiderations 
Faith's bee are more enforc'd by this, that 
ng bc Faith 1s the Light which diſcoversto us 
GE vicde our Laſt: End and the ay to#t, that is, 
End, and Which isto guide us in that to which all 
*fh2 927 our other Concerns are ſubſervient, and 
"* allour Actions direted; Ualeſs rhere- 
fore this Knowledg or Light of Faith 

be ſteady and firm, all our whole Life, as 
Chriſtians, would be feeble, corr'cing 

and uneven : as wanting Certainty of the 

Firſt PraQical Principles which are to 
ground our Chriſtian Behaviour, nay, 
Cerrtainty of -the End we ſhould aimar, 
without which the. whole Courſe of our 

Life muſt needs be ſtaggering and incon- 

Rant, and ir ſelf -but a blind groping in 

the dark.- - - IE 
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$ 2. Moreover, fince - all Mankind, From the 
even the Heathens themſelves; had. per- 6011.7 
fe Evidence and Certainty of the Pra- thens bad 


Qical Principles of Natural 'Morality, 5 
which grounded their Moral (ſeeming) 


Virtves , as is confeſt; which Virtues imecric@ 
yet, for want of the Light of Faith "=: 


teaching them to know their erue laſt 
End, and fo perform the Acts of thoſe 
Virtues for it's ſake, or order them to 
Heaven, fell ſhort of elevating them to- 
wards it and bringing them thither : Ic 


' follows that, had there nor been proviſi- 


on made that Points of Faith, the Prin- 
ciples of Chriſtian Morality , ſhould be 
as Certain as were the orher, things 
would have been perveiſly order'd , that 
is, greater care would have been taken to 
create thoſe imperfeR Diſpoſitions of 
the Soul, which alone were not able to 
ſecure one man from the State of Erecr- 
nal Miſery, than for thoſe Sublime Per- 
feions, call'd- Chriſtian Virines, which 
are the direR ſteps for man to arrive at 
Eternal Bliſs, and the Immediate means 
to attain the End he was created for, the 
Sight of God. 


$ 3. Eſpecially, fince this Laſt End*'-n 
and Chief Good of Mankind is not at- gnd being 


cain- 


a] means, 


From /ip- - 


tue*s be» 
ing the 
COnNAtU»s 
ral Ef:& 
of Truth, 
- and Vice 

of Falſe. 
' bood. 
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paly Tt by tainable by E£xtern4l Aﬀions or Local 
Itelie&v. Advtions, bir Ditfectaaly, or by Inteti- 
our As of the Soul, by which he is Þ 
omored forwards even to the very al- ® 
ecurion of it, thar is, by force of Know- 
tedg of Truth exciting him co aQ, and 


the hazards and confequently the more 
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guiding him inthoſe aRions : 'Tis ma- 
aifeſt, che Points of Faich muſt be 
Tro#hs, and fo, as has beea manifoldly 
prov'd above, /mpiſſible to be Falſe. | 

I 4. Again, Yirrees ſpring connatu- 
rally fron Traths, and Yice from Falſe- 
bdpds : Tf Faith then be Poſſebly Falſe, the 
Practiſes ſpringing thence are Poſſrbiy 
#0 Virtues bur Yices z and, ſo, they, and 
conſequently, Faith, whence they pro- 
ceed , pofhbly would not diſpoſe, bur 
indiſpoſe us towards our laſt tnd: 
which deſtroyes perfectly the Notion 
of Faith and Virtues too. Faith, there- 
fore, would be no Fa#h, were it poſſible 
to be Falſe. + 

$5. You objeR, a Reaſon merely 
Probable or Morally-Certain is ſuſſi- 
cient ro make Us a for a Temporal 
Good z much more, then, for an Ecer- 
nal and Infinite one, fince the greater 
Goodneſs is in the Obje, the leſs is 


the 
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the Reaſonableneſs ro a@ for'ir. 1 
anſwer, though, if all othet things cor- 
reſponded , the Obyjeion wonld be 


Valid, and the reaſon-giyen | fot ir, 
2 ſpeaking abſtracedly, be really Con- 


cluſive : Yet, invur preſent eaſe, rhere 
are ſo many chings which make it Un- 
parallell thar no Shadow of Cont- 
quence can be made from the orie to 
the other. Firſt , for the reaſon lately 
given; /:7, becauſe our Laſt End be- 
ing in it ſelf Spiritual and moſt Per- 
fet, is not attainable bur by Means 
of Beſs Syiritual PerfeRions or Virtues x 
and che more knowingly theſe proceed 
from Us the better they arc; accord- 
ing co that ſaying, None « cordiatly 
and ſolidiy good, who knows not why he 
ought to be good ; whence they cannot 
be Beſt in their kinde, nor, conſequent- 
ly, Means fit to atrainthat End, Un- 
leſs they proceed. t leaſt , from 7yxe 
Knowlelg ; which cannot be had by a 
mere Probabilicy, how high ſoever 
it be, | Whereas, Material and Tem- 
porary Goods depend not on a con- 
ſtanc comſe of Cauſes or Diſpofirtions 
rowards them knowable by us: bur 
very frequently, it not equaily. on a 
hance- 


8o 
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Chanceable or Contingent caſt of 
Thingsz whence we uſe to ſay, Fools 
have the beſ Fortune, Hence, the #n- 
ending and direfting part in ſuch AQi- 
ons depends on the Knowledg of ſome 
particulars; bur the Attainment is 
' Carry'd on by Material Means: nay, 
very frequently , there is no know- 
ledg at all requiſit in any reſpe&, 


For Example, He chat, by the death- 


of a hundred Relations in a Plague- 
time ſhould alone ſurvive and fo in- 
herir their Eſtates, would be really 
rich, whither any interiour AR of his 
minde in the leaſt contributed to it or 
not ; that is, though he never defir'a, 
aim'd at, or eycn thought of it. Bur, 
if a Man in time of perſecution and 
Martyrdom ſhould ſay within himſelf, 
1 cannot believe there #s aGod or a Next 
world, Tet Ile venture to dye rather then 
deny them, in hopes that, if perhaps 
there be ſuch « thing or Hate, he will 
give me 4 far greater reward: ſuch a 
Man I dare affirmto be no nearer gain- 
ing Heaven by this Ac no better prin- 
Cipled. than if he had never had any 
ſuch AR ar all, in regard he wanted 
char Firſt neceſſary diſpoſition which 

So 
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St. Paul and Connaturality require; 
Accedentem ad Dewns oportet crtdeve quis 


Deus et. Heb. II. V. 6: | 
6. Again, Faith is intended for a 


Spiritual Armour to rebeat all the afſ- 1n:biliy 


ſaules and temptations of our three 
Ghoſtly Enemies, Original Corruption 


in #s, the Vanity of the World about Tempts- 
«, and the Cruelty of the Devil and*©*** 


Wicked men over #5, Hencethe Ad- 
vice of the Apoſtle, cut reſfiſtite fortes 
in Fidesz hence his recommending to 
us above all things to take Scum Fi 
dei, hence the Contempt of all World- 


ly Honours , Pleaſures, and Riches in ' 


Gods choice Saints, and their ſuffcing 
Perſecution gladly for Conſcience ſake g 
hence, laſtly , their embracing and ev'n 
courting Torments and Death ir ſelf 
with ſuch Alacrity and Conſtancy. Bur; 
alas, how unactive had their Charity 
and Zeal been: how dull chcir defire 
ro forego all preſent Goods, ev'n life 
roo among the reſt; if this wicked 
Dorine had been in their.hearts, that 
p=rhaps all was a he, which they pro- 
feſt, ſuffred, and dy'd for! And, 
how coldly and rimcrouſly would 
they have look'd Death in the face ; 

G has 
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haviap 'perfet Cerrainty on one fide } 
that chey 'were about ro loſe all the | 
known Goods they poſfeſt ,, for others | 
unknown 'and uncertain 2 'Well thay a 8 
Natural fincerity preſerve diverſe per- 7 
ſons who are out. of the Church mo. # 
rally 'honeſt and innocent ; brit we muft i 
. nor hope for any eminent Sanctity or 
Heroick *A of Virtue from any Pro- | 
Feſlors of ſach a Faith, if they follow }þ 


their Teachers, maintaining there are 
no ſtronger Morives 'for the Truth of 
Chriſtianity , 'ro comfort and eſtablifh 
che Souls of the Faithful, 


conceited Probability or Moral Cer- 
tainty (as they call it) be enough to 
Exclude- Anal Doubt, while Men arc 


in aitate of Security and all things go 


" Actaally , when they are upon the point ' 


well with them; Yet it will ſcarce be 
atle ro preſerve them from dowbting 


_ of fotegoing all the Goods they ar pre- 


fent Enjoy , and are ſo highly concern'd 


'to' be Certain of the Exiſtence of thoſe 


From tbe, 


Future ones they hope for in lieu of 
them. * | 
$ 7, Moreover , we are perfealy Cer- 


"—_ tain by manifeſt Experience, of the-E x- 


iſtence 


And *ts } 
ro: be- feared that , though their highly- 
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ievce of Temporal Goods, viz, Ho- Uncer- 
nouts, -eaſures, Riches, &c. or, that —_— 
ſuch things are in the worlds whereas, ficnce of 

7 unleſs Faich be cruly Certain, that is, Ze print 
7. 3 poſjtbie to be falſe, che Generality of Man: the armaine 
| # kd cannart bg perfectly afſurd ev'in of ?blenels of 
= rhe Exiſtexegok Heqvuen, or thoſe Future > 
= Goods for which they areto relinquiſh life: 
all prefenc 6nes. Whercfore, the Exilt- 
ence- of the. thing being tbe . firſt ang 
main Baſis of all Humane Action, and 
the Ground of all the othex Motives : 
'ris clear there's a manifcft difference be- 
rween acting for Heaven and for Tem- 
poral Goods, ey'n in this reſpe, what+ 
ever Parallel may be pretended in 
ſome other Conſiderations, Befides, 
all acting ey'a for Temporal Goods 
were urjuſtifyable , unleſs choſe Goods 
be held Atiainable; and de fatto we are 
perfely.cerrain that Honours, Pleaſures, 
Riches, &c. not only exiſ#, but are of 
ſuch a nature alſo as they may be arraineg 
ro, due means us d; ſince we experience 
mulcitudes of men have and do daily ar- 
rive at them., Bur, ey's, though Heav'n 
be held ro#e,. yer it cannor be held ro be 
attainable,” unleſs che Propoſals of Faith 
be Certain 3 -fince neither haye choſp 
G 2 wha 
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who are to come toFaith ſeen norexperi- 


enc'd any man get Heav'n, nor diſcours'd 
with any whom they know to have come 


thence and ſeen ir. So that I fear, were * 
the Objection, concerning the Suffici- | 
ency of Probable Motives to make us } 
a for Inferiour or Humane Goods, di- | 
ſtinctly clear'd, it would be found not to | 
mean that Probab:lity of thoſe Humane | 


Good's Exiſtence or Attainableneſs ſuffi- 
ces ; for example, that there are Riches 
41n common, or that they may be gocten 
one way or other, both which are pre- 
ſuppoſed ro the Action as certainly 
known: but ir ſeems to mean only this, 
that men ought co proceed to Action 
chough there be but Moral Certainty or 
great Likelihood that thoſe Goods are 


actually to be attain'd in this or that cir- | 


cumſtance of Time or Place, or by ſuch 


or ſuch means, as, by ſending Ships | 
co the Indies, inventing Water-works, | 
Husbandry , Souldiery , and the like : ? 
which aflection held within its bounds | 


will break no ſquares ; ſeeingev'n in the 
aRual attainment of Heav'n by me or by 
#his particular way or means, when thoſe 
means depend on material Circumſtan- 
<5, there is found the ſame room for 

& fail- 
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failure and contingency , notwithſtand- 

ing the Certainty of Heav'ns Exiſtence 

and Attainableneſs in common, ſecur'd 

ro us perfeatly by Faith. For, though 

Virtue prattic'd is an Infallible Way to 

bring Souls to Bliſs, yet no man has 
Certainty that any Extrinſecal Stare he 

puts himſelf into, or matcrial means he 

uſes, will make him truly vertuous, or 
finally ger him the end he aims at: bur 

muſt content himſelf with Likelihoods, 

or the ſeeming-berterneſs of his putting 
himſelf in that State or Circumſtance, 

or his ufing this or that means, in the 
ſame manner as it happens when he as 

for Temporary Goods , and, for the ſuc- 

ceſs, leave it humbly in the hands of Di- 

vine Providence, or miſerents Dei, ac- 
knowledging with Dav:d, that in mani- 

bus tus Domine ſortes mee, and working 

out his Salyation with fear and erem- 
bling. 

$8. Beſides, to aR Externally is in From the, 

the power of the Will; bur, to act In- Troll 
rernally, at leaſt as is requ'ſite for each [aijy in 
Effect, is not ſo. For, however the rogucng 
Will may ſer the Underſtanding to con- {51q.. vn 
ſider the Motive yet it muſt be the | 


Truth of the Object's Googneſs, or the 


G. 3 C'car- 
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clearneſs of rhe Propoſal of ir, which 
only can oblige connaturally the Under- 
Nanding to conceir it as it ought, and 
conſequently the Will to love it: ac+ 
cordingly : in which concrit:ng and 


heartily /Ving 'nor onely the Intending | 


and Commanding part of che Action.i 
plac'd in our cafe, as ic happens im our 
acting for material Goods, bur alſo the 
Executive and Aﬀecucive Parts of. it, 
Not the ſame fleightneſs of Motive; 
therefore, or Moral Certainty, will here 
ſerve the turn, bur true Certatnty: or 


Impoſhbility 'of Falſhood is Trequir'd: 


this being the beſt and propereſt to be- | 


ger a hearty, lively, ſteady, and all-over- 


powering Aﬀection for 'Heav'as and | 
{ach as may (as it ought)'make Chriſtians | 


practically repute all other things as 
Dung in\compariſon of That. 


From the $F 9» Bur, the main confideration 
Incredi- which forces the Certainty of Faith and 
bleneſs of 7, 


th: Myſte- the Motives whichare to beger ir, (that | 


rizsnoclu-js, of the "Rule of Faith) above thoſe 
perade' which ground our Aion of purſuing 
tive poſi> Temporary Goods, is theunconceivable 
bc r0be Myſteriouſnels of the Points of Faith : 
Eelſe, Truths exalred above the ordinary 

Couiſe of Nature as far as Heav'n is 


above 


LIMI 
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would go about to prove ir,or by what 
Standard he would meaſure whether is 
the greater of che two cpunterpos'd Un- 
likelihoods, vis. that the poſſibly falſe 
Motive of Faith ſhould hap to be ad7u- 
4b ſuch, or chat the ſeeming- Impoſſibility 
in the Objeas ſhould chanceto be a real 
one, For, tisnore to ſay bere that 
we are in reaſon to expe the Divine 
Nature ſhould be exceedingly exalted 
above irs Creatures, and incomprehenſi- 
ble, and therefore we are not to meaſure 
his Perfecions by the ordinary Rules 
found in Creatures, but think it reaſon- 
able he ſhould infinicely exceed them: 
For, however this has weight in Points 
of Faith which concern the Divine Na- 
rure and its PerfeRions as in it ſelf, yer 
here it will not ſerye the turn, in regard 
Faith teaches us many other Points 
ſeemingly repugnant to the Divine Na 
cure it felf, and moſt ſtrangely debaſing 
and vilifying itz as, that God, infinitely 
happy in himſelf, ſhould be expos'd to 
injurious Buffetings, Scourgings, and 
an ignominious Death, for a Creatures 
ſake char, in comparifon of him, is a 
meer Nothing z and that Omniſcience 
and Omnipotence coeld not inyent and 
pra- 


UMI 
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praice ſome eafier and more honor. 
able way to work the End they 'intend- 
ed, and, laſtly, that ir ſhould beſeem 
Infinice Goodneſs that a Perſon ſuperla- 
tively innocent ſhould be fo ſeverely pu- 
niſhc, to do an undue favour to thoſe 
who were enormovſly wicked, This 
confideration, then, neceſſitates plainl 
the impoſſibility of Faith's being falſe. 
for elfe *ewould be irrational to believe 
it, And laſtly, ic ſhews the caſe of 
Chriſtian Interiour Ads utterly unpa- 
ralle] to that of ARting Exteriourly for 
ſenſible and material Goods, which one 
may appichend to be «ttainables and alſo 
comprehend the ay to attain them, 
without puzz'iling his Underſtanding 
with any unconceivable myſteriouſneſs 
in the buſineſs ro check his Aſent. 

E're I leave this Point, I muſt defire 
the Reader to refleR well on the condi- 
tion thoſe perſons are in who are yet to 
embrace Faich. They have no Light bur 
their pure Natural Reaſon, and ro this 
are propos'd for ObjeRs to the one fide 
the Mocives co Faith, or the Authority 
(in our caſe) that God has ſpoke it ; on 


' the other the ſtrangeneſs of the Myſte- 


| / 


rics, Let then thoſe perſons under- 
\ ſtandp 
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ſtandings no better e{enated, go aboyr ra 
ſcan the profound Mylkeyjes of Faith, 
tis clear; and Fthink conteſt by all, they, 
muſt needs ſpem to thegp; wpoſſrble 59: by 
True, which therefore. nothing but 4 
Mative of its own nature ſeemingly 1w- 
poſſible to be falſe , can Fonquer lo as to 
make them conceit them xeaily. 7rae. Bur 
this Motive or this Rule of .Faith ig.con; 
feſt by oyr Adverſarics Paſſable fo be Fal[e; 
nor (it being a fic and proportion'd . Ob- 
jeR for Humane Reaſon) is there any 
thing to make it ſeem berxer than it is, 
or 1mpoſſible to be falſe z 'tis then againſt 
all reaſon to believe,. were Faith and its 
Grounds Poſſible ts be falſe; the Maxives 
of Difſeat being in.that caſe evidently 
greater than are the Motives of Aſſent. 
From the $ 19. Again, fince tis incomparably 


otherwiſe. mote eaſic ro throw downghanto build, 


Saukbili. or leſs difficulc forthe; Underſtanding to 
ey of 0bje. COMpreheud an ObjeRion,.than *cis to 
#iox: 2- lay orderly in the Soul a feverely-cog- 
Faith, need frame of Diſcourſe forcing. che 
| Truch of a Point, particularly , when 
thoſe Points are utterly unſuitable ro 
Fancy, and even cxaked.above Reaſon; 

and ſo lie.open to very. plauſible and cafi- 

ly penetrable Objections, on mhich diſ- 

advan- 


| 


advantage or #iſproportion to weak Judg 
ments, (tha: is, indeed, a high excellen- 
cy on the ObjeR's fide) Atheiſts ground 
their drollery againſt the Myſteries of 

cur Faith : Ir follows, that were not 
thechicf morives to Faith, or Rule of 
Faith practically ſelf-evident, and, ſo, Im- 
poſſible to be Falſe ; there would be, con- 
fidering the rudeneſs and unclevatedneſs 
of the Generality of thoſe who-are to 
come to Chriſtian Faith, and che unſuir- 
ableneſs of the Myſteries to their fancy- 
led Underſtandings, greater Temprati- 
ons and more plaufible, (that is, rothem 
ſtronger) morives laid to make them diſ- 
ſent ro thoſe Myſteries , than to make 
chem aſſent. The morives to Faith, then, 
muſt be Praically ſelf-evident, and, ſo, 
Faith ic {elf muſt be. /mpoſs;ble tobe Falſe, 


— 


Seventh Eviction. 


S. 1. Þ JErhaps the Language and Pra- 

Riſe of Chriſtianity, expreſ- 

ſing moſt manffeſtly their ſentiments, 

may give to ſome a more natural and pe- 

netrable ſatisfaRion, that '*is impoſe 
Fait 
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Faith ſbonld be falſe, than all the Specu- 
lative and Scientifical Provfs hitherto 
deduc'd. 

From $ 2, Fortheir Language, then, ] onely 
_=_ *de- hint ro the memory of my prudential 
Knowledg Readers, (for. to tranſcribe them were 
ot Goo. endleſs) all choſe Expreſhons ſo frequent 
00 in Scriptures, Fathers, Councils, and the 

mouths of the Faithful ro theſe very 

days, v:F, Thar Faith is the Knowledg of 

God, his Will, and of revealed Truths. 

Nor will I treighten the fignification of 

the word K»ow/cdg, to mean Scientifical 

Knowledg, ('tis neither my Texet nor In- 
tereſt;) bur will leave it at large for any 
that are concern'd, to explicate how this 
Knowledg is bred : provided they leave 
the true Nature of X»owledz, and do nor 
abufively call that Knowledg, which in 
reality 15 (when look'd into)»0 Knowledge, 
HenceTI argue, Since tis impoſſible any 
one ſhould kwow what is 161 tobe known , 
and whar &« not, is not to be known, it fol- 
lows, thae the Obj-& of Faith &, and ſo, 
(here being no contingency in the Mat- 
ter) Impoſſible net tobe, and conſequent- 
ly Faith, or the Belief of it, impoſſible to be 
Falſe. | 

$3. NoramlI affcaid of thoſe canting 

Dt- 
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DiſtinRions withour ſenſe, that *tis Mo- 
rally a Knowledg, or that they know it ro 
be True, morally ſpeaking. For, if-it be 
expended what is meant by theſe words 
[ Horally a Knowledg, | it will quickly 
appear, that, as 7rue Knowledg can onely 
be an Effe<t of the Thing's Being : ſo this 
Counterfeit Knowledg, call'd Moral, 
falling ſhort of the other, can onely be 
the Produc of the Thing's Likelihood 56 
be, and ſo can onely have for its Obje&t 
che Thing's Likelihood : which, whether 
it be enough co ſpecific and terminate an 
Ac of Chriſtian Faith, I apeal co the 
conſtant Expreſſions of all who are gene- 
rally cali'd and repuced Chriſtians z and 
challenge my Advyerſarics ro produce 
one Expreſſion of theirs, which ſounds 
thus dwindlingly and feebly, as if it 
meant onely ſome 4:24 likelihood, or their 
apprehenſion of it as no more but ſuch. 
Obſerve bur the Life and Energie of their 
words in ſuch occafions : as that of Job: 
Sc:0 quod Redemptor mers vivits and that 
of S. Paul: Sciocuicredidi, gr certis ſum 
&C. and we ſhall find cheir Underſtand- 
ings ſo perfectly poſſeft of the ObjcR's 
Exiſtence, & not deemwg onely its Like- 
lihood ; that they ſeem rather co wane 
words 
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words to expreſs their Abſolute Cer- 
cainty of ir. Oftentimes indeed they 
deny Faith co be Evidence or Science, 
and affirm it to be Obſcure : but what's 
this to the purpoſe 2 while all Relyance 
on Authority is obſcure; and Certain 
Knowledg can be had by means of Au- 
thoricy,as appears in diverſc Inſtances of 
Humane Faith, + 

$4. Particularly, waving the former, 
we will reflect on ſome places more ex- 
preſly aſſertive of our Poſition z as,” that 
of the Prince of the Apoſtles, 49s 2.36. 
Certiſſime ſciat ergo omni Domus [ſratl, 
&c. Where, about to bring chem to 
Faith, he expieſt ic to be A mit certain 
Knowledg, and this Attainable by the 
whole Houſe of Iſrael, which muſt mean 
the Generality ar leaſt. 

$5. I add, (omitting many others) 
two of his Fellow-Apoſtle Paul. The 
firſt, Col, 1, 23. Si tamen permanetss in Fi- 
de fundati, & flabiles et immobiles a.ſþe E- 
vangelii ; Now, how any one can be 
founded or grownded in Faith, if Faith be 
Poſſible to be Falſe, that is (Ewvidion, 2. 5 
I4.) have no Foundation, Principles or 
Grounds ir ſelf , how any one can be 
Stable and Immoveable in a Pell ms, 

Rag whic 
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which very Perſuaſion and its Grounds 
may not only be 770ved but overthrown & 
ſubverred (as muſt inevitably follow, if 
it be poſsiþle to be Falſe.) T expe robe 
inform'd by Mr. Tillerſon and; Mr. Srjt- 
tirgfleet, Do thefe words ſound onely 
an Excluſion of Anal Doabt, or Safþi- 
cion of jr ar'preſent, which Proteftance 
Wrirers make -ſufficient co an A of 
Fairh? or rather does it not mean that 
which of irs own nature is ſuch as can 
admit '70 Poſſible Cauſe of Doubt ar any 
eime for the fature? Let them diſpenſe 
a while with purſuing their affeted Gay» 
neſſes in the'Onr-ſides of words, andtake 
the pains to look 'into their Meanings ; 
and then, ifthey can make out thar 
Groundedneſs, Stabi'rty and Immobility can 
confiſt with Poſebility of falfhood, 1 ſhall 
promiſe chem my utmoſt endeavour to 
ho!d ContradiQions with them, for, in 
that (caſe, thuſe wonld be' the onely 
Truths. | 
$6. The ſecond ſhall be chat moſt em- 
phacical one of che fame Apoſtle. Licee 
20s aut Angelus de*calo annuntiaverit vs- 
bit preter id quod actepiſtis, Anathema fit. 
Though we or an Angel from heaven ſhould 
preach to you-otherwiſe than you have re- 

| | cein'd, 
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cein/d, let bimbe Accurſed, Which were 
a very rude and unreaſonable carriage 
(eſpecially for us Chriſtians now adays) 
were Faith Poſſible 20 be Falſe, and ſo, 
ſhorr of the credit due to fo Incompa- 


rable Authorities : For fince 'tis known 


that many things which have ſeem'd, 
(that I may uſe Mr, 7's. words) morally 
pr 6 1g to be Falſe, have prov'd to be 
4tFnally and indeed Falſe, and "tis granted 
that tis always poſſsble to be ſo : bur it 
was never heard that an Apoſtle of Feſws 
Chri#, or an Ange! from heaven could, or 
at leaſt did at any time preach Falle : 'tis 
moſt manifeſt chat nothing which was 
Poſſible to be falſe, can with any reaſon ſu- 
ſtain ic ſelf againſt the force of their Au- 


 thority,z and-that Faith, which ought to 


From 


do ſo, muſt be mpoſſible to be Falſe, 
$ 7. From the Language and Senſe of 


epriey? the Saints and Chriſtians of former 
1 

beyond 
Gontin- 
gencie, 


times, let us come nearer home, and ſee 
how unſuitable *tis tro the Notions and 
Expreſſions of preſent Chriſtianity, to 
ſay, Faith i poſſible to be Falſe. Now,the 
Poſhbilicy of Fairth's Falſhood, is built 
on the. Contingency of the Motives 
which are to ground it: for, were there 


no Contingency inthem, but that their 
Cauſcs 
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Cauſes were ſo laid, chat *cwere impoſſi- 
ble they ſhould not be Conclufive, they 
could not poſſibly fail of being able to 
concludes .and fo Fairh would of its 
own nature be /mpeſſible to be Falſe, 
Confidering, then, the Nature of Contin- 
gency, whether Speculatively in ie ſelf, 
or Practically in Inſtances wherein *cis 
found, we may obſerve that it implies a 
certain kind of Proportion between the 
frequency of Effeas on the one fide, 
and the Se|domneſs on the other : which 
we uſually expreſs by Ten to one, a Thou- 
ſand to one &c, If then Faith be Poſſeble 
to be, Falſe, its Nature will bear, nay ob- 
lige us to expreſs the probable degree of 
irs Likelihood in ſuch kind of Languages 
and chat we aſſert it to be /ikely in ſuch a 
proportion, bur »ot-likely in a higher : for 
example, ir would be perhaps wiſe and 
agreeable to the Nature of the Thing, as 
thus propoſ'd, to ſay, v.g. *[# 4 hundred 
to one there 15 a Trinity, a Heaven or a 
Heli, but 'tis mot a Thouſand to one that 
there are any ſuch things. Or, if any 
contend I have affign'd roo-{mall an 0- 
ver-proportion to Faiths Likelihood, yer 
at leaſt he muſt grant char, in a greater, it 
would inevitably follow, that ſuch lan- 


guage 
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guage ought, in True ſpeaking, be uſed, 
wh:n we are to expreſs the degree of 
Faith's Firmneſs. Wherefore, ir being 
experientially manifeſt, that nothing 
ſounds more ugly to a Chriſtian ear, than 
co ſay. that 'tis ſo 74ny to one Faith is 
\ True, bur z0t ſo many more : "tis evident 
that the Nature of Faith is plac'd beyond 
all Proportions of its fazling to its ſftand- 
ing, and all degrees of Contingency 
that is, *tis /mpoſſ1ble to be Falſe, 
Fremthz $6. Moreover, to ſay, 'Ti a thouſand 
mb.  " toone Faith ts True, or there is a Trinity , 
Ch: iſtians 15 NOL tO ſay, *773 T7ue, or Thereis a Tri- 
eps nity; Chriſtians, therefore, ought in due 
them(clves , | 
when wþ:y Candor, then when they ate co profeſs 
profeſs, their Faith, expreſs onely how much 0- 
their Faith yer-Proportion, in a Moral Eſtimation, 
its Like}ihood bears to its Unlikelihoods 
and not to ſtand re{ing a Lie, when they 
| arero make Frofeſſion of their Faith , ſay- 
ing, */?s 77ue, when is onely to ſuch a 
| degree Likely to be Trae, that is, Lying, 
when they ſhould be doing a chief duty 
: of Religion, And, which is worſt of all, 
as being not onely moſt unwiſe and im- 
prudent, but moſt diabol:cally wicked 
and impudent, #oſfand tiff in the Profeſſi= 
\ on of that Ty, though they hazard the 
Toſs of their Zſiates, and even Lives too, 
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by the bargain. Yet, this impureation 
of ſuch a moſt fooliſh and moſt. damna- 
bly-diſhoneſt Obſtinacy is Unavoidably 
to be affixc upon Chriſtians, if they thus 

roteſs their Faith 7re, in caſe it be Poſ- 


 ſibletobe falſe , that is, incale it be onely 


4 thouſand to one (for example) that 'tis 
Trae, It it be ſaid, they ſaw not perhaps 
this poſſibility of Falfhood, and fo 
acted virtuouſly in thac Abſolute Pro- 
feſſion of its Truth. becauſe of their good 
meaning; the Anſwer is ready : Firſt, 
that Mr. 7:lorſon, Mr. Stillingfleer, and 
ſuch who maintain, and,ſo, if they write 
what they think, ſce Faith Poſſ:ble to be 
Falſe, are bound not to profeſs Faith to 
be7rue, and to forewarn others not to 
make ſuch a Lying Profeſſion : Next, 
that if God have commanced us to make 
ſuch a ProfcMſon, as all Chriſtians grant 
he has, then, not onely their Meaning, 
bur the A it ſelf is' good and laudable, 
Which, joyn'd to theſe mens Principles, 
and cheir Natural Conſequences laid 0- 
pen in our former Diſcourſe, ſignifies 
that Diſhoneſty is Honeſty, and a moſt 
fooliſh and wicked Obſtinacy a high 
Virtue, as being commanded by God; 
Nay, that God is the Author of Sn, 

; H 2 com- 
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commanding themto tell a Ty in Profeſ- 
ſing their Faith 77ve. Poſitions moſt | 
abominable, as well as contradiory, } 
but *tis moſt fir the Nature of all Goodneſs || 
ſhould go to wra: k, when the Nature of | 


Truth is once violated. 


From this, 


ful co 1a 
2 wager Example, a thouſand to one, or what 0- 


Cbittian cher proportion you pleaſe, for it alters | 


Faith iS 2 


bo, not the preſent cale : If then it be but a 


One to a thouſand *cis not-true, that is, it 
will bear a Wager that Faith is a Ly; and 
a Chriſtian, according to theſe Principles 
may, Without injury to his Faith or its 
Grounds, and with a great deal of Ho- 
neſty. lay 4 wager that his Faith is actual- 
ly Falſe. Nay, if he get any one to cope 
with him at exceſſive odds , he is bound 
in Reaſon and Prudence to undertake 
him, and lay a wager all Chriſtian Faith 
is a Ly. Which ſounding higheſt Im- 
piety in the ears of all reputed Chriſti- 
ans, of what Sec ſoever , that govern 
themſelves by the Natural conceit they 
have of Faith '*cis plain chat che Nature 


of 


$7. Again, if Contingency have place || 
hae other. 10 Faiths Baſis,there muſt be ſome ſ{1zt of |i 
wiſcic this Contingency, according to the mo- || 
were law- 121 eſtimation of things : be itthen, for | 


thouſand to one Faith is True, then 'tis | 


; 
= 
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Y: 
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of Faith is plac'd beyond all Contingen- 
cy of failing, that is, all Poſ1bility of Falſ- 
hood, . If it be obj: Red, ſuch a Wager 
could never be try'd, and fo, it could ne- 
ver in Prudence come to be Jayd : I re- 
ply, my Diſcourſe is unconcern'd how 
able or unable mans Underſtanding is to 
decide it, and onely contends that the 
Nature of the thing, thar is, of Faith no 
berrer ſettled, would bear or juſtify it; 
which is unavoidably conſcquent, 

$ 8. Particularly, is ſtrange thar 


Perſecutors with ſuch like language. 1 
beſerch you, (Great Nero, or Duocleſian!) 
underſland us Chriſiians right : we deny 
nt abſolutely the piſſibil:ty of your 0; poſit 
Tentts being true , nor aſjert our own Faith 
ſo far as to ſay it may not poſvibly be Falſe, 
that we profeſs is onely thes, that ir ſeems 10 
1s ſo hizhly probable, or Moral'y- Certain, 
hat we have no Attual Doabt of it at pre- 


> ſents though we cannot abſulut ly ſay but 


we muy come to diſcover it to be falſe h:16» 
after, and your oppeſit Teners true, and ſo re- 
rounce Chriſtianity and joyn with you : in- 


H 3 aced 


ang ee” Carriage 
none of the Chriſtian Martyrs, who «fc 
fromtime to time have dy'd for their phi. wie 
: "Os Oo! 
Faith, ſhould whentheirlife lay at ſtake, ;,,i*,%, 


endeavour to mitigate the fury of their Prudenr. 
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deed we dare venture a thouſand to one (or | 
perhaps ſomething more) that our Faith « | 


true, yet fo all that we ſhall nor ſtick to lay 
one 10 4 thouſand *tis falſe, Theſe had 


been moderate and mollifying Expreſh- | 


ons, and queſtionleſs might have ſav'd 
che lives of very many : which why they 
ſhould not have uſed, chey being (accor- 
ding to our Adverſaries Principles) rue, 
and honeſt to profeſs them, and highly pru- 
dent to do it, their lives being concern'd , 
nay, Conſciencious too, (for there is none 
| but holds ir highly ſinful ro conceal any 
Truth which may ſave a7other mans life) 
no other reaſyn can be given but this, 
that che Poſ61b:/:ty of Faiths falſhood had 
neverenter'd into their hearts ; bur they 
held Gods promiſes of a better life full as 
Certain, as was their preſent poſſeſſion 
of this, or preſent determination of lo- 
fing it for Chriſt's Name. Allcheir Ex- 
preflions ſounded the Certainty of the 
Truth they profeſt, and their moſt com- 
fortable Hopes grounded upon that Cer- 
tainty, Nordid any of the circumſtanc 


Fairhfull ever judg chem too laviſh of & 


their bloud, for ſtanding ſo ſt:ff upon 


their avowing the rigorous Truth of their ' 


Faith, and the Fa'ſho-d of its Contra- 
di- 


a a. oo om os ae i. 
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dicory z but always eſteem'd their A- 
Rionno leſs Wiſe and Honeſt, than ic was 
Undaunted, What kind of Profeſſion of 
his Faich a Protgſtanr, thus principled, 
would make, incaſe of imminent Mar- 
xyrdom, I know not; but I ſhould e- 
ſtcem my ſelf rhe fooliſheſt Knave living 
co tell aly to hang my ſelf, by profeſſing 
my Faith 7r»e, which I could never hear- 
tily judg itto be, whilſt I held it P:ſſ:b/e 
zo be Faiſez and ſo, at beſt, onely Like- 
ly to be True, 

$ 9 Note here, that I have conceded 
very much in yeilding a thouſand to one 
of tlie Likelyhood of Chrittian Faith 
in the Proteſtant Grounds without Tra- 
ditions Certainty, which they deny : 
rather, taking in the Increvibleneſs 
of the Myſteries, ic would be ( in that 
Hypotheſis ) above five to one , ſprak- 
ing modeſtly, that all Faith is Falſe. 
For, fiace *cis Evident the Certainty of 
Books cannot be hadat all without che 
Certainty of Tradition; and Proteſtants 


. deny the Certainty of Tradition, and 


bring multicudes of exceptions againſt is 
(as may be ſeeniin Mrs 770tſor's An- 
ſwer, or rather Abuſe of Sure Foot ing ) 
there is ſoms degree of Incredibleneſs 
| H 4 in 
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in the right Conveyance of Chriſt's Do- 
Arine hitherto : ro which difficulty add 
the Incrediblencſs of the My ſteryecs 
themſelves, exceedingly enhauncing the 
other; 'tis manifeſt there would be a 
high diſadvantage on'Faith's ſide. Nay, 
granting a pretty high Probability 
( which 1s perhaps as much ,as they care 
for ) yet, the not-onely Improbabiluy, 
but ſeeming-Impoſſibilicy of the Myſte- 
ries of Faith, if taken, not as ſtanding 
under Authority, but as Objects of 
our Humane Reaſon (as in this coun- 
rer-ballancing caſe rhey ought to be) 
would quite overpoiſe the Probable mo- 
tive, and incline the Soul ſtrongly to- 
wards Diſſent, unleſs Intereſt, Cuſtom, 
or ſome other Aﬀetion come in tothe 
Aſhſtance of the weaker Motive, Print- 
ing it in a bigger Letter, and dimini- 

ſhing the difficulty inthe Objc& by nor 
letting ic be conſidered or penetrated, 
that is,by hindring the working of Right 
Reaſon, Now, in this caſe, if this Diſ- 

courſe holds, a Proteſtant may with a 

ſafe Conſcience lay odds, and wager 

wo to one at leaſt, his Faith is all a 

F:ilſhood: A ſtrange Impicty, bur yer 

the natural Conſequence of that impious 

Tents 
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Tenet [ Faith is poſſible ro be Falſe ] as 
this is che genuine Sequel of denying 
che right Rule of Faith, 

510. The ſame is deduc*d from the 
very notion of a Martyr and the. proper 
ſignification of that word, which is co 
be arwineſsz and this,as appears by his 
Circumſtances, of ali #:tneſſes rhe moſt 
Solema and ſerious, and the perfecteſt 
under that Notion that can be imagin'd ; 
as engaging not onely his word, but his 
Life and deareſt Bloud for what he teſti- 
fies. Now all vitneſſ:ng or Acteſtation 
being moſt evidently of what the Wir- 
neſſer knows to be True, and nothing 
ſounding more unnaturally,orcing more 
diſagrecable co the nature of that kinde - 
of Action than to have a Likelyhood for' 
ics obje&, or to witneſs what he knows 
not, (as will appear by the conſtane 
praQtice of it in all other occaſiqns y 
it follows that a Marty” or Witneſs 
of the Truth of Chriſis Faith, muſt know 
it to þe True, that is, he muſt know it 
co be more than likely to be Trae; and, 
conſequently, ( nothing being more Im- 
poſhble chan that 'one can know what 
is not) Impoſſible not tobe True , or to be 


Falſe, 
$ IIs 
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From the & xx, No lefs unnaturally would it 
Blaſphe- 
mouſnes of found ſhould we gather together, and 
the Equi- make ule Of all the Equivalent Speeches 
vat:neieswo this Propoſition, [| Faith is Poſſible to 
policion be Falſe] ſuc as are, There is yo Certain 
_ 's way 10 Heaven, No man knows there ts 
raed Heaven , 4 Hell , a Feſus Chriſt, 4 
Trinity, &c, No man ſees any reaſon 
ſecuring Faith from being « the. The 
Grou-1 of all our Hope is nnſtable and 
may be overthrown, Abſolutely ſpeaking 
it may be there is no ſuch thing as that 
which Chriſtians are to profeſs, and ought 
to dye for. It may be Points of Faith 
are ſo many tyes, and falſe as ſo many old- 
Wives Tales, The Light of Faith may be 
Spiritual Darkneſs and Errour, What we 
hold to come from God, the Author of all 
Truth, may perhaps come from the Devil, 
the Anthor of all Lyes, All our Super- 
natural Truths may be Diabolical Falſ- 
boods, Faith has no Principles. The 
Points of Faith are not Truths, but Like- 
lihoo1s onely, Theſe and innumerable 
ſuch others , are all Equivalent Peri- 
phraſes to this Prop>fition [ Faith 4s 
Poſſible to be Falſe '] as in this Treatiſe 
has been manifeſted ; bur, how horrid 
and- blaſphemous, needs no proof bu 
che 
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thebare rehearſing of them. 

S. 12. From the Language and Pra- F'omtbe | 
Riſe of the Generalicy of the Faithful Lara 
profeſſing Faith, we come next to the Chriſtians 
PraRiſe of the irs of Chriſtianity z,,2.0" 
not proceeding as Speculaters and Scho- their un- 
lars ( a moſt trifling impertinent Topick {##4n4 
when we are ſpeaking of Faith, yet moſt x56, 
frequently us'd by our Adverſaries, eſpe- 
cially Mr. Stilling fleet, and Mr. Pool, 
who are obſtinately bent to practiſe 
char wilful miſtake) but as Chri- 
ftians or Faithful: and this, not only 
ating or ſpeaking i» Abſtradion from 
Humane Knowledg, bur as in dire? 
Oppoſition roit, and (as it were) in de- 
fiance and deſpight of it, Now, with 
theſe intelligent Perſons *cis very ſo- 
lemn, after, by penetrating the Grounds 
of Faith,they havecometo embrace Faith 
it (cf, immediately co diſcard & renounce 
all Texers oppoſit to the ſaid Faich, how 
Certain {ever they held chem former- 
ly : Nay, to ſtand wich a mind prepa- 
red to difaſſent to anypiece of Humane 
Learning, how Scientifical ſoever it 
Jook's, which they ſaw evidently to 
thwart any of thoſe Believed Truths. 
Making account it was their duty cap- 
 bi- 
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tivare Intelleelum in obſequium Fidei, 10 
captivate their Under ſtandings to the O- 
bedience of Faith , or, to yeild them to- 
rally up, by an abſolure and perfect 
Afſent co the Truth of thoſe Myſteries , 
and not to heed or credit any objectti- 
ons or Propoſals of Humane Reaſon to 
the contrary, when once the ſtable 
and immovable Grounds or Motives 


of Divine Belicf,thar is,the Kule of Faith, 
had ſubdu'd their Judgments to thar 


invincible Aﬀent; but to reſt well af- 
ſur'd thar all reaſons were fallacious, 
and all Poſitions Falſe which went a- 
gainſt rhoſe Sacred and Eſtabliſh't 
'Truchs. This was cver their unanimous 
and conſtant Profeffion ; particularly 
the Fathers are full of Expreſſions of 
that kind : An Evident Argument thar, 
as Chriſtians, they ever held Faith and 
it's Grounds /mpoſſible to be Falſe, for, 
otherwiſe, they had bin oblig'd, by 
Honeſty and their love of Truth, nor 
co have ſo readily rejeRcd their former- 
ly-conceited Truths, nor to have ſtop'd 
rheirears ſo obſtinately co new Reaſons 
againſt Faith. bur, as long as Faith 
was poſſ:ble ro be Falſe, they ought in 
due candor to- have ftill weigh'd the 
Op- 
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i © 4 Oppolſit Theſis and the ObjeRions per- 

: pertually alledg'd , againſt the firength 
wo of Faith and it's Rule, and confider'd 
6 which was more likely ro betrue; and 
w not have ſtill concluded ſo partially on 
of Faiths fide, and obſtinately reſolv'd to 
te hear nothing againſt ic, bearing them- 
"* ſelves as if all muſt needs be True which 
4 Faith's Rule reacherh us, that is, in- 
ke deed, as if Faith could not poſſ.bly be 


fal (e- 


$. 13. hence follows, that all who From the 

hold Faith is peſſrble to be faiſe ought, 7 

C4 in Conſcience and their natural duty or on th: 

lovero Truth, remain Seekers all their P2intain- 
. 1 : ers of tb: 

Lives : For; however they may hope at ;qgyy.v 

preſent that what they adhere co is true; Tenc: to 

yer, fince they hold 'cis pſible to be falſe pn, 

for /any thing they know, they ought, a!l hci: 

the affair and its concern being ſo weigh» (v5: 

ty, to be ſtill examining it's Grounds, 

and caſting ahcut to ſee whether this 

Poſs1b1l-ty 0? Fatſhood, which they already 

ſee, be nor. indeed Adually ſuch, though 

as yet they ſee it not; or at leaſt, whether 

ſome other Profeſſion may not,afcer long 

conficeration, appear /eſs poſſible #0 be 

Falſe , and another (till leſs than that 

that ſo they may go as near Truth as 


they 
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they can: weighing diſcreetly and im- 
partially what Deiſm, Paganiſm, Tur- 
ciſm, and ſuch others, wiſely repreſen- 
cd withour cheir Poetical Fancyes, and 
Fooleries, can ſay for themſelves. Or, 
laſtly, if they come to ſuch a Scepticiſlm 
in Religion ( which I doubt is therrue 
caſe) as to judg ſuch a queſt Joſt labour ; 
becauſe, when all's done, the ſullen 
Dame f Tr#th } will never the ſooner 
diſcover her face, nothing being to be 
found but what will ftill appear Poſſi- 
ble to be Falſe: the PraQical Conclu- 
fion naturally following hence will be 


this, to fix there where it lights moſt 


advantageous to their temporal Intereſt , 
in the ſame-manner as men addi them- 
ſelves to this or that Trade, cry it up 
and maintain it ſtoutly ro be Tra, 
becauſe 'cis Creditable to the Profeſſion, 
though they judg all the while i# may 
be a faiſhood, and, becauſe they ſee 
their Faith can have no Certain or Firm 
Grounds , undertake to make ic good that 
Faith ix ſelf needs have »one, by the beſt 
aſiſtances plaufible Rherorick, ſeeming- 
ly-probable reaſons, weak or miſ-vs'd 
Teſtimonies and yoluntary Cavils and 


Miſtakes can lend them. And, in a 


word, 
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word, ſince they are not in circumſtan- 

ces to ſetrle any thing, to laugh hear-. 

tily at thoſe who go about ir, and to 

endeavour very politickly co pull down 

every thing z which any Intelligent 

Reader will manifeſtly ſee by this e- 

ſtabliſhing Treatiſe, compar'd ro their 

performances, to have been the Effets 

of my Adverfaries labours. RIS 
$ 14. The Unnaturalneſs of this Te- juc&cac- 

20 wil! perhaps be brought nearer home, _ un 

and fo be better penetrated even by our cy,%h;an 

Oppoſers themſelves, if we refls@ how Preaching 

wickedly ir would ſound fromthe mouth j24 5X | 

of Preachers if, after a Sermon, exhor- : 

ting and preſſing the Faithful to the Love 

of Heaven, or particularly, to ffand fledfaſt 

intheir Faith,they ſhould in the cloſe,ro 

prevent in their Audirors the miſunder- 

ſtanding ſome overſtraining Expreſſions, 

add an ingenuous caution, That they 

ſhould nor,for all char, adhere co Faith as 

if it con!d zot be Falſe, nor work for Hea- 

ven as if there were any abſolute Certainty 

of the being of any ſuch a Thing. Is ir 

not manifeſt, this (in our caſe) honeſt- 

dealing Prof. lion would enervate the 

force of all the Motives they had propo- 

ſed and preft? And, if fo, is it notas e- 

| vident, 


IIZ | 
vident, that all the efficacy of Chriſtian 


From the 
Churches 
conſtant 
PraRiceof 
Obliging 
ro Belief. 
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Preaching ſprings naturally from the /m. 


poſpibility that Faith ſhould be Falſe? For, 


<is not only the Ulnſcaſonableneſs of this 
Profeſſion, but the Impiouſneſs of ir, 
which would ſo ſcandalize the Hearers , 
and cither avert them from the Preacher, 
or make them cold in Virtue, *Tis clear, 
echen, chat all che forceable Application 
of Chriſtian Moxives to the hearts of the 
Generality of the Faithful, is grounded 
on the Impoſhbility of Faith's Falſhood: 
and that, therefore , he who holds the 
oppoſite Tener, and would be honeſt, 
ſhould either leave off Preaching, for 
which this Tenet makes him unfit; or 
elſe uſe much caution while he preaches, 


leaſt, by implying the perfet Cenainty 


of Faith, while he practiſes Aſſentation 
to That, he becomes Injurious to Truth, 
and conſequently ro Itroo, if it be 
True, 

S, 15» Bur, to conclude; it has bin 
no leſs the Practice of the Governours 


of the Church, or Eccleſie docens, to ob- . 


lige the Faithfull to beleeve what they 
recommended to them as the Doctrine 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, ( Nay Mr. 
rhitby , in his late Treatiſe [<3 c* J 


P* 3:3» 
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page 53, 54. aſſerts the ſame: of the 
Church of Ezgland, as to their Creed or 
Fundamentals) Which, had Faith been 
held by che Governors and the Govern- 
ed Poſſtb!e to be Falſe, had ſignify'd juſt - 
thus much, as if the Governours ſhould 
ſay, Tou ſhall believe it, though we know it 
-ay be falſe, or, Tow ſhall believe ws rell= 
ing you the Apoſtles taught it, though both 
we and the Authorizy we truſted for it may 
be deceiv'd, for any thing we know ; And as 
if the perſons governed ſhould anſwer, 
we will believe you, though we koow you may 
be in the wrong, and the Point it ſelf falſe x 
which is in effe& the ſame as if they 
ſhould profeſs. they are rcſolv'd to be- 
lieve them, ler ir prove what it will, 
right or wrong, Trae or Falſe. So ſtrange 
a Tyranny in the Impoſers or Com- 
manders, and Slavery in the Believers or 
Odeyers , as is impoſſible in cither to 
confilt with Humane Nature, had not 
both of chem (the Obeyers ar leaſt) been 
verily perſwaded/ choſe Commanders 
had ſuch Morives to propoſe as ſhould 
have been able to oblige Aſſent, with» 
out which all: Command of an:Interi- 
our A& of the: Soul is Nonſence and 
Folly. - Oh, but (will a witty Atheiſt 

[ ſay) 
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ſay) Humane Policy might have made 
the Governours conceal the Cheat, by 
which means the ignorant-govern'd 
were frighted into a belicf of any thing! 
Very likely, indeed , thar amongſt fo 
many millions, and of thoſe, many 
Saints by our Adverſarics own Confeſh- 
on, all ſhould perfiſt and be erue Con- 
ſpirators in ſo unnatural a Confederacy : 
or that , in ſo free an admiſſion of all 
ſorts of prudent people to any kind of 
knowlede, as is practic'd in Chriſten- 
dom, inſomuch that there are found ma- 
ny thouſands of the Governed equal in 


Parts and Learning to divers of the chief | 


Governours, and ſuperiour co very many 
of them, all ſhould ſo camely permic 
themſelves and the world to be abus'd in 
a Point no leſs important than their very 
Manhood, *Tis then above Policy and 
Force, and only atchievable by the Na- 
tural ſtrengrch of che Morives, to oblige 
ſuch .Multicudes , and ſo qualify'd, to 
Chriſtian Faith: and theſe Morives muſt 
have. been 1mpoſſible to be Falſe, none 
clic being able ro ſubdue the Under- 
ſtandings of ſuch. a great portion of 
Mankind to hold their Propoſals true, or 
juftificallrhe Church- Governours in all 
| / Ages 
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lade Ages from a moſt unjuſt and moſt uina- 
by tual Tyranny. 
cn'd 
ng! — e- — 
t | OWE , MIET OA þ 
Son Divers Principal Objefions 
an Anſwer'd. 
IN- ou 
ih T O miſtake every paſſage voluntarily 
of 4 is ſo in faſhion, and ſo continually 
n- purſu'd, as the beft merhod to anſwer 
_ Diſcourſes which proceed by the way of 
in Principles, that, perhaps, it were not 
ef j{ imprudent to foreſtall ſuch Blinds, and 
* prevent ſich miſ-repreſenters from rai- 


s fing theirlight and aicry duſt, by ating 
n { ourſelves, if wecan, the part of an Op- 
y |] ponentaficra ſolider manner than we are 
d i -rocxped from thoſe prevaricating Diſ- 
- 3 Ccourſers: beſides, nothing more clears 
. a Point than to manifelt that ſuch Ob- 
) 

, 


FEEL, 
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acquaint me with irs defets. Their 
moſt pertinent and moſt. fundamental 


Exceptions, I preſent the Reader with , | 
which I have ſtrengthen'd as well as 1 
could, and added divers of mine own; # 
proteſting, thar, did I know my ſelf, or 
knew where to learn of others , more % 
forcible and efficacious ones , I ſhould Þ 
not bave declin'd the propoſing them | 
nor haye fear'd ro oppoſe the Invincible- | 
neſs of the. Truth I here defend againſt | 


the ſtrongeſt Aſſaults of the moſt Inge- 


nious , moſt rational, and moſt acute 


Diſcourſers. 


Objeftjon 1. 


 Theword Trath js both in the Poſtu- |} 
tata, and all over this Treatiſe taken in * 
roo Mctaphyfical a Rigour : in which 
ſenſe it may, perhaps, be deny'd that % 
Faith s True, or that the Generality of % 


Chriſtians do ſo cſteem it, 

Anſwer, 1 take that word in the plain 
natural, and proper Tenſe, in which all 
mankind cakes it, for what in reality and 
inated s ſo; which I affirm to be ſuffici- 


ent for my ,purpoſe, ' or to ground all. 


thoſe Arpguiticfits which I bring thence 
: x0 
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ro evince the -Impoſſibility of : Faith's 
Falſhood. Bur, I fearthe:ObjeRer con- 


wan : = founds the Firſt operation of: our under- 
as I* : | ; 

own. © ſtanding wich the Second, that 1s; -our 
f, or 5 fiwple Apprehenfion or Meaning of-the 


£2 word 7rath or Trae with the: Propoſiti- 


more | ; 

ont ff 00S or Judgments made. concerning- it. 
em. if For, nor only weak people judg many 
ble. 8 fhings Trve which ſtznd under no Cer- 
inſt fl (413 Grounds; bur evenſolid men, when 
ige. I be Concern of che Point is'fleight, and 


:no circumſtance awakes them into0-.a 
heedfulneſs:, and, as it-were , engages 
their Honeſty ro ſpeak rigotous Truth; 
oftentimes careleſly and\ unconcernedly 
admit Things for Truths which are far 

fa. | ſhore of . having Grounds elevating 
# them to an Impoſlibility. of Fatſhood z 

cþ Þ and, indeed, wre far from being jadg'd 
Z Truths even by themfalves while they 
# ſcemto admir-them for ſuch; nay more, 
# though they ſometimes ;«fe them. as 
# Truths, when the weight is not much 
Il #Z whether they be ſo or no-; as when-in a 
# &hetorical Diſcourſe, (or even-in a folid 


d one for Illuſtration ſaie) we make uſe of 
" . & che Story of the Phoenix!,.or ſuch likes, 
; .or when in ordinary converſation we re- 
O late many paſſages abcreed by no certain 


I 3 Aurho- 


LINI 
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Authority , but'taken upon the accoum 
of rumour , perhaps invented by wit- 


ey humour, the iruch of which i 8 
were in thoſe circumſtances Impru- | 
dent and Impertinent to difcountenance, {| 
bur colet chem go with a kind of 7ranſ- 
ext , Or a waleant quaniym walere poſſunt; 
Yer, in both cafes, whar the fo/zd man ? 
out of unconcernedneſs paſſes, and what ? 
the vulgar man out of weakneſs judg- | 
_ 635 asa Truth , ' both the one paſſes the 


pther judges to be in reality and indeed | 
ſo: whence both of them have thege- | 


nuine ſimple Apprehenfion or meaning ; 


of the word { Truth ] and cheſame all | 


other men have, however the one miſ- } 
applies it, che'other permits it co be miſ- |} 


apply'd in Propoſitions. 


Nor will any diſtintion' of Truths 1 
worally ſpeaking , probably: Truths, &c, ! 
ſerve the curny for Truth (as was ſaid) ,* 
ſpeaks the ' Conformity of che ſudging Þ 
Power :to the Thing, that is, a Real |? 
diſpoſition of the mind :' which there- | 
fore cither & or is not, inthe ſame man- | 
ner as the Wall is either white or not |þ 


white ; not admitting for it's diffecence 


probably or not-probably , any more than 


Being docs :But, as it is impoſſible burthe 
| | | Wall 


4 OE Cobb 
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Wall if it be nor white , muſt neceſſarily 
be not-white,or have ſome other diſpoſirj- 


Y on in it which 15 70t-whiteneſs ;, ſo *cis 


impoſſible bur rhe minde, if not Con- 
formable to the thing or Tyx#e, muſt 
be Un-conformable or not-Tyue, (mean- 


& ing n0t-Trauc negatively, not privatively 
& ſoasto ſignify Falſe) and, conſequently 


in ſtead of that Conformicy, it mult 
have ſome other Diſpoſition in its 
whatever that Diſpoſ#r70n be, 


Objedion I 1. 


In ſome places of this foregoing Trea- 
tiſe Objeftive Truth is confounded with 
that diſpoſicion of the underſtanding 
or Conformity of it co the Thing call'd 
Formal Truth or, Truth #7 os. - 

Anſwer, The clearing this requires 
the making an exacter diſcovery' into 
the nature of T7445, To do which we 
will begin our explication with noting 
that our underſtanding hath two Ope- 
rations. ( omitting the third, Diſcourſe, 
as not pertinent to our preſent purpoſe } 
viz. Simple Apprehenſion and Fudzment, 
The reſult or Effc&t of the fiſt is 
call'd 4 Notion; Concerning which Phi- 

I 4  loſophers 


ig 


12.0 
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loſophers diſcourſe thus : that, when] 
apprehend what is meant by the word 
Han, or have that Notion in me, Man: 
nature is both in theThing, and in myM 
Conception, for 'cis impoſſiole( m y Con- 
ception being an imminent AR) I} 
ſhould conceive whatis not in my Concep-# 
tion,or that my At of conceiving ſhould] 
be intrinſecally determin'd to be this, 
bur by what is £nirinſeccal or in it, What 
is meant then by the word [| Man Jha 1 
two ſtates : one in the thing as exiltent 

out of me; the other in the thing as cx- 
iſtent 2” -1e: as the ſelf-ſame figure is in} 

the Seal and the Wax, Yet, neither of 
theſe different States enters into the No. 

#09 I have of Man, bur mecrly what is 
common to the Thing , under either 
State, which is what anſwers to the 
definition , for, both Man, caken as in 
himſelf, is a rational Creature, and alſo 
what I conceive, or mean by the word 

[ Xan } is rational Creature, though the 
words [| rational Creature ] expreſs nei- 

cher the being 7» my Minde nor out of 

it, but abſtract from eicher. © By this 
m-ans my Mind concieving an gains 

an Unity of foxms with the Thing out of 

it , ora Conformityto it ; which Diſpo- 
ſition } 


when 
\ word 
2 Alan 
in my 
AR) I 


Oncep-(# 
ſhould! : 
this, 
What 
4 has 
1tent 
IS CX- 
21S in! 
cr of 
» No. 
Nat is 
ther 
the 
IS in 
alſo 
'ord 
the 
nei- 
i4 of 
his 
Ins 
of 
)0- 
on \ 


fition wants nothing to be call'd 7rat/, 
bur that 'cis incapable of grounding Af- 
firmation or Negation , the bare meaning 
"of the word [| Man ] neither implying 
[ 4 ] nor [| & #0 ] Whence Truth and 
® Falſhood are uſuall ſaid ro be incompe- 
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. rent tothe firſt Operation of our Under- 
| ſtanding, 


We will make way tothe Second O- 
peration of our Underſtanding by ano- 
ther Inſtance of the firſt, Imagin then 
there is propos'd ro my Eye a Round 
Pillar, which it affeRts, and by it my 
Brain, and, ſo, my Underſtanding z it 
cannot fail co beger there a ſimple Ap- 
prehenſion, and conſequently a Notion 
of what is directly imprinted; which is, 
that Thing with as many of its qualifi- 
cations as were apt to be convey'd in by 
means of that ſenſe, confuſedly blended 
ropgethers as alſo (by my Experience 
that it affeRs or 7s affeRing me ) of it's 
Exiſtence, Moreover, as Occaſion, or 
indeed Nature guides me, I may have 
diſtin& or abſtracted notions of Pillar, 
Roundneſs and Exiſtence, nay more of 
Pillar and Roundneſs as exercifing or 
aQually having the ſame exiſtence ; or, 
which is all one, of what is-7zcant by bois 

c0- 
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Propofition , [ the Pibar 3s raund ] that 
js, of what correſponds to thoſe three 
diſtin notions, pur now in a frame of 
a Propoſition, and, ſo immediately apt to 
expreſs Truth or Falſhood, and yet nor 
proceed to behave my ſelf affirmingly 
or denyiegly, or jwag any. thing con- 
cerning them , bur meerly to conceive 
what is meant by thoſe words. 
Way being thus orderly. made to- 
wards the Second Operation of the Un- 
derſtanding by diſpoſing the ſeparate 
notions in a ficting poſture by the Firſt, 


nature ſeems co requice It ſhould ſuper- * 
vene; and, fo, the Underſtanding ſers | 


it ſelf to j#4g whether thoſe Extream 
or diſtant notions, exhibited by the 
Firſt in the poſture of Connexion, be 
indeed connected or no; the ſtandard 
or meaſure of which is co be taken from 
.the Thing. Now in ſelf-evident Pro- 
poſitions and Firſt Principles the Un- 
-derſtanding guides it ſelf by chat imbred 
or nature-taughe Principium Intelleftgs , 
| The ſameis the ſame withit's ſelf ] In 
Meduc't Propofirionsz by the ſame Prin- 
Ciple fundamentally, or originally, and 
immediaxely by this, [ Thoſe notions 
which are the ſame with a Third, are the 
| ſame 


wi” wu —S=O << mag cars: 
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Inſtance, Experience alone ſuffices co in- 
form the underſtanding, ſuppoſing rhe 
obvious knowledg of what Pillar and 
Konndneſs are, and that a Pillar is a 


| 7hing, whereas Roundneſs without Pul- 
| lar is' none, but onely an AﬀeRion-or 


determination of a Thing z both known 
by plain Nature, whatever ſom School- 
men ſpeculate. For, theſe pur, meer 
Experience teaches us that that ching 
which is call'd Pilar; is the ſame thing 
which is call'd- Rewnd;, or, which isall 
one, that inthis Propoſition, [.7he Pj 
lar is round | the two extream notions 
are indeed, (that is, with a Conformity 
ro the Thing ) identif'd, or that that 
Propoſition is True, | 

Bur ro return home to our purpoſe : 
"Tis clear that Tiler and Rawndueſs 
Exiſting by the ſame exiſtence ox in-the 
ſame Thing, are found in the thing 
after it's manner , -and in my Judgmenc 
( or.Soul as apt tojudg) after it's, char 
is fjudgingly : But. Truth hath noching 
ro do with either of theſe anenners 
of Being (as was diſcourſt former» 
ly in the parallel caſe of Notions) bur 
purely and adequaely eonfiſts-in the 
Unity or Community of Form which my 
| Judg- 


fare with one another, ] But,in our preſent 


Fn eee ee ee rr Er er erern ren enernenrernenee ere nr rn ne net err | — 
 mamtmata_—_—y 
| 
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Judgment has wich che Thing 3; by ha- 
ving which in her,;che Soul gains a Confor. 
mity to it. In this Common Formconſi: 
der'd as in the Thing,confiſts it's Metephy- 


fical Yerity , or it's Being what it is, and 
this Verity, confider'd as apt zo ſtamp ot 3 


imprint it ſelf on my Fudging Power, |: 
is 'call'd Objefive Truth ;' as recetvd inf 


' me, and faſhioning' or conforming my 
faid ons, the Thing as in ic elf. 
and ſo: making'my Judgment True, *cis 
call'd Formal Trath; © T 

This declar'd; I deny that I any where 


confound ObjeFive Truth with Formal, | 


or what's iz the Thing, with what's in me 
« in me; for, that were to identifie thoſe 
ewo moſt vaſtly and moſt evidently dif- 
ferent States : A Supineneſs too groſs for 
any attentiveDiſcourſereo failinto:T con- 
ceive then what the-*ObjeRer would al- 
ledge is , that I confound thoſe Truths 
ſpoken of with Truth to «s, or quod 
nos, as the Schools ſpeak. For, though 
what's Tr1th tows muſt! needs be Truth 
in zt ſelf, and invs, inregard we'cannot 
know-thatto be which #s »ot s yer what's 
Truth 2s it ſelf, or Truth i» ws, is not 
therefore Truth to-#s, in regard one may 
upon probable, nay improbable, or even 
Falſe Grounds, lighr.upon a right judg- 
ne,” ment 
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ment z in which cafe his mind as judg- 
ing, is conformable to the thing or 7re': 
yer, ſtill, char rhing'1s not erue. #0 him, in 
regard he hath no reafon able to conrinde 
ir ſuch; orto make hin? ſee-it to betrur. 
77ruth then tows, isthe ſame with our 
= Sight of it; that is, with Certainty or 
T7 Determination of 'our Underſtanding 
& by force of Intelleual Motives; and, 
this indeed 'I often ſeem to confound 
, *tis MI with Truth inthe'two' former Accepri- 

ons; bur I therefore ſeem to do it be- 
here & cauſe I am loath rotranſcribe andapply 
ſo often my Poſtulata,” and ſuppoſe 
me 8 Judiciovs Reader bears them in mind. 
ofſe & Which if he pleaſes'to underſtand: as 
dif. & ſubjoyn'd to thofe Diſcourſes, 'ic will 
for follow that what # fo in the- thing it ſelf, 
on- {x or perhops #» «s, if it be ſo ſevercly' ob- 
al- i ligatory co þe thus conſtantly profeſt 
ths i and held fo, and conſequemtly (by my 
ad | later Poftulatum) neceſſary 'to be known 
gh to beſo, all my miſtaken proofs will be 
th © Þroughtco conclude it Tree 2085, that IF, 
of Certarme. " I IC 22 
" You will ſay ,why is it not enough/for 
ot God to'provide that our Acts of Faith 
be indeed Trye is us, ſince; f6;' they 
_ would perfe& our Underſtandings!'by 
con- 


126 Faith. vindicated. 


conforming them torthething, and guide 
us right We they .muſt all be Tee to 


vs, or be known to be Trae, I anſwer, for? 
two Reaſons. One, becauſe Gad's Go: | 


vernmere of Mankiad would by this 


means be preceraatural, obliging himto 
hold, profeſs, and dye for profeſling the 


7Trath of thoſe Points which he knows 


nor£0 be ſuch. The other Reaſon is, be-| 
cauſe every AQ of Faith as exercis'd | 


would perpetually involye an Erroer, in 
caſe the Motives to thoſe Aſlcars were 
not- concluſive of the Truch of thoſe 
Points : For, however one may.light by 
hap-hazard, or "I 
Truth from an Inclufive Motive, yer, 
ſiace *cis impoſſible a rational Creature 
ſhould affent bur upon ſome Motive, good 
or bad ; hence, every Aſſcnt practically 
implies..['7 rae for 2hjs reaſon] Where- 
fore, [if .che Reaſon grounding ſuch Af- 
ſents be unapt to conclude the Truth of 
the thing, that Judgment neceſſarily in- 
volyes a Falſhood or Errour ; however 
it be, otherwiſe, conformable,40 the 
thing abſtracedly confider'd% Truths 
then being baſtard ,, illegitimate and 
monſtrous, both the Iotclleualaneſs and 


Faith, 


ugh weakneſs on a þ 


Supernaturalneſs 'of that Virtue call'd 


©, wa 
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Faith, make ir ſcorn to own ſuch defe- 
Rive Pr. ductions., 


ObjeFion II I. 


The Meanines of Words are indeed to 
be taken fromthe Yelger, but the Trath 
of Propoſitions is to be raken onely from 
the Judgments of Learned Men: though 
then that be indeed the wearing of the 
word [ Faith] which the Generality of 
Chriſtians mean by it, yer the 7r##th of 
this Propoſition [ Faith « poſſible to be 
Falſe ] muſt be judg*d of by the Senti- 
ments of the moſt Learned Divines ; 
the Generality ( at leaft the Beſt ) of 
which, and Catholicks amongſt the 
reſt, grant the Grounds of- Faith as ro 
our Knowledg , and conſequently Faith 
it ſelf, ro bs Peſſrble to be Falſe, 
Anſwer, Thar Maxim is to be under- 
ſtood of thoſe Propoſitions which re= 
quire ſome Speculation ro inferthem, in 
which caſe alfo even the Hnlearned are 
not bound co 4ſſent upon the Authority: 
of Learned men, taken preciſely as \men 
of Skill, becauſe generally "tis Practical-' 
ly-ſelt-evident cochem, that ſuch Specu-: 
lative men differ oft times intheir Senti- 
ments, 
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ments,- and they are unfurniſht of due 
means to diſcern which is in the right: 


yer, if they are to a# in ſuch affairs, they 
are bound in. Prudence to proceed upon 


the Judgments of that part which is ge-j 


neraily reputed oft and ableſt ; and then 
their proceedure is laudable, becauſe they 
do the beſt ſecundum nltimum potentiz, 
or that lies in the power. Whence 
Learned men who have ability to judg 
of the Reaſons thoſe Speculaters give, 
behave themſelves imprudently and 
blameably if chey even proceed to: out- 
ward aQion, meerly upon their Judg- 
ments without examining . the Reaſons 
they alleadge, in caſe they have leaſure 
and opportunity to do ſo. But now the 
Maxim holds not all for thoſe Propoſtti- 
ons in which 'tis cicher ſelf-evident , or 
evident to common and uncultivated 
Reaſon that the Predicate is to be con- 
need with the SubjeR : as *cis, for ex- 
awple, in this, [ an i 4. rational Crea- 
ere ] or this, which is palpably conſe- 
quent from the former, [| Man « capable of 
gaining Knowledg) for in ſuch as theſe 
the natural Sentiments of the Vulgar are 
full as Certain as thoſe of Specularers 
perhaps Certainer. And with the ſame 
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Evidence the Predicate | Poſſible to be 
Falſe] muſt neceſſarily be ſeen to be con- 
need with [| Faith] by all thoſe who e- 
ſteem themſelves oblig'd by Gods Com- 
mand co profeſs and dyc for the 77#:h of 
choſe Points they believe, Beſides, rhey 
hold chat Faith makes them know God 
and his Will, that their Aſﬀenre of Faith 
is to be /mmoveable, or adher'd to all their 
lives ; chat is, ſuch as cannot be over- 
chrown or ſhown Falſe by any Reaſons 
brought againſt it; both which equiva- 
lently imply mpoſſeb1lity of Falſhood. 
Again, *tis deny'd that Catholick Di- 
vines, even 45 Speculaters, hold Faith Poſ- 
ſible to be Falſe , ſince they all, co a man, 
(whatever they hold beſides) hold the 
Catholick Church 7nf«l:ble; and that 
we ought to receive our Faith from her 
Living Voice and PraQice: Now the 
Tenet of 1»falibility in che Propoſer ne- 
ceſſarily draws after it the Tenet of 1m- 
poſstbility of F alſhood in what is propos'd, 
char is, in Fazth, Bur, becauſe ir may be 
ſaid rhis is their Sentiment as Catho- 
licks, not as Schoolmen, let the Angel of 
the Schools ſpeak for the Schools chem- 
ſelves; his Expreſſions are common, and 
{o reach all, Scientia (faich he, Sum. 
K. The- 
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Theol, 242tq.14 4.5044 4m,) cam oi. 
nione fimut eſſe non poteſs fimpliciter 4e eo- 
dem; quia d: :a1:0ne ſcientie eſt, quod id 
quod ſcttur ex ſtimetur Impoſſtbile iſe ali- 
ter fe habere; de ratione antem opinionis 
eſt quod id quod eft opinatum exiſiimetur 
poſſ-bile aliter ſe habere: ſed id quod fide | 
zenctur, propter fidei certitudinem . exiſli- | 
matur etiam 1m; offubile alter ſe habere, 
And again in the ſame Queſtion, @*. 4. | 
ad 2, Ea que ſubſunt Fidei duplicitey con- | 
ftderari poſſant : uno medo in ſpeciali, & | 
ſic :.0n poſſunt eſse ſimul viſa & credita, | 
alto mods in general!, ſcilicet ſub communi | 
7 atione credibus , et fic ſunt VIS A ab eo qui | 
Credit ,7i6n enim crederet niſt VIDERET ed 
eſse creaenda, wel propter EVIDENTI- 
AM: ſegrorum , wel propter aliquid hu- | 
J#ſ-:.04/, Ir were cafie for me to avail | 
my ſelf by theſe Teſtimonies to con- | 
firm the main of my Doctcine ; bur, | 
what method will permit me , and leads ' 
me to at preſent, is only this, to ſhow | 
that this Great Father of the Church, *' 
and DoGour of all Schools, declares the | 
common Sentiment, drawn out of the | 
conceit of Faith's Certainty, to bethis, 
that *cis [mpcſſ1ble that Points of Faith 
ſhouli be otherwiſe, or falſe; and that we 
muſt | 
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muſt, e're we believe, have Evidence of 
the Grounds of onr Belief , which a- 
mounts to the ſame, All then that can 
be objeRed from ſome of our Divines is 
this, that chey explicare their Tenet ſo, 
as by conſequence Faith is left poſſible to 
be falſe; but, what is this to the pur- 
poſe; fince '*cis one thing to. hold a Te- 
nec, and another thing to make it out, In 
the former they all agree, in the later (as 
is the Genius of. Hijmane Underſtand- 
ings where our heavenly Teacher has 
not ſertled them) they diſagree with one 
ancther, ſomeximes with themſelves. 
Nor, can it bear any Obje@ion, nor 
breed ſcandal, that the Ground of Faith 
ſhould be more particularly and diſtinct- 
ly Explicme now than formerly , for; 
ince Controverſie isa Skjfl, why ſhould 
it be admir'd, nay, why ſhould ir not be 
exp<ctcd that it ſhould receive 1mprove- 
ment. thar is, better explain its proper ob- 
je the Rule of Faith ; than formerly 3 
ſince we experience a progreſs in all o- 
ther Arts and Sciences which are fre- 
quent ia uſe, as this has been of late 
CayES: 
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0bj:4io0n 1 V. 


A great part of the Firſt Eviction, 3 
in caſe it proceed concerning 774th in 
5, as it ought, ſuppoſes the vulgar Skil- 7 
ful in Logick, and co frame their 7 
Thoughts and Aſents inthe ſame man- & 
ner as Artificial Diſcourſers do. A 

Anſwer, It ſuppoſes no Skill or Artin } 
the vulgar .or Generality of Chriſtians, 
bur onely declares artificially what nata- | 
rally paſſes in rational Souls when they ? 
Aſſent upon Evidence, And this it ought 
to do; For the Art of Logick frames F 
nor it's Rules or Obſervations at ran- # 
dome, bur rakes them from the Thing # 
or it's Object (as all other Skills do) # 
that is, from what is found in ra- 7? 
tional Souls 45 rational, or apt to diſ- 7 
courſe : by obſerving the motions of 7 
which when it behaves it ſelf rational- 7 
_ Iy, the Logicians ſet down Rules how : 

co demean our Thoughts ſteadily and 7. 
conſtantly according to right Reaſon: 
So that the manner of working in Arti- 
ficial diſcourſers in this onely differs |! 
from that of Natural ones, that the 
one acts directly the other refletingly. | 
For 
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For example, a vulgar Soul when ir aſ- 
ſencs interiourly a thing #&,or affirms, has 
truly in it what a Logician call's a 
Propoſition;and that Propoſition has truly 
init what correſponds to the notions 
of Subje# , Copula, and Predicate ; though 
he refles not on it, as does a Logician, 
In the ſame manner when he gathers 
the Knowledg of ſome new Thing, he 
has truly in that d:ſcourſe of his what 
correſponds to Major , . Minor and Con- 
clufion, nay he has practically in him 
what neceſſitates rhe Conſequence or 
that Maxim [ The ſame is the ſame with 
it ſelf ] of whoſe Truth, it being a Prin- 
ciple of our Underſtanding, he cannor 
poſſibly be ignorant. Though all this 
while he refleQs not how or by vine 

of whar he acquires this Knowledg. 
And hence Light is afforded us to un- 
derſtand in common how the vulgar 
come to have Pradical Self- Evidence of 
divers Truths: For, the Maxims which 
even ſ{cientifical men have of the Ob- 
jeRs of ſeveral Sciences, being taken 
from the Things or the Objes of thoſe 
Sciences; and (thoſe Maxims being 
Common or General ones) from the 0b- 
vious or common Knowlcdg of choſe 
K 3 chings 
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things, which che yulgar who convers 
wich rhem cannot chuſe but have; A- 
gain, nature imbuing them with the 
Knowledg of that Principle on which 
the force of all Conſequences is Ground- 
ed, as alſo with the knowledg of all 
thoſe we call Principia intellectis , or 
Principles of our Underſtanding , hence 
their rational nature is led dire!ly by 
a natural courſe ro ſee evidently and aſ- 
{ent to divers Conclufions , without any 
Refi:xion or Speculation, which rude 
bur unerring draughe of Knowledg is 
call*d by me in Sare Footing and el{where 
Practical Self-evidence, becauſe 'ris a na- 
rural Refule of Practice or| ordinary 


converie with thoſe things ; An Inſtance . 


would ar once clear this, and, if rightly 
choſen, be ſerviceableto rhe Readers of 
Sure Footing, An unlearned perſon that 
cannot read a word believes fully there 
was ſuch a man as K. Fames ; and thar 
we may not miſtake che Queſtion, we 
will put him to be one that has a hand- 
ſom degree of converſation in the world, 
We fibde him affent co the Affirmative 
heartily ; Bur che point is hew he is led 
incothat Aﬀent, and whether rational- 
ly: Toask hima reaſon wy, is boot- 
leſs; 
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leſs; for this puts himro behave him- 
ſelf lixe a Refl:er s0wn [ honghts, 
which he is not : wixncewe ſhall tad 
him, upon ſuch a queition, at a puzzic 
ro give the particular reaſvaz though, 


| as taught by Experience, he will ſtand 


ſtiftly co it in common chat he has a 
reaſon for it, and a good one rov. To 
help him our then, the way :sco ſuggeit 
the truereaſontohim, for then he will 
eaſily acknowledg it, finding it experi- 
men:ally in himſelf ; which done, deny 
rhe Goodneſs of it, and you ſhall find, 
he will, as caught by nature ſtand to 
it, and deliver himſelf in ſome rude 
ſaying or other in behalf of it, For 
example, tell him he believes there was 
a K. F4ames becauſe thoſe who pretend- 
ed to live then have told us fo; bur 
what if they were mijiaken ? Hs an- 
{wer would in likelihood be to this 
purpoſe : what 4 God's name were they 
blisd :n thiſe dayes, that they could not ſee 
who was King then? Which expreſles 
natural:y his conceit of their [nerable- 
neſs in ſucha point , in caſe they had 
eyes, .Waich nature caughr him men 
venerally have, Infiſt farcher ; Perhsps 
they were not miſtaken , burhad a mind 

k 4 LO 
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co cozen all England chat came after 
them. Nature will lead him to this 
or ſome ſuch kind of Reply, To what 
purpoſe ſhould they all make fools of every 
body ? Which words, though rudcly cx. 
preſt , yet couch in themſelves the full 
reaſon given in Sure Foetrne, as far as 'tis 
built on Nature. For, firſt, it implies 
that man's nature with which -he hath 
a fair acquaintance in common is to 
do a thing for a purpoſe, end. or reaſon, 
Next, his Interrogatory way is in his rude 
ſtyle,cquivalent to a Negative, and ſo it 
ſignifies there could be no reaſon for its 
and, laſtly , his ſtanding to his former 
Tenet implies vircually a Conclu/ion from 
che reaſon given, that the thing could 


not be done; which involves neceſſa- | 


rily a knowledg of that Firit Principle 
on which all force of conſequence is 
grounded , and alſo of that Principle, 
no Effett can be without a due Cauſe , both 
perfectly ſuppos'd and held by him, 
though not cxpreft in his rude Enthy- 

meme, | 
From this diſcourſe is collected whar 
this Pradical Self- evidence 1s , and, that 
*is diſtinguiſh d from Experience in 
this, that Experience is onely found of 
| what 


what uſes to make the 24inor in this vir- 
eual diſcourſe, bur PraQical Self-evi- 
dence is of Concluſions deduc (as it 
were )froma common maxim naturally 
known, as the Major ; anda Ainor ( for 
che moſt pant) experiencially, or elſe 
PraRically known; which, joyn'd with 
the Self-evident Principle in which che 
force of Conſequence conſiſts, make 
up that virtual diſcourſe. Again, ir 
differs from Science, in that a man of 
Science refleRingly ſces a Medium iden- 
tifying the two Extreames,and is aware 
of rhe virtue of thoſe Cauſes which be- 
get Evidence; whereas the other is rather 
Paſſive from Natural Impreſſions chan 
Active by any Self-induſtry in theſe. 
Knowledges, and rather feels the force 
of thoſe Cauſes in his owna Adheſion, 
than fees ir. Secondly, *Tis colleed 
that this Pradtical Self-evidence is not- 
withſtanding , 77”e Knowledge, though, 
perhaps, it be che ſleighteſt kind of it; 1n 
which cis differenc's from Opinion buile 
on probabilities. For, ſeeing ſuch Af- 
ſenters have both by Experience or by 
Common Converſation #7ve Knowledg 
of the natures of diverſe things in com- 
mon, which make the nor, as alſo by 
Nature 
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Nature of all the Principles of our Un. 
derſtanding, which counte: vail the ma- 
jor,and force the Conſequence ; it comes 
co paſs that this Practical Sclf- evidence 
is intirely and adequately grounded on 
true Knowledges both as tro Premiſes and 
Conſequence, and cos{equently cis ir 
ſelf a.77#e Knowledg likewiſe. Which 
conſideration will he'p to explain my 
later Poſi#{atum, and ſhew by what means. 
Tis poſſible all Chriſtians may &now their 
Fanh co be True, or the ſame the A- 
poſttes raught, by che Churches Tefti- » 
Monie, becauſe they know the Incrra- 
bleneſs and Veracity of vaſt and grave 
mubticudes in open matters of Fact which 
are praQiceable daily. And laſtly, 'ris 
collected that what is Practically Setf- 
evident to the Unlearned, is Demonſtr able 
tothe Learned: in regard 7 eſe are Capa- 
ble of ſeeing by what vinue the cauſes of 
this Self-evidence bred that Knowlede, 
which the other's incultivated Reaſon 
would give no account of. 


Objedtion VN. 
That firſt Principle [ Ewery thing while 


# #, ts neceſſarily what it is] ſeems to be 
often- 


ofter 
via. 
whe 
*c15 | 
at P1 
mea 
ſcen 


oftentimes miſapply'd, particularly E- 
via; 2. S 11. & 13; to Trath at preſent x 
whence the Arguer would conclude thar 
*<is Impoſſible thar a thing ſhould Be iſo 
at preſent Falſe, Which is rrue, if ir be 
meant of Objefive Truth ; but then it 
ſcems to miſs che Queſtion, But,the con- 
ſequence holds nor, in caſe the Difcourſe 
be of Formal Truth z that is, of Truth' 
inws, or of Truth to #5, rbat is, of Cer- 
rainty ; for none pretends that his Judg- 
ment can ar the ſame time be Conform- 
able and Diſconformable ro rhe thing, 
which ſpeaks thoſe inrintſecall Diſpoſi- 
tions, call'd Truth and Falſhood in #6 
or that himſelf can be Cetrain or Un- 
certain of it ar once, which expreſles 
Truth and Falſhood ro ws; this being 
put thoſe Motives which only he bad 
ar preſent in his Underſtanding, able to 
prove the Poin true and falſe borh or at 
once : whereas, what is prerended by the 
ObjeRer is only this, that, chough upon 

preſent Motives he 7ow judges it True 
and Certain, yet, afrerwards, upon orher 

Morives fie may cone to ſee it Falſe. 

Anſwer, IT mean in thoſe places Truth 

zo 5, or Certainty : Bur, che ObjeRioh 

proceeds as if there were bur ve man - 

ome 


Faith wmdicated. 139 


133 Faith vindicated. 


Nature of all the Principles of our Un- 
derſtanding, which counte: vail the ma- 
jor,and force the Conſequence ; it comes 
co paſs thatthis Practical Sclf- evidence 
15 intirely and adequately grounded on 
true Knowledges both as ro Premiſes and 


Conſequence, and cos{equenly cis ir 
- ſelf a.77#e Knowlede likewiſe. Which 


conficeration will he'p to explain my 
later Poſi#latum, and ſhew by what means 
tis poſſible all Chriſtians may &»ow their 
Fanth co be True, or the fame the A- 
poſtles caught, by che Churches Tefti- « 
monie, becauſe they know the Incrra- 


| bleneſs and Veracicy of vaſt and grave 


multicudes in open matters of Fat which 
are practiceable daily. And laſtly, tis 


—collected that what is Practically Setf- 


evident to the Unlearned, is Demonſtr able 
tothe Learned: in regard Theſe are Capa- 
ble of ſeeing by what vine the cauſes of 
this Self-evidence bred that Knowledz, 
which the other's incultivated Reaſon 
would give no account of. 
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That firſt Principle | Every thing while 
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ne ficftentimes miſapply'd, particularly E- 
a- P[vic.2.S 11. &13. to 16th a preſent ; 
e&s {whencethe Arguer would conclude thar 
ce [cis Impoſſible that a thing ſhould be alſo 
)n |Þ{ar preſent Falſe, Which is rrue, if it be 
id | meant of Obje&ive Truth, but then it 
ic | ſcems to miſs che Queſtion, But,the con- 
h Þ ſequence holds nor, in caſe the Diſcourſe 
y be of Formal Truth , that is, of Truth 
s Þ| i», orof Truth to #5, tbat is, of Cer- 
r | rainty ; for none pretends that his Judg- 
l ment can art the ſame time be Conform- 
-- | able and Diſconformable ro the thing, 
- which ſpeaks thoſe inrintſ{ccall Diſpoſi- 
, tions, call'd Trurh and Falſhood in #s g 
or that himſelf can be Cetrain or Un- 
; certain of it ar once, which expreſſes 
Truch and Falſhood tow, this being 
put thoſe Morives which only he had 
ar preſent in his Underſtanding, able to 
prove the Poin ttrue and falſe borh or at 
once : whereas, what is pretended by the 
ObjeRter is only this, that, though upon 
preſent Motives he zow judges it Truc 
and Certain, yer, afterwards, upon orher 
& Motives fe may come to ſee it Falſe. 
Anſwer. IT mean in thoſe places Truth 
zo 5, or Certainty : Bur, che ObjeRion 
proceeds as 1f there were but owe man in 


the 


I 


% 


© Faith vindicated. 
che world, or as if True, Falſe, Certain 
and Yncertain could be relative to one per- 
ſon only. Firſt, then , my Poſition is 
that, whoever puts athing Trae 10 hin- 


_ felf,, yer poflible to be Falſe ts another, 


puts no leſs a capacity of the thing's be- 
ing at once thus True and Falſe rhough 
in ſeveral SubjcRs, chan as if it were in 
one Subject onely. Next, he ſuppoſes 
each of choſe different Judgers to have 
poſſibly juſt Grounds for ſo judging, 
ſince he puts in one Motives ſufficient to 
evincethe'77#1h of the thing, in the 0- 
ther, poſſible ones to conclude it's Falſe- 
herd, For our Queſtion is not, to what 
degree weak Souls can miſcarry in afſent- 
ing, but what degree of /#rength is found 
in the 220tzves to Faith, which, the Ob- 
jeer, as a Chri(iian, that is, as a Hoider 
chat Points of Faith are 7ruths , muſt af- 
ficm tobe ſufficient ro conclude it T7we; 
and yer,as himſelf contends, leaves it till 
Poſſible ro be Falſe, that is, proveable by 
other Grounds to be ſo, for, elſe, the 
word Falſe, cannot mean Falſe tos , or 
in the Subjeft,as is pretended, that is, he 
muſt make it poſhble to be juſtly or 
right reaſon, held by one True, by che 0- 
ther Faife, Now tis the Impoſſibility 
of 
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of ſuch oppoſite Grounds I conſtantly 
maintain z or that the Grounds of Faith 
are Impoſſible to be Falſe, Thirdly,hence 
I go farther and urpe, thar, if thoſe diffe- 
rent Morives can oblige juſtly one man 
ro hold Fairh 7yrxe, the otherto hold it 
Falſe, then, putting them in the ſame 
man, it oughe to oblige him to hold both 
ſides of the ComradiRion : and this 
enforces my proofs of this nature in my 
Third Eviction. I know it will be rea- 
dily anſwe'rd, that this will not follow g 
becauſe, the Mortives being diſparate, the 
more probable one would, when in the 
ſame ſubj:R, over-power the other, and 
{o hinder the oppoſite Aﬀſent, ' Bur I de- 
fire it may be conſider'd that Intellectual 
Morives ot Reaſons have their power to 
bind the Underſtanding to Afſent, not 
from their relation to other extrinſecall 
Proofs correſponding or diſcorreſpond- 
ing with them, bur from the Truth of 
che Premiſſes on which they intrinſecal- 
ly depend, and the Goodneſs of the 
Contequencez and, finally, by virtueof 

their being built on firſt or ſelf-evident 
Principles. If then- the Mortives one 
man has at preſent be ſufficient of their 
own nature to oblige him,aRting accord- 
ing 
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ing $0 right reaſon, to judg Faith True, 
who eyer has humane Reaſon owght to 
afſcort upon them: and, if Faith be till | 
poſhble ro be Falſe, thac is, Falſe to ws, 
that is, be poſſible ro be ſhown Falſe, or 
poſlible cha ochers may have juft ground 
ro hold it ſq, put thole Grounds alſo in | 
the ſame man, and, fince they muſt be 
convicqtive of humane underſtanding, 
they ought to have their forma] Effe& 
where they ate ; that is, convince it of 
Faith's Falſhood too; which however 
abſurd, yer cis the genuine and neceſſary 
{cque] of this Source of Abſurdities, 
Viz. That Faith and its Rule may pefſibly 
be Faiſe, How the force of this Dil- 
courſe is avaidable but by alledging 
that no man aRing according to right 
reaſon has juſt grounds to hold his Faith 
True 10 4, or caneyer have juſt Grounds 
to hold it Falſe to, (which is to deny 

the Poſſibility of Faich's Falſhood to us, / 
che Oppoſers own poſition) I profeſs my, 
ſelf utterly unable ro diſcern. Now=— 
he that holds theſe Poſitions is a perfeR \ 
Sceprick or a Pyrrhonian as to macters of 
Religion; fince he puts an abſolute de- 
ſperateneſs of knowing the Truth on ci- 
ther fade, in that matcer or ſubjeR. 


Ob: 
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Ovjection VI. 
When *cis ſaid that Faith and its Rule 


may be Falſe, the Arguer miſunderſtands 
irco mean that we aflert it may 4duely 


and indeed be ſhown ſo, whereas *cis onl 


meant by thoſe words, that *tis Poſſible to 
be Falſe for any thing wet know, or, for any 
thing the Grounds of Faith as 10 our know- 

ledg, evince or forcerothe contrary. 
Anſwer. 1 know not what Poſſibility 
co any thing means, if it be. not a rela- 
tion to its being attually and indeed: nor 
a Poſſibility of being Falſe to #5, but a 
Poſſibility of being actually and indeed 
ſuch, ehar is, of being aRually ſhown ſo 
tou, Andall this mult be forcibly ad- 
mitted by him who puts xo proper or me- 
ceſſary Cauſes in the Thing , nor conſe- 
quently Conclufive Motives in mens Un- 
acrſtandings why this Faith now profeſt 
ſhould neceſſarily be the ſame Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles taught. *Tis indeed a dif- 
ferent thing to ſay, it may be ſo,and to ſay, 
1 do not know but it may be ſo. Put, he 
who maintains that Faith may poſihly be 
Falſe, if he be honeſt , knows what he 
maintains to be True; otherwiſe, cer- 
' caln- 
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tainly he were very wicked who would 
thus diſgrace or diminiſh Faith, if he did 
not know his Poſition to be a Truth ; 
whence follows that ſuch a man muſt 
not onely ſay , 7 know not but it maybe 
Falſe; but he muſt, if he will ſpeak our 
what he thinks, be oblig'd to ſay, 7 knew 
it may be Falſe, however he be loath to 
declare Categorically and ſincerely his 
Tenet inſo odious a Point, or hazard 
his credit with the Generality of Chri- 
ſtians!, whoſe Sentiment he contradicts 
ſo expreſly. 


Objection VII. 


*Tis enough that Faith be as Certain 
as that the Sun will riſe ro morrow, that 
America will not be drown'd, as that 
there was a Henry the Eighth, &c, which 
are onely Morally Certain, and enough for 
humane action, fince they exclude Actu- 
al Doubt, or leave no ſuſpicion of doubs be- 
hind them ; which as Mr. Stilline fleet 
cells us, App. p. 76. « the higheſt actual 
Certalnty which the mind of any reaſonable 
714, can deſire. Inthe ſame manner as ir 
15 Certainty enough for me to uſe my 
houſe that Iam morally certain it will 

nor 
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not fall on my head, though I have no 
Abſolute Security but it may. And this 
kind of Certainty ſeems more ſufirable to 
Mankind, being more eafily penetrable 
by the Generality chan the other rigo- 
rous and over-ſtraining Certainty;which 
ſcems more fit and proper for the higher 
ſort of Speculaters, than for a world of 
men, which comprehends capacities of 
all degrees and forts, and the greateſt 
part of them, perhaps, of little Learn- 
ing. 

Anſwer. The Objecer muſt prove 
that all choſe Inſtances are only-Morally- 
Certain or Poſſible to be Falſe, e're heal- 
leadge them for ſuch : That of Henry the 
Eigith, which does indeed oblige the 
underſtanding to belicf, Iafhrmto be 
Pradtically Self- evident and demonſtrable, 
and ſo /»piſſible to be Falſe. As for the 


reit, they are utterly unfit to, parallel 


Faith's Certizude , being all of material 
things, whoſe very Eſſence 15 to be muta- 
ble;whereas Points of Faith, being Truths, 
and in matters not ſubjeR tz Tontingen- 
cy, are eſſentially. incapable of being o- 
therwiſe rhan they are,chat is, ſ{:// Truths: 
So that far eaſter is it that all material na- 
cure ſhould undergo all the Changes 

L ima- 
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zmaginable,than that any ſuch Truth can 
20t-be it ſelf, or the Principles on which 
*£is builr in us defiſt ro be True or Conclu- 
five. In paiticular, I would asks whe- 
ther it be enough for Faith ro be as Cer- 
rain to us Chriſtians, as it was to thoſe 
immediately before the Flood, that the 
whole world ſhould not be drown'd, 
which exceeds the caſe of America's pol- 
ſible deſtruction ; or, as it was to thoſe 
after tlie Flood, that the Sun ſhould ne- 
ver ſtand ſtill or go back or, laſtly, as ir 
is thar a houſe, of whoſc Firmneſs none 
had actual doubr, ſhould fall 2 If ſo,then 
the Standing of the Sun in Foſhuah's 
time, and it's Ketrogradation in EXekiah's, 
ſhow the unparallelneſs of theſe Inſtan- 
ces, You'l fay theſe were both miracu- 
lous. Bur, this alcers not the caſe ; firſt, 
becauſe it was never heard, nor can it be 
held by any ſober man, that even Mira- 
cle can make ſuch Truths, Falſhoods , or 
_ thoſe Motives, which are of their own 
nature able to conclude the Tr«th of any 


Next, becauſe, if the 1ortves to Faith, 
and ſo Faith it ſelf are Poſſible to be falſe 
for any thing we know, 'tis Impoſſible ro. 
pivea ſatisfactory Anſwer to a Deiſt,de- 


2 \, mand- 


ſuch Points, Inconclufive or Invalid. - 
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manding how, in caſe they ſhould prove 
indeed Falſe, we can be aſſurd Gods 
Goodneſs to Mankind will not ſtep in 
even miraculouſly ro diſcover the vanit 
of ſo univerſal an Illuſion, and the Abuſe 
of Falſhoods ſo abſurdly impoſicg upon 
the world, as to obtain the higheſt repure 
of Sacred and Divine Truths. 
Concerning the laſt Inſtance of the 
Moral Certainty of a houſes ſtanding, 
which hath been objeted ro me by 
learned Proteſtants, as ſufficient ro make 
me act as ſtcadily and heartily as if I had 
a Demonſtration that it would not poſh- 
bly fall, beſides the General Anſwer 
that Points of Faith are Truths, which 
renders the caſc unparallel; Ireply, that 
therwo houſes, the one in Holborn, the 0+ 
ther in Kings Street, which of late years, 
8& a third in Cock Lave, which of late days 
fell, when none had the leaſt actual doubt 
or ſuſpicion of doubt of it, elſe ſurely they 
would never have ſtaid in them, inform 
us ſufficiently ro what a changeable, tor- 
rering and ruinous condition Chriſtian 
Faith would be reduc'd by theſe Princt- 
ples and Parallels: No fewer than three 
Houles fell in che compaſs of a ſhore 


time, and none had the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
| L 3 Gents 
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doubt beforehand of ſuch an Event, 
therefore, may an Arheiſt ſay, Down falls 
Chriſtian Faith too , whoſe Foundation 


was (by this DoGrin) but Parallel for | 


ſtrength rorthe other , or, if it fall not in 
ſo long time, it has only ſomething berzey 
/uck, not better grounds than had the 
three Houſes, 

As for the objeted Unſuitableneſs of 
ſuch a Certainty as I require, 'tis re- 
ply'd, that nothing is more natural for 


rhe Generality of Mankind, than to be | 


ted by Authority ; nothing more pe- 
netrable by thoſe of all ſores than'the 
Infallibleneſs and Veracity of exceed- 
ingly vaſt and grave Authorities rela- 
ting matter of FaR, as we cxpericnce 
in their belecf that there was a Q. El:- 
zabeth and ſuch like ; ro comprehend and 
aſſent immovably to which coſts them not 
the leaſt over ſtraining , as the Obiecter 
imagins. W hich being ſo,I make account 
that God both in his power and wiſdom 
could, & in his Goodneſs weanldrender the 
Authority of his Church, the Ground 
ard Pillar of Truth, as evident toall her 
Children, both as to its Inerrableneſs 
and Veracity as the other; nay incom- 
parably more, it being ir every regard 
ſo rcquilit, Ob- 
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Objedion V I, 


| If che Motives to Faith muſt be /m- 
poſſible to be Falſe 10s, they would »e- 
ceſſarily conclude the Truth of Faith ; 
wherefore they would, of themſelves, 
oblige the Underſtanding to aſſenr, and 


' ſothere would need no precedent pious 


affeftion of the Will; which yer both 
Councils, Fathers, and Catholick Di- 
vines with one conſent require, Nay, 
more, were not ſuch a pious affection 
pur, Acts of Faith would not be 
Free, 

Anſwer. If Experience teaches us that 
even aſſent to Humane Sciences,though 
Evident from latrinſ:cal reaſons, Com- 
prehenſible by our Underſtanding, and 
purely Speculative, is not to be acquir'd 
without an affeion to ſee Truth; as is 
evident from the carriage of meer *cep- 
ticks, who having entertain'd a con- 
ceit of ir's hopeleſneſs, come thence to 
want Love or AﬀecRion for it, and ſo 
never come to fce it, how Conc/uſive {0- 
ever the reaſons be, Much more -by 
far muſt ſome good affeftion be pre- 


requiſit to aſſent ro Divine and Super- 
L 3 natu- 
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natural Truths, which are Obſcure in 

themſelves , as depending upon Autho- 
rity z incomprehenſible to our natural rea- 
ſong and Prattica!, that is obligingly- 
Efficacious to break out into Chriſtian 
Action or Love of Heaven above all ſub- 
lunary things , as 77ve Faith muſt be. 
The Firſt obſtacle of the three mention'd 
has this difficulty , that the beams of 


Truth , which come directly from the | 
things themſclves are generally apt to | 
ſtrike our Underſtanding more natural- * 


ly , penetrate it more deeply, and to 
ſtick init more immovably , than thoſe 
which are reflected to us from theKnow- 


ledg of another, ſuch as are Points of | 


Faich z beſides the new difficulty of ſee- 
ing the Yeracity of che Artefter , which, 
how evident ſoever it be, yet ic puts 


the Underſtanding to double pains, ' 


whereas, Evidence had from the 7hing 
is bur a ſingle labour, and fo leſs con- 
founding and diſtraQing the thought. 
The Second Obſtacle, Incomprehenſs- 
bleneſs is aptto ſtupify the Underſtand- 
ing and retard Aﬀent; nay evento de- 
rerit from conſidering them as Truths x 
The Atheiftical temper of rhe world 
( which could not ſubfiſt were Merapby- 
licks 
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ficks duly advanc'd) ſufficiently in- 

forms us how difficulc"it is for men to 

apply and fix their thoughts upon thoſe 

confiderabilities in things and thoſe na- 

rures which are «bſtradted from matter : 

che reaſon whereof is, becauſe ir- being 

natural that our Fancy be in a&t while 

our Underſtanding is ſo, and there be- 
ing not Proper Phantaſms, ( the onely 

a2reeable ones to material men, who 
are not ſtrong enough to guide their 
Judgments purely by Principles and 
Connexions of Terms) which ſure to 
ſuch abſtraſted Conceprtions , but 2e- 
taphorical ones onely, which che Ulnder- 
ſtanding muſt in rigour deny to be right 
ones, even while by necefhicy *cis forc't 
to make uſe of them; Hence the life 
of a Chriſtian, as ſuch , being zo ſerve 
God in Spirit and Truth , and, ſo,che Ob- 
jets and Principles of his new L:fe 
for che moſt part and principally Spiri- 
twal ones , it comes to paſs that for this 
very regard alone, there will need a 
great love of Truth and Spiricual Goods 
ro make the Underſtanding  appliab'e 
ro them, or eyzn admit a conſideration 
of chem. I was told by a worthy Friead 
of mine that diſcourfing with aa acute 
L 4 man 
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man, but a great hater of 'Meraphy- 
ſicks, and mentioning 4 Spirzt , he in 
a diſguſt broke our into theſe words 
[ Let us talk of what we know. ] By 
hich expreffion *is manifeſt that he 
miſtook the Queſtion An eſt, for ©uid 
et, But what makes for my purpoſeis, 
that the «nknowablereſs of the Eflence 
or nature of a Spirit to us in this State, 
obſtructed even his deſire to confeder 
wherher there were any ſuch thing or noz 
& conſequently that there needs a contra- 
ry deſire or attefion tro know Spiritual 
things, to make us willing even to en- 
rertain a thonght of theix being, much 
more to concert it, Bur incomparably 
more needful is ſuch an AﬀecQtion, when 
to the Spirituality of thoſe points there 
ſhall be added an Incomprehenſibleneſs , 
nay, if onely thoſe points be conſider'd, 
an Incredibleneſs, when no Pa- 
rallel can be found in Nature, nor 


ſcarce any_ſemilitude weakly to ſhadow - 


out che thing and it's poſſibility z nay, 
when ſome of thoſe points -dite*tly 
thwart the courſe of natwral Cauſes , 
whence all our other Knowledges have 
rheir Stability, | Then, 1 ſay, if ever 
Ehcre is requiſit an Aﬀecion for the 

No- 
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Nobleneſs and Excellency of thoſe high 
Spiricual Objects, to make us willing to 
hearken to any Authoricy propoſing 
them, how evident ſoeyver the Motives 
be for the Credibleneſs of that Autho- 
rity. | 
The third Obſtacle follows , taken 


from the End for which Faith is effenti-. 


ally ordaiu'd, that is, from whar it eflen- 
tially &, viz, a mover of the Will ro Yir- 
tueand Goodneſs, or a Practical Princi- 
ple, Now, nothing is more evident than 
this Truth, that by-ffections and con- 
trary inclinations are apt to hinder the 
underſtanding from affenting,or even at- 
tending candidly and calmly to cheſe 
Reaſons, (how clear ſoever they be) 
which make againſt any beloved Inter- 
eſt ; whence, there needs a contrary af- 
fection to theſe other, to remove the miſts 
thoſe paſhons had rais'd, and purge the 
Eye of the Mind, that ſo it may become 
capable of diſcerning what it could not 
before, though in ic ſelf moſt viſible. 
How much more, (not only requiſice but 
even) neceſſary muſt ſome pious affection 
be ro permit the mind freely ro embrace 
the dodtrin of Chriſtian Faith, contain- 
ing Principles which enjoyn a _——_ 
an 
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and poſthabirion of all that is ſweet to 
Fleſh and Blood, nay even of Livelihood 
and Life it ſelf. 

'Tis moſt manifeſt rhen that a P/ous Af- 
fection pre-requiſit ro Faith , derogares 
nothing from it's Certainty , bur is per- 
fealy conſiſtent with the Evidence of 
choſe Motives which are to generate it; 
and that che Governours and Officers of 
the Church, chough propoſing che moſt 
convincing reafons in the world for the 
Authority conveying down Faith to 
us, can prevail nothing, unleſs the Great 
Governour of the world and Giverof 
every good gift, by his peculiar Power, 
plant antecedently in their hearts this 
good diſpoſition, and prepare #erram bo- 
am, that their endeavours may take ef- 
fect, and the Sowers Seed take root ; no 
more than Part, though miraculors,could 
convert all that ſaw his Miracles or 
heard his Preaching, but only ſuch whoſe 
hearts God open'd as he did Lydia's. 
It appears alſo by the ſame diſcourſe 
how the Acts of Faith are free, thar is, 
- as depending on this pious diſpoſition 
of the Will, which ſets che Underſtand- 
ing on work to conſider the Motives, 
and ſo produce them, The whole Hu- 
man 
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mane Action is free, becauſe the Will 
orders it ; though ſhe do not produce it 
all, or though freedom be not formally 
in the Body : ſothe AR of Faith is free, 
becauſe ir is order'd by the Wil which is 
free, though no freedom be found in 
the Underſtanding, which is incapable of 
ſuch a qualification, but pure neceſſity of 
aſſenting when the Motives are ſeen to be 
Concluſive. 

No need then is there upon any ac- 
count of a pioxe diſpoſition of the Will 
ro peece out the defe&t of the Reaſons 
why we believe,and to oblige the Under- 
ſtanding to aſſent beyond the Motive ; 
that is, aſſcor, to 4 degree, beyond what 
it had reaſon to do, An Impoſſibility 
in Humane Nature rightly and connatw 
rally govern'd,and(I much fear)no ſmall 
diſgrace to Chriſtian Faith z conſidering 
the obſtinate bent of the Church's Ad- 
verſaries tro confound rhe Speculative 
Thoughts of Divines, explaining Faith 
and its Grounds leſs carefully, with 
their Sentiments iſſuing naturally from 
them as Chriſtians,nay with che DoQrin 
of the Catholick Church ir ſelf. What 
can revincingly be reply*d to an Arhciſt, 
objeRing on this occaſion that Chriſti- 

' ans 
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ans make the Evidence of Faith's grounds 
ſtand need to be peec'd out by Obſcurtty ; 
our Knowledg of them by 1gnorance, and 
the Kationality of chem by will without 
Reaſon, that is, Willfulneſs, Wherefore 
I carneſtly obreſt and beſeech, even per 
viſcera Chriſti , all who ſhall read this 
Treatiſe, and yer have Speculas/wely held 
and maintain'd this Opinion I here im- 
pugn, (for pradZically, and as Chriſtians, 
they hold the contrary Concluſion) ſec- 
riouſly ro weigh the Point once more, 
and nor to obſtruct che Reſolving Chri- 
ſtian Faith into immoveable Principles, 
or abſolutely Certain Grounds, by an 
Opanſon onely ſprung from the conceir- 
ed difficulty in making out thoſe 
Grounds ro be mpoſſ:ble to be Falſe , 
wW ich yet themſelves to a man profeſs 
and hold, as they are Chriſtians. I hum- 

bly beg leave to propoſe to them theſe 

few Conſiderations : Firſt, 'Tis Cer- 

cain Faith is no leſs Faith , or an Afent 
upon Authority, though chat Authority 
be demonſtrated to be Infallible : bur 


onthe contrary, that 'tis both firmer and 


more r4tional even for that very regard. 
Secondly, 'Tis Certain that the Genera- 
lity of Chriſtians 40/4 cheir Faith to be 

Irv, 
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True, or Impoſſible to be Falſe, (that is, 

tis Truer0#) and withall perfely Ra- 

tional,and conſequently that its Grounds 

or Principles are ſo able ro aſcertain i 

that they place it beyond Poſibilicy of 
Falſhood, Thirdly, *Tis no leſs evi- 
dent that, an inclination or motion of 
the Will, being of ſuch a nature that it 
can have neither Truth nor Falſhood in 
ic, can be no Rational 'Principle or 
Ground of our Aſſents or As of Faiths 
that is, apt to aſcertain them, or indeed 

apt to eſtabliſh rhe 7r#th of any Tenet. 

Fourthly, Thar *tis moſt evident from 

my foregoing Diſcourſe, that an antece- 
dent pious diſpoſition of the Will is ſtill 
requiſire to Faith , notwithſtanding the 
perfet Conclufiveneſs of the Grounds 
on which cis built and,that all ARs of 
Faith depend on this quoad exercitium at 
leaſt, (as the Schools ſpeak) which in 
the Judgment of many Divines is ſufft- 
cient. Fifthly, That 'tis the common 
Opinion of rhe folideſt Divines, that 
Faith conſijis with Evidence inthe Atteſier. 
Sixthly, ſhat Faich or a firm and im- 
moveable Aſſent ypon Authority, is not 
thoroughly rationah and by conſequence 


partly fanlty, if the Notives be not _ 
able 
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able ro convince an Underſtanding | y 
rightly diſpos'd, without the wi1's Aﬀiſt p 
ance; for, what can be ſaid for that. de- | {1 
oreeof Aﬀent which is beyond the Mo- f| q@ 
tiveor Reaſon £ Ts it not evident from h 
the very Terms that "tis /rrational or | ( 
. without any Reaſon ? Bur, the worſt is, fi 
that, whereas all good Chriſtians hold ti 
their Faith Impoſſible to be Falſe, or judge pn 
their Acts of Faith Immoveable Aﬀents, 
theſe Authors as Speculaters pur all che 
Reaſons for Faith to leave ir ſtill Poſſible 
ro be Faiſe, and make this piows Afﬀection 
the onely thing which elevates it to 7m- 
Joſſibility of Falſhood, which is vaſtly þ 
higher in point of Certainiy; as if a rati- | 
onal Creature, not deviating totally from 
its nature, but aRing according to right 
Reaſon, ought therefore ro hold a Point 
impoſsible to be Falſe, becauſe ir ſelf has 
an Afeczion, or (as weſay) a great mind 
it ſhould be ſo. Seventhly, This Aﬀer- 
tion renders the Impoſſibilicy of Faith's 
Falſhood, not only «nmaintatnable , (as 
hath been now ſhown) bur alſo v»per- 
ſwadable to others; for, how ſhall I be | 
able to give account to others that my 
Hffetion which works this Perſwaſion in 
me is 74/0747, and not apt to miſlead _ 
when 
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when as the very Poſition obliges me co 
profeſs the contrary, and to grant that 
this AﬀeRion puſhes forward my Un- 
derſtanding to aſſent beyond the reaſon it 
has, that is, 45 10 this degree in my Aſſent, 
(which is no {mall one fince it raiſes it 
from judging Faith poſſible co be falſe, 
co judge it Impoſſible to be ſuch) without 
reaſon £ Or, will not this Speculative Te- 
ner ſeem to force this Inference, that the 
Grounds of Faith, as to its moſt intrin- 
ſecal confideration, viz. the Impoſlibili- 
ty of its Falſhood, is made by this Do- 
rin full as dark a hole as is to alledge 
the private Spirit? Nor can the Reve- 
rence due to the Divine Authority ſuf- 
fice for ſuch an Effet, both, becauſe *cis 
Impoſſible God ſhould will chat Mankind 
for his ſake ſhould aR #rrationally , as al- 
ſo, becauſe there is no poiſon in the 
world fo peſtilent as an Errour aberted 
by the moſt Sacred Patronage of God's 
Authority, as the Hiſtories of che Fana- 
ticks inall ages, and our home-bred ex- 
perience teſtifies. Whence, that very . 
Reverence tothe Divine Authority ob- 
liges us to be ſo ſure *cis engap'd for a 
Truth e*re we admit it for ſuch , that we 
may ſecurely chough with an humble 
Truth 
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eruth ſay with Richardus de Sanito Vidlo- 
ye, Domine, i error eft quod credimws, a te 


decepti ſumws, {0 that there is indeed no 


greater injury and abuſe co the Divine 
Name imaginable , than to hazard the 
making it patronize Falſhoods : againſt 
this deceit our Saviour hath fore-arm'd 
us, by his fore-warning us with a Nolite 
credere, when any one pretends, Loe here 
# Chriſt, or there s Chriſt, 

Laſtly, *cis viſible ro any indifferent 
underſtanding, that thoſe Divines who 
defend this influence of the pious Afﬀecti- 
0 upon the ſertling of Faith's Certain- 
ty, though in other Points very rational 
and acute, yet when they come to this, 
they are at an utter loſs, and can make 
nothing cohere. Philippe de Santta Tri- 
»itate contradicts himſelf ewice or thrice 
in one leaf while he attewpts to defend 
jt. Bur, I inſtance ir. one for all, that is, 
Father Yincentivs Baroniue, a Doctour of 
_ Tholouſe, and of the Holy Order of S. 
Dominick; a Perſon of as much Emi- 
nency, Gravity and Learning as any of 
late dayes. This Great Writer in his 
HManuductio ad Moralem Theologiam, p. 
130, 131. falls upon Caramuel in theſe 
words, Diſtinguit Caramuel duplicem ha- 
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neſtatss Certitudinem ſeu veritatem ; for- 
malem unam wvocat , alteram objectivam ; 
iſlam negat cuilibet opinioni probabili, illam 
concedit, QC. ---- Sed hoc nobss ignorantie 
prodigium eſt aut temeritatss , dari werita- 
tern ant falſttatem, certitudinemque cui nulla 
Objectiva correſpondeat ; Hoc ne deo qui» 
dem conceſſum eſt , ut Scientiam habeat ret 
non ſcibilis, i, e. veritatem formalem ret 
que objettiva careat, Yetthe ſame Au- 
thour, p. 271 1s forc'z, by the defence 
of this itl grounded Tenet which he 
had eſpous'd, into the ſame paralogyſm 
which he had ſo gravely, ſeverely and 
learnedly reprehended in another. W hire 
putting the Objection very: home, he 
aSks, Si previum illud ad Fidem Fudi- 
cium ſit intra probabilitatis fines, qua rd- 
tone poterit mens aſſurgere in aſſenſum 
ills ſew opinione firmiorem « ergo fidei 
Certitudo nutlat ſi ab itla Fudicio, quod 
prudenter probabile dixi, pendeat, nec ali- 
unle repetatur: This done acknowledg- 
ing that tors Controver ſia o fidei ſumma is 
contain'd ( as indeed it is) inthis argu- 
ment, he addreſſes himſelf ro anſwer 
it. Fiſt flcightly by an example, that 
this precedent Judgment is to Faith as 
Accidental Alteration ro the ' Subſtan- 
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tial Form, and ſo being onely a diſpo- 
firion to it may be leſs noble or Certain 
than Faith is it ſelf, whereas, if our 
Aflent of faith ought to be thoroughly 
rational, this previous Judgment being 
that on which this Afﬀent is built, as 10 
# Or 45 toour knowledg , muſt ar leaſt be 
Firm and Immovable ir ſelf, ſince the 
Aſenc of Faith built on ic ought to be 
ſach, and conſequently beyond Proba- 
bility; whencethe example is moſt un- 
ſuitable, ſignifying that as Nature dif- 
poſes matter by imperfe&t degrees to- 
wards a perfe& and ultimare Effect, ſo 
infirm Principles may rationally beget a 
firm Aſſent, Aﬀcer this, he alledges that 
the Certainty of Faith is to be fetch't from 
Grd the Authour of it, who infuſes Light 
avd gives mſt efficacious (irength to be- 
leeve, But the queſtion is wherher God 
ordinarily and abſtraRing from Miracle 
infuſes Light into rations! Creatures, 
bur by means of motives or reaſons;zand 
whether it requires ſuch frength, or ra- 
ther be riot an unwiſe Credulouſneſs:, 
that is a great weakreſs, to beleeve be- 
yond what we have reaſon- to do, and 
fo unworthy God the giver of every 
good and perfect gift. Laſtly , he at- 
T's 
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fi/ms that the Cerrainty of Faith is to 
be ferch't from che pious AﬀeRion of 
the will, qui mentem rebus credendss in- 
dubitato & immoto aſſenſu alltgat quaſi nodo 
indiſſolubili, Which, as it were by an in- 
d:ſſolable Knot, ties the mind to the things 
to be bilievd with an undoubied and un- 
mov'd Aſſent, Bur, the queſtion is how 
this knot is indiſſsluble, in caſe the pro» 
bable reaſon prove falſe, unleſs the Soul 
be wilfully blind, or why a reſolwedpeſs 
in the will can rationally eſtabliſh a erue 
Intelleftual Certaimty, Whar I chiefly 
conclude from thefe anſwers of his is, 
that he perpetually waves Certainty had 
from rhe ObjeR, and- ſo unavoidably 
is forc't to put a formal Certainly in #5, 
ro which 70 Objeftive  Certainty Correr 
ſponcs ; which his excellent wit in an- 
other circumſtance ſaw to be prod:gionſly 
faulty , and a Certainty( that is aperfetti- 
on) not competent evento God himſelf. 
So Impoſlible 'tis that Errours preju- 
dicing the Rule of Faith ſhould not cither 
by Oppoſition to Firſt Principles be drſ- 
cover'd to be Falſhoods, or, by ſelf-con= 
rradidtions in their maintainers, confeſs 


it ti.emſclves. 
M 2 Objecd- 
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Objeftion VII. 


"Tis manifeſt that diverſe weak peo- 
ple aſſent upon very Inconcluſive, nay 
fiily, or leſs than probable Motives 
whom yer no ſober man will deny 
have ſaving Faith, the rue nature of 
Faith then "requires not neceſſarily 
motives 1mpoſſuble to be Falſe, or that 
Faith be True to us, but may be without 
any ſuch qualification. 

Anſwer, When we ſay Faith «© Im- 
poſſible to be Falſe, we take the word 
[ Faith ] in its proper and primary (ig- 
nification z now, that being the proper 
fignification of a word that is moſt »ſual, 
and that moſt uſual wtfich is found in 
the Generality of the uſers of it, the 
proper fignification (that is the true 
nature) of Faith is that which is found 
in the generality of Chriſtians ; which 
being evidently an Aﬀent to be adher'd 
to all one's life, to be dy'd in, and 'dy'd 
for, and the Object, or Form of thai 
Aﬀent being 7ruths, and, ſo, ir ſelf 
True, 'tis moſt manifeſtly, in each of 
thoſe regards, imply'd that it muſt be 
Impoſ{ibie r0 be Falſe tous, orto the Ge- 


nerality, 
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neralicy of Chriſtians; chat is; it muſt 


have Grouinds able to ſhow it, tiay aQu- 
ally ſhowing ir ſo to them, whatever 


. Contingency may happen in a few par- 


ticulars for want of applying tro them 
the right Rule of Faich. Bifides, Faich 


muſt be a Xnewleds of Divine things, 


2 virtuous AR,and,ſo,rat onal; and a moſt 
efficacious Cauſe of working for Hea- 
ven: Alſo,,us Grounds 'mbſt be apt co 
eſtabliſh che moſt Speculative Faictful, 
ro convert or Eonfound the moſt acute 
Wits denying'or oppoſing ir, &c, all 
which and much more is prov'd inche 
Fiſt diſcourſe of Sure Fooring by argus 
rents as yet not attempred to be in- 
vatidated by any; however ſomething 
hath been offer'd againſt 'thofe Con: 
clufions : Which Arcributes it cannor 
poſſibly juſtify , nor yer perform thoſe 
Offices, without being Trac to #s,, Of 
having Grounds 1mpoſſeble to be Falſe. 
The worcT Faith] then, apply'd ro thoſe 
weak perſons now ſpoken of, fignifies 
not the ſame as when 'tis found in rhe 
Generality of Aſſenters 5 but, meerly, 
4 fimple creduliry of any thing told 
them by a perſon that looks ſeriouſly 
when he ſpeaks it, and is conceites by 

M 3 TA 
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the Beleever to be: wiſer, or to have 
heard more than himſelf. Which kind 
of Aſſenc,if it be ſeconded by favourable 
circumſtances laid by God's Providence, | 
eſpecially by ſuch means as are found in ' 
the Diſcipline of the Church, ſo as ir 
begers a love of Heaven aboveall things, 

may ſuffice to fave thoſe weak and well 
meaning Catholicks. But, how incom- 
petent an Aſſcnt no better grounded 
were for the eſtabliſhment or propaga- 

tion of Chriſtianity ; that is, how in- #? 
ſufficient for the Body of the Faichful # 
or the Church, how unfit for the Ends, {| 
and unable to produce the Effects true 
Faith ( or the Faith found in the Geye- 
rality of the Faithful) ought to do, 
needs no declaration to manifeſt it; # 
ſince no perſon of ordinary capacity *#| 
can without difficulty refrain from ſmi- 
ling at the ridiculous: levity of ſuch 
kind of Aſſenters, 


I'N- 
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| INFERENCES 
in From the foregoing Diſcourſes 
ir 

= -- concluding all Con- 

ll Þ troverſ) 

N- / Ye | 

" JT 1, F Treſts, then, evinc'd and demon= 
= | | ſtratively concluded, with as great 
Ss | Firmnels, as Firſt Principles made 
| ufofforPremiſſes,and Immeaiate Con- 
> | ſequences from thoſe Principles can eſta- 
 - |& blifh ie,char, char moſt firmor Unchan- 
| S geable Aſlſcnt call'd Chriſiian Faith, lay- 
* | inganobligationon irs Prof: {ſors to 3f- 
” | ſert ir with the greateſt Seriauſnels, 
' #F ConſtancyandPledges imaginable,co be 
|} Txus,andis Obje&, Points of Faith, to 


be Truths, is mot-poſſible to be Falſe to us, 
that is, to be an Erroneous Fudzment, or a 
Miſtake of our Underſtanding, 

2. 'Tis with che ſame Certainty con - 
cluded, that the Grourd of Faith as ro our 
Y Knowledge, and, ſo, the Rule of Faith, 

muſt be likewiſe /wpeſſible ro be Falſe, 
For, fince nothing can or ovghe in true 
Reaſon be #ronger than the Greuvd ig 
M4 {tands 
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ſtands on, if The be not /mpoſiibletote | F 
Falſe, it can be no Rule of Faith , becauſe 4C 
jr would weaken Faith ir felf, which is ar, 
built on it, into a Poſſibility of Falſhood, | b1 
inconſiſtenr re) 01 

3- Ic follows with the ſame Clearneſs, a 
that, if the Rule of Faith, or the Imme- 
diate Mears to convey the Knowledg of 
Chriſt's Doctrin to us, be any Livirg 
Authority, that Authority muſt be 1nfal- 
lible, as 10 that Effet, For, if Fallible, 
Faith which is builc on it would ſtilt be 
Poſcible to be Falſe, As, Likewiſe, that, if 
it be any Book, both the Lerter of that 
Book muſt be known to be 1mpeſſ ble to 
have been corrupted, as to what concerns 
Faith builr on ir ; and withall, the Sepſe 
known to be [mpoſ{:ble 18 be n dſtaken,For, 
in caſe either of theſe (21] the Cauſes be- 
ing put to preſerve them ſuch as we have 
ſaid) berruly judg'd or found to be Poſ- 
ible, Faith, which is ro depend on them, 
will ſtill be left poſuble to be Falſe, 

4. Ic follows immediately, that thoſe 
pretended Fairhfull , who have not 
Grounds of . Faith thus qualify*d,. have 
no true Faith, that is, no Act of Belzef, 
bur what, norwithſtanding all that they 
know, or can know of it, way poſbibly be 

Falſe : 
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Falſe : nor, conſequently, are they to be 
accoumed truly Faithfull, as not having 
irue Faith (that is, in our caſe, an Aﬀſent 
built either on 7nfallible Living Authority, 
or on uumiſtakeable Letter and Senſe of 
a Book, $ 3.) but Opinion onely, 

5. It follows with like Evidence,thar, 
a Controvertiſt being one who is toaſſere 
Faith, not by looking into the 27yſteries 
of Faith and explaining them, (this being 
the Office of a School- Divine) bur into 
the Motives to it or Rule of Faith, if he 
goes not about to bring Proofs which he 
judges and 1s ready co maintain , nay, 
which are of their own nature apt to ſhew 
Faithand its Rule mpeſcible to be Falſe , 
he does not the duty he ows to Faith, nor 
behaves himſelf like a Controvertiſt ; 
but he berrays Faith by his IncffeQual 


, and Probable managery of ir, making it 


ſcemaſleight Oz#nion or lightly ground- 
ed Credulity, Eſpecially, if he profeſles 
that all Proofs which can be produc'd in 
this matter, are Poſable to be Falſe : For, 
then, *cis a plain and open Confefſion all 
his Endeavours are to no purpole ; be- 
cauſe he is to ſhew Faith, the SubjeR of 
his Diſcourſe, to be what in reality it is; 
that is, Impoſſible ro be falſe. Nay, 9 
Fail 
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ſtands on, if Ths be not 1mpoſiible 10 le 
Falſe, it can be no Rule of Faith , becauſe 
it would weaken Faith it ſelf, which is 
built on it, into a Peſſeb:lity of Falſheod, 
inconſiſtent with its nature. 

3. Ic follows with che ſame Clearneſs, 
| thar, if che Rule of Faith, or the Imme- 
diate Mearsto convey the Knowledg of 
Chriſt's Doctrin to us, be any Livirg 
Authority, that Auchority muſt be 1nfal- 
lible; as 10 that Effect, For, if Fallible, 
Faith which 1s builc on'it would ſtill be 
Poſſible to be Falſe, As, Likewiſe, thar, if 
it be any Book, both the Letter of that 
Book muſt be known to be /mpeſſ ble to 
have been corrupted, as to what concerns 
Faith built on ic ; and wirhall, the Sexe 
known to be /mpoſi:ble 18 be ndſtaken.For, 
1n caſe eicher of theſe (2] the Cauſes be- 
1ng put to preſerve them ſuch as we have 
ſaid) berruly judg'd or found to be Poſ- 
ſible, Faith, which is ro depend on them, 
will ſtill be left poſuble to be Falſe, 

4. Ic follows immediately, that thoſe 
pretended Faithfull ,, who have not 
Grounds of . Faith thus qualify*d,. have 
no true Faith, that is, no Act of Belief, 


bur what, notwithſtanding all that they 


know, or can know of it, way poſibly be 
Falſe : 
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Falſe : nor, conſequently, are they to be 
accounted iruly Faithfull, as not having 
irue Faith (that is, in our caſe, an Aſſenc 
builc either on infallible Living Authority, 
or on uumiſtakeable Letter and Senſe of 
a Book, $ 3.) but Opinion onely. 

5. It follows with like Evidence,char, 
a Controvertift being one who is toaſſere 
Faith, not by looking into the Myſteries 
of Faith and explaining them, (this being 
the Office of a School- Divine) but into 
the Motives to it or Rule of Faith, if he 
goes not abour to bring Proofs which he 
judges and 1s ready co maintain , nay, 
which are of their own nature apt to ſhew 
Faith and its Rule /mpoſoible to be Falſe, 
he does not the duty he uws to Faith, nor 
behaves himſelf like a Controvertiſt ; 
bur he berrays Faith by his IncffeRual 
and Probable managery of it, making it 
ſeemaſleight Opinion or lightly ground- 
ed Credulity, Eſpecially, if he profeſles 
that all Proofs which can be produc'd in 
this matter, are Poſſzble to be Falſe : For, 
then, *cis a plain and open Confeffion all 
his Endeavours are to no purpoſe ; be- 
cauſe he is ro ſhew Faith, the Subje of 
his Diſcourſe, to be what 1n reality it is; 
that is, mpoſ[:ble ro be falſe. Nay, _—_ 
Fail 
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Faith muſt be thus Certain, he manifeſtly 
deſtroys Faith, when he ſhould defend 
and eſtabliſh ic , by profcſſing all its 
Proofs or Grounds poſible to be falſe. 

6. Ir follows immediately, that unleſs 
ſome other 2/edium can be found, or way 
eaken, in that Skill or Science call'd Con- 
troverſie, which is able ro ſhow Faith /m- 
poſſible r0 be falſe, than what is laid down 
in Sare-footing, which partly by our Ad- 
ycrſarics confeſſion of the Inability of 
theirs co reach Infallible Certainty,part- 
ly our of the nature of the Thing (as is 
ſeen Swre-footing, Coro). 16 and 40.) is 
evidently impoſſible; nor was it ever 
yet attempted by any &ther Means, ex- 
cept by looking into the nature of 7rad!- 
tion ; Ir follows, I ſay. that as it is Cer- 
tain that Faith and its Grounds are 1m- 
poſſible to be falſe, that is, falſe to ws, or 
may be ſhown thus Impoſſible to be Falſe : 
So tis by conſcquence Certain, likewiſe, 
that the mais DoGtrin there deliver'd will 
ſtand, whatever particular miſcarriages 
may have happen'd in the managing it; 
which are ro be judg'd of by the ſtrength 
of my Reaſons there given, and the force 
of my Adverſaries ObjeQions, 

7. *Tis neceſſarily conſequent from 
| che 
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the foregoing Paragraphs, thar, if I haye 
diſcourt*d right in this ſmall Treatiſe of 
mine, and have proy'd that Faith, and, 
conſequently its Grounds, muſt be Im- 
poſſible to be Falſe ; then Mr. Tilorjor's 
Confeflion p. 118. (co which M. Stifing- 


fleer's Docrin is conſonant) that [Ut & 


Poſſ:ble 10 be otherwiſe (char is, to be Falſe) 
that any Book « ſo antient as it pretends to 
be, or that it was written by him whoſe name 
it bears, or that this # the ſenſe of ſuch and 
ſach paſſages init] is a clear Convidtion 
chat neither is the Book- Rule he maintains 
the True Rule of Faith, (F 3.) nor have 
he and his Friends True Fat, (5 4.) and, 
conſequently, there being no other Rule 
owned (taking away Private Spirit ) 
but Tradition, that Tradition is the onely- 
true- Ruie of Faith, (5 6.) and, ſo, the main 
of Sure-Footing ſtands yer firms and, 
laſtly , *«s evinc'd, that his own Book 
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/ 


which oppoſes ic, oppoſes the onety-rrae; 


(becauſe the onely-zmpoſſeble-10- be- Falſe) 
Ground of Faith : that is, he is convinc'c 
inthat Suppoſicion, to go about to under- 
mine a\l Chriſtian Faith : Whence rhe 
Title of his Probable-natur'd Book is ma- 


nifeſted to be an improper * Nick-name, *Rute of 


nd che Book it {elf ro merit no Reply. 


8. This 


Faith, 
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8, This laſt point is hence farther 
confirm'd becauſe Mr 7. ( and Mr. Sr. ) 
can claim no admittance into a diſpute 
whether this or the other be the True 
Rule of Faith , till chey approve them- 
ſelves to be Chriftans and ſhow they 
hold there is ſuch a thing as Faith, or 
that it can bear the having any Rule at 
all , fince an Aﬀent to a point ſeen and 
acknowledg'd Poſſible to to be Faiſe, can 
never riſe to be more than an Op:n0n z 
nor can the Motive of aſſenting to 
what may poſhbly be Falſe, in true ſpeech 
be call'd The Rule of Faith, both, becauſe 
there is in that caſe »o Faith, ( Infer, 1.) 
and, fo, it cannot be a Rule co whar 
& n0t; as alſo, becauſe what we ſec 
Poſfitle to be Falſe, cannot with any pro- 
priety be cal'd a Rule ro the Underſtand- 
ing directing it to Truth, in regard, 
for any thing ir ſces, 'tis a crooked path 
and a Falſe Light leading it into Ex- 
rour. What therefore they are to do, 
in the circumſtances they have brought 
rhemſelves into, is, to ſhow that they 
deſtroy not the Tr#14 of Faith, thar is, 
the Nature of Faith ir ſelf , and the 
Nature of the «y to that Truth or the 
Rule of Faith, by putting them both 


peſ- 
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poſſible to be Falſe, 1 faw they did; 
and therefore was oblig'd to begin my 
diſcourſe higher, and to Settle the Ex- 
iſtence of Faich by removing the poſſi- 
b.l ty of it's Falſhood, that, ſo, it might 
be ſhown able to bear the having a 
Rule; which, while it was in the tot-: 
rering and uncertain condition to which 
Mr. 7. and Mr. St. had reduc't it, that 
is, in a Poſſibility of being all a Ly, 
and indeed is an Acuality of beiog as 
to us mot-Truth, but at moſt a great 
Likelihood, it was utterly incapable of. 
Since therefore in the right merhod of 
diſcourfing 4» eſ# ought to antecede 
Quid eſis rhey have loſt cheir righe to 
be diſcours'c with about the ud ef 
of the Rule of Faith, or what is that Rale, 
till chey can juſtify themſelves not vo 
have deſtroy'd the very An eſt or Ex- 
ifkence of Rule and Faith both, with 
which Mr. T. is now challeng'd from 
his own words, -and Mr. Sr. from his 
aberting him and eſpoufing his Pa- 
rronage » Both Nacure, therefore, and ' 
Art excuſe me from replying ro Mr T. 
and Mr. St, where the juſt Laws of 
ſevere and rigorous Reaſon exaAly ob- 


ſeru'd and, ſo, *tis onely a voluntary 


Counecſy 
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Courteſy notan obligatory duty to afford 


them or any other Writers thus Prin- 
cipled any Anſwer at all, or to admit 
chem to a diſpute about this Point, 
what u the Rule of Faith, 

Laſtly, hence is inferr'd that a Con- 
cluſive Method or ſhort way of ending 
all Controverſies berween the Catho 
Itk Church and all her relinquiſhers, is 
ſettled by this Dorin. For, if righr 
Faith muſt be /mpoſſsble 10 be Falſe to ws, 
or to the Generality of Chriſtians, that 
ts, if the Motives te embrace Chriſti- 
anity , muſt be thus firm, then 'tis E- 
vident that chat Party whoſe Writers 
renounce the having any ſuch Motives, 
in caſe chofe writers ſpeak the ſcnſe of 
that Party, is not rightly Chriſtian or 

* Infer, 4 fully Faithfull, * bur a diZintt Sedt from 
7 the body of right Chriſtians : or, it be- 
ing moſt unjuſt that che diſcourſes of 
private Speculaters ſhould be pinn'd 

. upon the whole party, if they write 
things deniable by that party , in cafe 

any ſuch Party ſhould chink fic co diſ- 

claim ſuch Writers as private difcouy- 

fers and their Tener of Chriſtian Faith's 

not being Abſolutely Certain, which 

they are at liberty ro do, and fer _ 
other 
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other writers to maimtain the oppoſir 
Theſis, it will quickly be ſeen whether 
they are able to bring Infalible Gronnds 
of Faith, I mean any Authority con- 
yeying Chriſt's Faith down tous 4»- 


fallibly( which they muſt bring * if they *Iafer, 2; 


will prove Faith Impoſſible co be FalſE) 
diſtin from what the Catholik Church 
holds to, and which themſelves ' re- 
nounc't when they forſook her Com- 
munion. * Butthat there are, any. ſuch 
Grounds as theſe, that is Grounds. Is- 
errably bringing down the Knowled 
of Chriſts Faith to us, that is a, Rule 
of Faith Impoſſible ro be Falſe 10 we, 
I could never yer diſcern by the carriage, 
writings or Diſcourſe of any Party that 
diſſented from the Catholick Church, to 
be their Tenet : If, then, it be. a moſt 
Certain Truth, that Faith muſt be /-poſ- 
ſible to be falſe, as, I hope, I have abun- 
dantly concluded ; *cis, alſo, moſt Cer- 
tain, that thoſe who deny they have ſach 
9 Faith, do, by that very denyal, confeſs 
they have no Tyzwe Faith, not are #r#ly 
Faithfull, nor of the Tine. Catholick 
Church, ; 


Pojte 


Poſtſcript. 
"Haus, Reader, thou ſceſt I ſill 


endeavour candidly to put 
"oa Who home as far as my 
diſcourſe can carry it; and that 
I have reſum'd here all the ſcat- 
ter'd ends of voluminoxs difputes 
into one point. By which means 
the ſincere Proteſtant, and all 
ofhers out of the Church, may 
ſee at a ſhort view what they are 
to do. If they look into their 
own breaſts, as they are Profeſ- 
fors of Chriſtianity, they will find 
it writ there in Capitals, That 
CHRISTIAN FAITH CAN- 
NOT BE AN ILLUSION OR 
FALSHOOD ; Alſo, that Faith 
15 to be held by them Trae, and 
that they ought to ſufter all Per- 
ſecutions and Death it ſelf for the 


profeſ 
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Poſtſcript. 
profeſſing it: to be ſuch'* This 
found, and duly refle&ted ON, the 
next ching. to. be done is,, that 
they preſs their Learned men, by 
whom they are led, to ſhew them 
by ſuch Grounds as their ſepara- 
tion.from the Catholick Church 
permits them; to hold-, that is, 
by their Grounds, that Chriſtian 
Faith 1s Impoſſz ble to be Falſe; If 
they can 3 (as hitherto they have 
rold us they canot)then their Ad- 
herents mayin reaſon hope well of 
their own condition till. they ſee 
thoſe attempts evidently ſhown 
invalid. Burt, if they profeſs {till 
they cannot 3 and. that Faith needs. 
no ſuch Certainty; then, not 
onely the natural difamen of 
Chriſtianity in their own: breaſts 
ought to make them diſtruſt the 
Principles of their Party, found 


tobe (o deſtructive to: Chriſtian 
N Faith 


Poſlſeripr, 


Faith, bnt alſoT ſhall hope there 


are ſome Proofs in this foregoing 


Treatiſe which they will judg re- 
quire an Anſwer. 

I expe my AnſwereP will fo 
together many thin Rhetorical 
| fig-leaves to cover the Deformity 

of that abominable Theſes, that 
Paith may be Falſe; which to pro- 
poſe undifguiz'd were too open- 
Iy ſhameful : But, I hope thou 
wilt be able to diſcern their ſenſe 
through their Rhetorick, and 
heedfully to mark with a ſtedfaſt 
Eye, that, in how quaint and e- 
legant phraſes ſoever they cloak 
thert Tenet, yet the genuin, down=- 
right and natural ſenſe of the po- 
fition they go about to defend, 
will ſtill be this, { The myſteries of 
Chriſtian Faith may all be ſo many 
Lies , for any thing any man li- 
wing abfolktely knows, and-the 
whole 
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whole Body of Chriſtian Dofrine 4 
Bundle of F alſhoods. 4 

I expe@ alſo many plauſible In- 
ſtances and pretended Parallels of 
the {ufficiencie of inferiour de- 
4 | grees of Certitude for ſuch and 
Y I fuch particularends. But, what 
thou art to conſider, is, whether 
\. | thoſe Ends be Parallel or equal . 
\; | tothat higheſt End and Concern - 
of Chriſtian Faith, 

Theſe things1 expe@ ; butl ex+ 
ec} not that ſo much as one Prin- 
ciple, that will be found to de- 
ſerve that name, will ever be 
thought tae prudent to be 
produc't to juſtify a Tenet every 
way ſo Irrational, and unprinci- 
pled;or rather deſtroying the Cer- 
zainty, and conſequently the Eſ- 
ſence and Nature, of the Beſt Bo-+ 
ay of Principles that either Nature, 
or- the Author of Nature and 
N2 Grace | | 
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Grace himſelf ever inſtill co 


Mankind. 
'Laſtly,] beſeech thee to obtain 


' for me if thou canſt that, if any 
think fit to reply to this Treatiſe; 
they would be per{waded to ſet 
afide all. WITTY PREVART- 
CATION and ELEGANT 
DROLLERY, (the two chief, 
and in a manner onely, Sticklers 
in the pretended Anſwer to Sure- 


Footing ) and, beginning with | 


Firſt Principles, to draw thence 
Immediate Conſequences, asI have 
conſtantly endeavour d in this 
Diſcourſe.By their attempting or 
neglecting to do this,and onely by 
that Teſt, it will be ſeen whether 
my Ez2i&:0ns ſtand or fall; where- 
as from flaſhy wit ſo little is 
gain'd, that even what's ſolid 
ſufters diſgrace by ſuch a mana- 
gery. And,I here very penitent- 
ly 
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ly beg pardon of my Readers 
rhat I have ſometimes heretofore 
>tainſ ſpent my precious time and leſs» 
any | fruitful labour which might have 
tiſe, | been better employd,in purſuing 
d ſet ff that way of Folly.For ſuck my 
REF more deliberate Thoughts now 
NT J diſcover it, however the reputed 
iief, | profoundnefs, but , indeed, real 
clers | ſhal lowneſs of my Adverſaries, 
ure- | made it at that ſeaſon ſeem moſt 
vith | convenient, 
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Correions of the Preſs. 
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| | corey oY upon.p.14.l.13.theTenet, 
| p.25-4.10. Ads. as p.33-l 5. wot be,is.p.q3i 
Lo is. deyiable p.89.! 25.Qbje&s 0n:p.112.1.ul. 
| '&6s- p. 121.1. 2."tis neither Affirmation nor, 
i 1. 9uſually. p. 126. 1. 26, Sach Truths, p. 1281 
[© 1. g. thejr.power. 1: 18. atall. p.130.,1.25; of 
the Schools. p. 134. 1. 26. find. p. 139. 1. 18, 
being to. 1. 21. both at. p.14.9:Objefion VIIT; 
P. 161. 1. 13. parologyſm. I; 121; ##rat. p. 164 
ll - L I. Objeftion IX-l-5.to have.p.171l.22.oxcly--! 
il | 18.12 | 


